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W unter 


ty not Myſterious, Little thought 
of drawing an-my ſelf any 
trouble beyond the bare reading of but 
fince you have” defird my thoughts of 


the matters contain'd in ity” t'was vtowil- 
ling to-refuſe. - Though I muſt freely tell 
you, what'you ſeem .- own-in your Let- 
ter, that I think my ſelf better umploy'd. 
And your ” tha it 15no 10 
a Shepherd to leave his feeding of the 
Lambs, and go aſide for a while, . to beat 
oft any thing that comes to devour or 
infet them, wou'd not; have prevaild 
with me, if this had caus'd any intermil- 


ſion in that bulinels, which I hope will 
B turn 


ey > —_ 
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turn to better account when I come to 
receive my Wages. - But having a little 


ihe to ſpare, L-ſhall perform what you 


de 
£ZAnd I have dohie this. the rather, for 
that you tell me the Book hath made 
ſome noiſe; and that the Authbr is counte- 
nanc'd, and encouragd by ſome Men of 
Senſe. 1 don't much wonder at 4 for 
every Man o Senſe is not. # Mano true 
RO ion; ee it is not every Man of 
Reaſon and Integrity, hath leifure to con- 
ſider it; and —_ they have, yet thele fort 


otters _ bo out of-rhe 
afMenol 
PRncy that &e 


þ-iire _—_ Books 


Men now $3 have taken up, of 
appearing wile and learned-to. the world. 
Whereas the bottom of 1t- all 1s no mare 
than this, That:\Men of nice heads have 
agreed to ſpeak of plain things in a pecu- 
dar dialetof their own; which if. they 
were 
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were ſtript of thoſe terms of-Art, and put 
into plain Langnage, have nothing inthenm 
more than what is obvious tothe common 
ſenſe and reaſon of all Men., And the-cons 
ſequence of uſing them ſo frequently in 
matters of Religion is generally, what is 
ſo viſible in this Author, that they darker 
the Subject; ſo that the Queſtion is loſt 
in a multicude of Words, and then Men 
wander farin purſuit of Truth,when' they 
left it behind them at their firſt ſexring 


ticulars; 


| | | ® never" (think a 
| ently-confared unleſs we fol- 
low/him mall his hs 


whereas ut 


g 
Rubbiſh, though many of rhe materials 
were very good in themſelves. + 
To any reaſonable conſidering Perſon 
it were a ſuflicient Anſwer to-rhis whole 
B 2 Book, 
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Book, to ſhew in ſhort, how he miſtakes 


the Queſtion, and proceeds in ir, all upon 
two falſe Suppoſitions: Onein Logick, in 
the former part of his Book, wv4z. 


That Evidence is the only ground of Per- 


ſwaf on. 


... The other .in Divinity, in the latter 
part of it. 


* That now under the _ the Veil is 
perfeilly removyd. 


This wou'd' ſatisfy them that he runs 
all the while a x erty and t 
wou'd not take ivill; "that we left him 
wander by A theſe are 
but few, in of thoſe who rake 
things in the grols, and can't ſo well dif. 
cern the connexion and depenidance of 
one thing upon another: And indeed be- 
cauſe Anſwers are deſfign'd ' for ſuch as 
are not able to ſee into the fallacies, and 
not for thoſe who are ; "therefore 1 ſhall 
rrace him ſtep by ſtep, and leave nothing 
in him unantwer'd, that hath any appea- 
rance of reaſoning, 

| ſhall be ſo far from endeavouring to 
contradift him in every thing, that I ſhall 
grant him all chat poſlibly I can. _ 
wor 
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worſt of Hereticks ſpeak many. things 
that are true; and the more_we can with 
juſtice allow them, the plainer we hall 


make their Errors appear ;1; and the more 
difficult it Wyl be po the nyt eek 
for this obligeth th 1 eithex to Vue” to 
the pinch. of t tion, or be 


It can't be expe Qed i 
a Letter, that I | ſhould enter. 


into any 
nice d.(quiſitions about the nature /of Faith 
in general; or of the myKerie Tt the Go- 


(pel. in particular; or of the uſe of Es 
in. Religion ;, For am Sree 0108 t6 
bye s ol Ar deg wh FI were 
Riould not be.m wer to hit. 
þÞ only ſhew. the G'S 
folly of this Man'sarglily-and Jay open 
the Cheats and Fallec > Which.he is 


either, ay himſelf, of ud impoſg 
upot s: That | mayirel 
ject hE treats of, from thar ry r 


the ſub- 
agls and 
obſcurity in which! he has involy' 
ther throtgh ſgnofgnce < or deſign. -. 


'd it, ci- 

And firſt, there is great Jebeit i in the 
very Title of the Book; CHRISTI- 
ANITY NOT MYSTE IOUS. 
For by thefe two words, as it appears by 


what follows, he wou'd raiſe a Notion in 
B 3 the 


the heads of People that : Chriſtianity, as 
it is now "generally taught and receiy'd 
among, us, is a Religion made up of dark 
znigmatical Alluſions, and lard, irrati- 
onal and y; iptbleNo t0hs; or elfe'of 
the plaineft chigs ode in myſteri- 
ous Rires and mores ; ; and'in ſhort, 
that our moſt tet Faith, 5 noother than 
one Breat'R: | 


| Wheteks Chritianity ies fr from be- 
ing Myſterious, that it is the plaineſtIn- 
Nitution in Se World, All the nece iry 


Pomts, of and Pr ce are fo 
en OY hy pacity, — 


Ae Bio RY lated foi allforts of 


fe. tlier py faid of the titn 
of * ew od woud pat his 
Law into. fof 
in their El: 


ard parts, ahd me s 
"os Fd {they Pould 
bim even | Be"leaſt of erm't Tres 


teſt, {þ ih hs Soptifter wou'd 
have inferrd" from hence s, Thar every 
thing God ſhould reveal in the times of 
the Goſpel, Men ſhould have /as full and 
comprehenſive a kno xJge of, as' they 
have of any..thi ture. . Bot tis. e- 
videnr this expre 4 was Ccſign'd to fig- 
nifie the plainnefs. of "the" Gotpe), as 'to 
all matters bf obligation upon Mer Con- 
iciences, 
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ſciences, in oppofition' tothe: obſcurity/of 
the Law; which 'was' ſa:perplex'd TD 
multitude of Rites and Ciroumitznc 


Duty, that it was troubleſom and tedi- 


ous to learn and ob » And 
therefore it is ſaid i ply Text That 
they ſhould nat" every Mak his 
Neighbour ; © faying, _ _ 4; . be- 
cauſe all the ary: kno of him 
and his Laws, was thetr to be rendred 
. Plain. and! eafyy;-. (And rhis is 
Ronny glory"iaf»our -R ye its 
plainneſs 15/9ne\great argument of its Ex- 
cellence Ryan wks not but-that _ 
re fore things fevealedin ehe-Golpe), of 

we are- not ag "capable of any 

clear and diſtin . So that 
there is a Sreat ded e between 
\theſe —_-® ity not My- 
/terion yo are [yſteries in 
Chri The: firſt: is ch true, and 


the laſt Tt falle. 


\Or a Trauffs:/ chat FO js A0- 
thing in the Gofpes —__— to Reaſon. 


Who among = ever ſaid there was? 
but if this had not been added; his Book 
- wau'd have been the ſhorter-by Fourteen 
Pages; and were it not for this, and ma- 
B 4 ny 


— __ 
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ny other things in it, as little ro the pur- 


Poſs it had been only a ſtitcht Pamphler, 
and cry'd about with Almanacks. 


Nor above; Reaſon. 


,  &- 266466 * Las RE 

This hkewiſe is a,dubious laying; for if 
it ſignifies that.there, are; .no : expreſſions 
in the Goſpel, -that it 'is-jmpoſlible for:us 
ro know the; meaning of, -then it Ai 
true: For thayſome paſlages are difhiculr, 
yet every td rhe;Goſpel is intelligi- 


ble; and were there any expreſſion in it 
impoſſible; to be underſtood, fo much of 
it muſt; have. been writ . to no -purpoſe. 
But if by no? being above reaſon, be meats 
that there is: nothing ſpoke of in it; but 
what we haveag at; and perfect a 


knowledge..of,. as we have of any obje&t 
of our Segſes,. it is abſolutely ie; 4 
hope will ſufficieatly appear. ,.. 

And thus the whole Title Page is no- 
thing elſe, but equiyocation,and ſophiſm. 
However there is this to be. ſaid for.it, 
that it ſuits the Book very well; the main 
drift of which, is, to ſet up- Natural Reli- 
gion in oppoſition to all Revelation ; and 
theſe ſame Equivocations begua in the Ti- 


tle Page, run through every thing he Ys 
iS 
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His Introduction, wherein he pretends 
to ſtate the Queſtion, requires no Anſwer; 
for we grant that the notion of a My- 
ſtery is to be taken from'rtheHolyScrip- 
tures, and not from-the opinion of 
private Ddftor, or Council, 'or | any infalli- 
ble Head : So there are Six Pages of Im- 


pertinence cutoff already. 
I ſhall only#take notice, how he ſets 
out with a fling at the Divines, the Men 


he's all along ſo angry with, who gravely 
tell us, s | 


That we: muſt adore what we can't com 
pritbend. | 


PT Ie Ty 

Yes, they'tell-us weſt adore God, 
and yet we cannot compreheadihim. Let 
him proW@wwe can if he's able; nd wirh- 
out givilihimſelf or us any farther trou- 
ble, we will put the"whole: 'Controverſly 
to a ſhort iſſue, and let-it- lie' upon-this 
one point.” And if he dots not\make our, 
that we haveias/full and: comprehenſive a 
knowledge ofthe Nature and Attributes 
of God, 'as we have of any-Propoficion in 
Euclid, then what will this\Man deſerve 
tor that arrogaiit expreſſion of his, 


That 


A— 
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Pp. 87. That the Divine Being himſelf caunot 


Laſt Edi-appth more reafon "be qroomtted "Myſterious, 
10.8.8 than the moſticontemptible of his Creatures. 


His buſhes here was to have ſtated the 
Queſtion, [and let us have koown what 
was the true Notion of .a-\Myſtery in 
Scripture. Bit inſtead of this he goes a 
great way about to tell:;us; that "the 
true-notion of -a Myſteryy$to be taken 
no where bur from wn Which no one j 
denies. , And therefore finte;he bath not 
done it, I muſt; That both He and 1 may 
ſpeak to the purpoſe, and neither of us 
hereafter trouble the Wothd. with unper- 
tinence. 

Now the cleareſt way I can think of 
for doing-of thilsy-is to inſtance in ſome 
particular. Myſtery of the-G 
that oneffor-alt; to let us-fee 
ftian Myfteryns: in the ſepte 
I ſball take the firſt Ichink of, 
RefurreQion of. our Bodies. . | 57 

Cor. 15." Saint Paul peaking dbabix ſays, -Be- 

51, 52. hold 1 fhew you a'\ Myſtery; we ſhall all be 
chang'd in the twinkling of an eye. Again 

1 706. 3-2< St. Jobs ſpe aking of the ſame matter ſays, 
It doth not yet 22g - what: we ſhall be, but 
we kuow that wheu he ſhall appear, we ſhall 
be like him. | 

From 


at of. the 


"I * Clriſtienit y not-. My fteriots. 


— <o—_— . am__ 


— — 


From whence we ſee a Chriſtian My 
ery is ſotyething which relates to ano» 


ther life, which it was'1 for us 
to know, without Divine ; wig 
rtmeg = hang HED ar 
parts an cat t 't6rhprehend 
Or ſhorder. ; 
ic is « DIA Troth ve J to 
pre "oy p a 


As partic this af « _ c ca 
- the laft Ta Prey the 1 orogy! which 
wy truth {al ating toanorh 


never have enter'd into our heads 

fo think of, unkels it had been reveal'd to 

us from Heaven; And n& that it is»re- 

veal'd to tis hat tve ſhall be Iife phim, yer 

we knoy of the' = of it 
wherein eſs ' will &6 ft. 

& ſos 


So that. fe iſtian''\ 
is ſomethin wedo u 

chiog rhar' we 'are igtorant of ; 
and it 'is calld a Myſtery in reſpe@ © of 
both theſe, k 


, there 


x. It is caltg A Maſtery in reſpe&t of 
what we-do' Ktlow becxuſe it was 
a thing ſo hidden from ns, that it was im- 
pollible 
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poſſible to diſcover it by thoſe powers of 
knowledge which we are now endu'd with. 
As we could never have known from rea- 
fon, that Chriſtians ſhould be chang'd 
into the I exeſs. of Chrift,. Now it 1s this 
part of the;M yſtery which makes it an 
Article of gs | obligatory upon our 
Conſciences to. believe it. Becauſe we 
underſtand well what it is for a Body to 
be raisd, and alter'd for the berter,and we 
know perfectly what it is for one thing 
iO be chang'd” into the likenels of ano- 
ner. | 
2. It s call'd. a Myſter is reſpect of 
that part of. it which as. 2h we have no 
notion of; becauſe 'tis utterly impoſſible 
for us in this life to attain to any know- 
ledge of it.by reaſon aſſiſted with the great- 
eſt degree of. revelation that ,is a orded 
us.. And thus it is im 
this lifeto have any notionof.thie 
of that change,into the kenels of Chriſt, 
for, tis —R. ſaid, That, it doth not yet 
appear what we tþall be. From. 7 4a [ 
ſhall infer only thus much x preſent, that 
what we- do bs and qe 1s yet can» 
ceal'd from us, are in groſs call'd the ſame 
Myſtery. And that as.we are oblig'd to 
believe what is reveal'd of, i it, {o likewiſe 


we are at the ſame time oblig'd from ex- 
preſs 


Chriftianity not Myſterious. 


's 


preſs words of Scripture to believe, that 
there is more in it than we are now able 
to comprehend. Nay thar there is ſome- 
thing in it which we have'ino notion or 
Idea at all of. OPT + 
_” «Az 
This is the notion of'a Myſtery in the 
ſenſe of Scripture ; and rherefore now we 
ſee the Qneſtion is not,” Whether a man 
can believe what he knows weblog of which 
no man in his wits ever yet #ftirm'd ; for 
there is a flat contradiction in the terms; 
and yet this is the main thing he labours 
to diſprove, and by whichhetideavours 
to] confound his Readers. Butthe Queſti- 
on 1s, | 


Whether there be not ſome things in the 
Goſpel, concerning which we are bound to 
believe, that there is much mofe in them 
than we are now able to comprehend. 

If there be ſuch things, as it appears in 
this inſtance "of the Refurreion, then 
there is ſomething in the Goſpel that may 
properly be call'd a Myſtery ; and in fo 
ftrit a ſenſe, that nothing elſe can be 
call'd a Myſtery with fo great propriety 
x Speech, as will appear more fully here- 
altcr, 


The 


77 Aon dT 
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The caſe would have been'the ſame; 
had I taken'any other Myſtery for an in- 
ſtance, either the eternal Generation of 
the Son.;z or: the Proceflion of the Holy 
Ghoſt ; or the Union of the Divine and 
Human Nature; or the Operations of the 
Holy Spirit in the a of Grace ; or the 
Felicity: and Joys of Heaven, &c. and-i 
it be requir'd I. am ready: to quit this, a 
take any other for an inſtance which he 
ſhall pitch upon. 


Now this /i5 the thing that lay vu 
him to diprevy bor ha durſt not yo 
bout proving” or diſproving any thing, till 
he has perplex'd the matter in hand, and 
amus'd his Reader with fantaſtical terms 
and diſtinRions. If he had meant ho- 
neſtly, and thought himſelf able to go 
through 'with what he undertook ; he 
would have ſpoke plain undiſguisd Reaſon 
and proceeded immediately ro the proof 
of the Queſtion. But inſtead of this he 
finds it neceſſary to ſpend above one third 
of his Book in loſing of it': wherefore E 
muſt take my leave of it for ſome time 
as he doth, to reſcue the ſubjeR from ob+ 
{curity, and force this Man toſpeak plain- 
ly and intelligibly. 


And 
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at. 


And firſt he tells us, That reaſon is notP. 8.9.19. 


the man that hath it ; nor the things to be. 


reaſon'd about ; nor is it-\ouns appetites 


and defires ; nor 1s it authorgty. _ 


trifling this is ? He; ſhould-have added} 


that it was not-the Head"that. forms the- 
Thovghts ; nor-the Fingers that-write- 


that; nor/is it the Brain it felf; No | nor 


. is my Reaſon, thereaſon ofanother Man. 
Our Readers arc like 'ro be > much the wi-- 


ler for this. 


Aﬀeer this he proccecleliditgitther what@. 11. 


it is, in his ſecond Chapter;z«the whole 
ſubſtance of which in other words is only 
this ; that it/'is not Simplex Apprebenfeo, 
nor. Tadicium; / but that it is that 
1s properly call'd Reaſon: Nay: = bo 
will not expreſs by Sy4ogi/m, the 
for it that is commonly receiv'd : = = 
mult call it, The application of intermediate , 


Idea's to other Tded's that ave diſtant from P. 13 


one zanother, and ly too far aſunder in the 
mind. And this he explains by the mea- 
furing of tmo Houſes with a Line ; becauſe 
you canTtake one Houle in-one hand, and 
the other inanother, and ſo.chp-them-to-; 
gether, to findout which is higheſt. What 
is this but making a Syllogiſm, by apply- 


ing 
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ing the Medius Terminus tothe parts of the 
Queſtion? and to what purpoſe is all this, 
unleſs he thinks that his Readers have nor 


learned Logick ? 


Yes, he hath a drift'in it, which is ve- 
ry obſervable in all our modern Writers 
againſt reveal'd Religion ; for unleſfs'he 
firſt laysdown falfe rules of reaſoning, the 
conſequences he wou'dmake, will not ap- 
pear to be true. Th6ke's in the right of 
it thus far, and 'it is no more than what 
is in every common Logick ; Yet what 
— Is d is both trifling and - 
alſe, 


= D "cre I I OI SE. rmngn—_— F > —— 


For "firſt, his four ways of coming to 
the knowledge of any thing, are very ill 
put together, and the diftinion frivolous. 
The Experience of the Sences" the Experi- 
ence of the Mind ( 1. e. ) in uſual ſpeaking, 
Senſe and*Reaſon ; Human and Divine 
Revelation. Now at firſt ſight who does 
not ſee, that any revelation by Godor 
Man, muſt enter into the mind by one 
of theſe two ways, either by our Senſes 
or our Reaſon ; ſo that there are but theſe 
two ways till. 


4 a — LW" 


 Clifllanity not Myfteriouscs.” 


em 


And:then*as to his making 
means ouly of | Information, \andſ*; Evi 
the only groand of. Perſwafiow; 'which is the 
fundamental Error*of neg and -1n- 
deed of all theſe modern#Writers who 
make ſuch a-ſtimabout Reaſon and: Evi- 
dence; we ſhall ſee*thevfalſity: of it if we 
conſider Authority infteſpect of the Perſon 
who is iofunn'$- and of him who: gives 
rc Informationdis 


knowledge. of a chidg) he was 
norant ot before, and whielvhe co 
attain of himſelf 2 why, _ 
vealing it to-him\ - ... 

-.. 2. When:confidered in; Ui Saforn 
rn Tock ary do 


#c US 


's To make \ co be ai upon a aaa 


WO | may rake'norice-rhat by E- 
Tiggpce he means nothing more than the crowledg 
f2 thing in che Mind, So that thele rwo Expreſ- 
fions arc the, ſame... Evidence s the only graund of 
Perſwaſion, and; "You" can give your aſſent to nothing 
but what you know. All the ditference is, that on 
is p plain, aid rhe _ och de ogg Rb, I 
mult -uſe bis own Cant, otherwite tho 
Her fo les heh = = he wall ro im To 
felf atiſwer'd;” 
F © 1 


'*+* - nb 'v- MLIF 


——  —_—_ 
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| give my-aſlent-to any Propoſition-rels- 
ted ro me from another 2 becauſe of the 


veracity and ability of the Perſon that 


makes th ation. 

- Bur cunning man will ask, How 
aSthac which is inſeparable from ano» 
cher be the ground of any -aſkent in.my 
mind 2 I Anſwer, #15 the opinion that 
isin me of his ability and veracity is the 


cauſe of my aſſent, nd of this 


opinion indeed is Evidenee : But then this 
Evidence 1s a ground: okpe&ttwaſion in re- 
ipetof themmorhs nonly ;-and 
thar Welploramathority of bis, is-the 
only graandworrperſwaſion in reſpe@of 


the (bltaieWfof what he relates. to me. 
From-wihence-it is/plain, 'that though we 
grant that Evidence (in the: Mind 'is a 
ground of perſyalſion?yjet iis not'theon- 
ly. ground,” And' make this 


very clear and undeniable, let us take an 
inſtance LVF op 


tions, wherein 
oy os gron 


may, be confider'd ew 
The three angles of a Trang are pa) 


to two right Ones. 


In a Perſon who is able to demon 
this Propoſition the only ground- of his 
| perſwaſton 


a— 


any not Myſterivugy 
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—— 


perſwaſion 

in the Mind: For/the reaſon aphy: noon 
his aſſent ro-it is, cms ne 
agreement of the extreams; 
diate Idea s, and thus as he die 


not been reveal'd, « and eefore in, this 
reſp Authority is. means of igforma- 
tion ;-fo'l ſhould gever have believed-it, 
if ' hadinot: that this Revelation 
me fugin Ggd. Ant therefore 4u- 
conſider'd ir the Revealer, 'is the 
ground of wy «/hororhe ſubſtance 
of this Propoſition.  - - 


But to woke this plainer, we muſt con- 
pow ag nitiral Troths-which do not 
uire Revelation, need no 0- 

To of perfwaſion bat Evidence ; 
thoſs which do , have both theſe 
perſwafion, Evidence and Au- 
thority; 


ther 
but t 
T_—_ of 


C 2 


or aſſent, isthe evidence of it 
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tbority 3. as will appear ” we « dihgut 
theres things in every relation. -. 
r:''The;meaning of thei words. _. - 
2.) The;relation _ 'or-the. very at 
aj-revela 
\ The! *; 
by the Revelaiont 

»As to the meaning ol the words, a 

truth of the revelation in any vropolen 


on,. Evidence -.is thy l.of -perlwaſi- 
on: for why. do Ib is Propoſiti- 


the thing i inten- | 


ab-its coming from God;frpm 
prooigiite my. Sepſes-and: Reatan, 
whielwargue-the-Niyine | Miſſion of--the 
Perſon-who relates ipg and ey ty 
the Divinity-: of the: relggion.;i it {elf.;./ Bur 
as:t0-the Salftaxce 2 
Awhority 15.21 only grout 


ofehargPropoſy 
ſion, as ingeed it 15 10 all —— wh 


loever, GOHGGgEts 2allt jo 


————.—_— 


"7-5 
* To yen. 4 abi Y I do nor take the 
word Su Fc ere Pitt , as it 18 opposd ro the 


modes and accidents of 8, vat as ir ORs 
them, [* 


- 
” - 
F : 


3 


And 


—— MW &. 


_ Obey not Myſtetitunh. 22 


— 4 —— 


Aid therefore * tis now. lai 7 bow. Di-? P. 43 &. 


vint"and FElgmane Autbority'i as well '** 
in degrees.of Per. wars yxrws as' + 
And why > becauſe when a: meeriman. re: 
lates any thing. tome, thi ow the 
veracity of the: 1s impolite 
for him to give ; proof y 

my Reaſon of®the reality, and ſub: 
ance of what".he relates, as God: can; 


And therefc IF : Fa lo Brcat 2 de- 

Anka Evider "Though 
uppole this ion ta | got re (lo 

that this relationor by 

ſhall be upon equal" Ciclide 


being both alike true) Faſſent of 


mine'to what the man x is more 
precarious and wotſe founded. K's, my 
faith of any divine. propoſition; becauſe 
this is more'cleax and diſtin, -ashaving 
"degree offEvidehice i in the mind which 


I ſhall make his plain by.an inſtance, 
A man tells me-that een 5 lwallow'd up 
byan Earthquake ;. I have ſuch an opint- 
on of the veracity of the Man, that. give 
my -—__ to it and believe. firmly. 


| © r o | 


F WY - WW 


T © 


* Thar which __ this Paragraph'obſcure, « 
is the miſtakin you in the Mindzor Kyowledge, 


tor (Role proofs which are only the cauſe of ir. 


C 3 Let 


22 


PX 


An Anſwer to « Booked, 


OS 2s lee 


Prot 


Let vs ſuppoſe afterwards iQ 
3 ne So me: "Ax \yet" there 


e of. oe aflow- 


- the ſame hn 
n 


by thn oy _ 'of the 'man; 
5d tell rrfrh 1 in 
we rm rhe” relati- 


on by 4 A Mirkelet ther ſhall” faiſe "an B 
nce or degree of kngwiedbe Ta 
Mind, beyond any thin 


man is able 


to efle&; and conſe F the revelati- 
on"of the ſatnhir 5 From Coc n__—y 
clearer, and_ gives ir Eater degres of 
peripict ty mamnity Q'1 JeTore. 

But 2 | is fer me clear, That At- 
pact pronnd of erfwak jon, if we 


F: oh all Evidence in the Mind 
jb (7 from Evidence in_the Thing 


Now all Truths in t 5 a 


re. cqvc 
evident; bur in reſpec ey ar ly 
ſo: for ome we are capable of kn 


diſtinetly, Ind ſome we are not, becaule 
they a ' not ſuited to '6vr 'preſent capaci- 
ties. In reſpect of thole divine truths, 

of that part of them 'which is ſuited to 
our preſent capacities, ' Fvidence "is the 
ground of periwaſion ; bur in reſpe_of 
that part of it, which is not ſuited to our 
(ara 6 as WE have Authority, is.” 


And 


-» Glad/lianity n0t Myſterious, 3 


;thus- we ſee, po we ma ' give 
nt, to-many Pr ns, 
ſubſtance of which we-have.no. Evidence 
in-the mind. - Why: ha he a ma 
ſhall believe what he doth 
that is giving hisaſſent to aothing. _ 
this is 8 quibble and to remove. it 
ally, let'us take up the ſame propa: 
ons again, 


The thres | 
to two right 
- Tis plain a ma 
Triangle is, and what ti 
to be equa] to another, 
ſent to this propoſition ; ;.th 
it may be utterly impoſſible ever to beat 
the demonſtration into his head. And 
though he gorh mot comprehend it, yet 
he cannot be ſaid to be ignorant of it. And 
the only ground'of his aſſentis, rhe Au: 


panes ot ſome, perſon; who is able to des 
gonltrate it. 


» And thus it-is with a Divine propo- 
ſition, When Chriſt appears we ſhall be 
like him. Any. one who knows what it 
is for a body to be raisd, and for one 


thing to be like another, may give” his 
4 aſſent 


what a 
Ar le 
ve 


af 
ough perhaps 
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ape to. this Gtion; thought be 
ible for hum, to know-wherein this 
7 enels will conſiſt, or to demonſtrate 
rank it will certainly be1o. And there- 
ore the ority. of 'God /is the only 

Os of perſwaſion in- this propoſition; 
the no Evidence is neceſſary any «farther 


n.to underſtand the meaning of the 
rds, and the truth of the revelation it 
ſelf. So groundlelſs j inci 
of, his, that, a ma 


* 

But far b from this ſuppoſition of 
his, that Authority is only. a means of Infor- 
mation, and Evidence the only ground of 
Perſwafion, theſe two —_— will dt- 
realy tollow, 2 

1- That a man can never be deceived 
in any 4biog; for if Evidence inthe Mind 
be the only ground of Perſwaſion, a mag 
can never give his aſſent but where there 
1s this Evidence ; for if there be but one 
only caule, the ffc& can never proceed 
but from that cauſe; and what is evident, 
that is what is truly known, can never 


VE. 
decei i 


-— 
- 
- 
> 
- 


| Chvoftilthity ot Myſterious. =] 


" Heobath no way of &fading'this, bat 
by fa that.'the ferror is the 

giving where there is none, or-not 
pow Evidefice' in bp ; which 
deſtroys every "thi upon 
head; for this Ave that ron ths 
forme other cauſe of aſſent beſides \Evi- 
dence. But if 'we ſuppoſe Evidence ro 
the only cauſegf.aſſent, therit muſt va- 
ry in degrebg” ep with it's'cauſe; ſo 
t a clear” n RE haves a fir 
nt, and the eaſt: degree of Bvidence 
ſhall have but Wl a (l.dea Hf 2fenr; 
{6 that ſtill a man © deceiv'd 
in any thing, or in at And 
for him to fay that we may-thimk we have 
this Evidence when we have i it not; is 
ſtill ſuppoſing that there is ſome other 
ground of aſſent.” Nay worſe, *tis ſuppo- 
fing that 'a thing «may be” Evident to us, 
aud-not Evident at the ye time. 


2. [t will follow that no Perſupeicher 
God or Man, can be believ'd on their 
word. For what they relate is evident 
to the Mind; or it is not; If it be, rhen 
chey give" their aſſent to that Evidence, 


and not” to the Perſon who relates it. If 


it be not evident ( 1. e. ) according to 
him, if he doth nor know it perfeRly, 
he 


— 
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he muſt utterly-ajed i it, And chuajoafey 
words he deſtroyyall Faith, -both Humane 
and —_ For thus be proceeds; 2 
Man ca ve. nothing - but what be 
knows, nothing, but what 
comprehend a thing wh thath. a - 
[eter wk ie.) when 
it is as clears a Mathematical Demonſtra- 
tion ; or-as evident be ſces with 
(Eble y noi KDE 15 belicvi 
il the wpgld over. nn : 
; i [ | F: de nes. 
ence 1; < oreed.o Poke 
on, I con OW" Hoop nb nonkget a 


diſtin Ided COT IIOR naichs 


grqand of this Evi This. opinion 
on. a-face. of fairneſs and probability, 
and infinuates. it (ſelf by the common in- 
clinations of men. who are -naturally as 
verſe to all reſtraint in thinking as well 
" <P and are as uneaſie at any fet- 

rs upgn their. Mind as upon-their Body. 

They wou'd not willingly be oblig dag 
give their aſſent to any. thing but what 
they have clear and diſtin@ Idea's of ; and 
if it be not thus in the Chriſtian Religion, 
even well meaning people are apt towiſh 
it were lo. 


Now 


oppoſers of ; 
= er 


ko oaid bas " "ar" a 
Reaſon as full a ſcape, and' 4: 
berty in matters f Religion a be” in 5" ty 


thing elſe. - So this they will * find vs as 
reat Sticklers for clear 1dea's, ſtrict Rea- 
on, and Evidence us they can oh cheir 
hearts. "Te 


 Thek Men ſpeak much truth, Wrrakes 

' inferences, never conſidering © the 
ference between theſe two propoiti- 
hs, but confounding them in all their 
Ciſcourfes. " 

Clear and diſtin? 1dea's are the founda- 
tion of | all our knowledge and aſſent, which 
conſider'd in a right fcnſe ts _ 


true; But fotMithat other whith they 
make a conk "of i _ itis Wncely 
falſe, viz. # * 

'T hat we 4» holiens nothing chu what ws 
have a cleaÞand diſftintt OR ''For the 
dear conceptions we have of bme things, 

ive us #FRonfus'd and i a know- | 
e of others ; -and 1 it is ''the'gt- 
count of thoſe thi TS &f we have 
clear and diſtinQ;, ft we give'a 
firm aſſent tothe, gs 


ſtint Idea's.” And. 
tf muſt have a clear Sd Jilin Idea of 


every thing 1 give my aſſent Wy. 


Now, becauſe this is the Gdamentil 
error of all our en Reaſoners againſt 
Revelation, and the fallacy whereby rhey 
impoſpon others; 1 ſhall expreſs my felt 
2s diſtinAly and plainly i in this matter us 
] can. 


But by the way we muft obſerve hat 
ſince it appears' undeniably from what 
hath been faid, that Evidence 1s not- the 


only ground of Perfwaſion, it i5 a ___ 
an 


clear and:di give, my 
aſſent to. but that] 6.4 there:is a 
neceflity of: 1clear :and diſtig& Idea's,of 
ſome things; | 


- doth not 
veal its Relations, 


Focefu 'd of 


the wild erage: pf: Fbuldlts, 
and\the deluſions: &f the Devil. It & 24 
the helpiof:this that I. now. ſhew: the 

rence between: his. fallacies and the truth 
of God.- And-in order-to: ſet them both 
in a clear light; ſhall-fix the ſighificati- 
_ Fen yoo word,” which 

a make 

5 of, for otherwiſe,,we. ſhal * grope 

r truth in the dark. 

x. W baſeline: by an: Adequate {tea 
is fare and;fixgali ©); a full:and.compre- 
hepſive. knowledge of any thing, ſo as to 
know allatierisknowable jn-ig. But how 
las ſhort,, whas, Men. call a'clear wy ﬆ 

. 


ſ{tint'Idea comay. 
ceþrion of a'r 

mine, 
is varied almoſt in infinite 


rc we beck 2620 end difind Meets 
of 4} things/reveal'd tous inthe Goſpel, as 
we have of the ovlinary Phienoment of Naz 
Fure. And, a 26d l WM 57: I\ . 


ag #4444 W441: þ INC 


: 7 hat "we. ave wbiighlehigwme. ah Mins 
" Javvhyy veto cheer _ 
Cen ters of them. 


In dire mrs which l 19a 
lay down theſe two propoſitions, 


xr. That we are ſo far "Oy | 
and diftint? Idea's of th 


þ that we have 
all of thaw. 
 Bh.AT 


- 
- 
. 


open the true arn 


that we may” Clear £4 p1 | 
Knowledge ends; ant Faith yroedofiglone: 
ww £11. 0 2 eaten!) agen 

3 Jt ws —_ 7 | 


- 
k , 
' 


ST 2 o 
. - 3. 
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nd Faunten led a dve obſervation of 
this diſtin ionfSwou'd effetuallyptur an 
end to all this controverſie about myſte- 
ries. 

'Now what I fay is this; that we have 
no proper [dea's of the thihgs of another 
World, on to/ our yrs 8 
ons of from thoſe: 

World whereof we haye clea diſtin 
Idea's. And to maltaithis ppear, let us 
conſider" thar the 

God's revealing's 
by gl 


> 3. 
which 


ing h 


grants that it is:not 
afjne? aridorher 

'himfelf- to rm poewids we 
en e;\thenns plan that he muſt 
make'uſe of futhbiwords gine Eaxail 
within: mer er nou” 

BRITT arg: 
ap6-can {have-no: bclencd & 
te Idea from _ or Reaſon, of 
the real nature of any thi relaring.to to 

Al © or ine 


another life. as.it 1s a 2 Ng ba yy 
[* TRE t at 


a other notion” 'O 


with FS «0) "JENEUTT 
YoPul incompre- 


_— 


53” SISCT 


0W5,, 33 
4 ny * 
AF SIX ——_ 


, ——_— 


——_— 


 Diſiiy 
he. Me 
NF ins. fo baye ng more myſte- 


rious 18 it than a lock of a ſtone. 


.x. And firſt our imagination.can frame 
no likeneſs .or reſemblance of God, as. it 
C x4 material. and ſenſihle, Objes'; 
a glore_the Iſraelites. wal forbid to 
repreſent dim by. any, figure or reſem- 
lance, becau ſaw no ſimilitude. 
And tothe are magy_ exprel- 

7 A# 3 7 


# 


a ſtone, becauſe we can frame ſome "2 
gination of theſe, but none at.all of 


2. But, as we can. form. no fimilitude 
from the Sences,,10. neither hath the Rea- 
ſon any the leaſt ghmps of his real Nature 
as he is in himſclt, for the onlgyay we 

ve of forming an Idea of him tf either 
negatively, by removing from him all 
the Imperictions of the Creatures, or by 
enlarging thoſe, excellencies we_ find in 
theſe, and attributing them to God. . 50 
that he is now. incomprehenſible to us, 
not only as wg have no clear and diſtin 

I | D knowledge 


— 


—  —  - _, 


H— —4n is if ” Bod Wnvenled, 


conclude it muſt be for 


wicdge of hit” bur as we war 
g Kea 7 at all of his teal nature. *And 
therefore when he ' made a particular Re- 
yelation of himſelf it was. only by the 
fla e T_ AM, which denoted nothing 
more of him than buy his Exiſterice ; 
and plaih [htimated” that it * 
ble for then ©to conceive” an 
ther of him. For this geaſon 

hereafter_we ſhall Bo be is, ing: 


we have? 


the thi © this A 
this farther | 
in thoſe Attributes 'of his, 


thought to have the moſt clearand aiſle 
19's ; And, | 


x. 'Tis reveal'd to us that God is a Spi- 
rit, by which we really underſtand no- 
thing more, 'than' that he'is'a Being that 
is not matter ; whicti” is fo far from 2 
pro mediareTdea; rhat it is not a 
poſitive one ; fot all the notion we have 
of a Spirit is that it thinks, and that it 
moves. As to the firſt of thele, the only 
reaſon why we _— Ir to a'$pitir, 
is becauſe we can 'dermonftr 65 thar meer 


"matter cannot” think ;* js Aw Ay 
elſe that 


can, 


exp phough » we have phorieg: at all of 
what- it is. - Belides' © conetive 
what thinking is in. a . bes pirit ; we 
know nothing_ of the true manner of that 
ofcration.in'then, which isanſwerable to 
knowledge.in/vs. We can conceive think- 
4 w.,. onlyas- it is] m'd by 
MO carl Organs, a re imme- 
giately bythe Fibres of the Brain. But 
when we-let s:to conſider jt ab- 
ſradtedly | 
at <all of it. t we, 
2/notion 
4asWwe do. of its" 


by dragging one Leg a 


by 'we walk 


er. 
And 'then: as to'its. —_ when we 


ſay a Spirit .moves,- we don't-mak 
inference from any knowledge we. 
of 'the true nature of it, but ule bo 
can prove that matter: can't move it ſelf, 
and-thus by:denying it to) matter, we re- 
ally do nothitig:Mmore' than give it to 
ſomething elle ; bur han hi ageting 
4s we know not. ':For we know hot how 
it rioves, or ; how it communicates this 
diſting 9 poo meh | x fn ap can oy 
uiih Thopght a otion 102 
rit ;-and as far as we ' may. make a con- 
jeQture of what we have no "Idea of, inall 
Wply-hooyareche ſame. And there- 
D z 


' fors 


Fad —_— FT” 


= 
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1 ck of fare I'can't butzwonder that any one 


$ £- iis 
' ay r 
”. Tf! . 
8-21-05. 
+ 4» 


trom any-true” Idea © 
we beganto reckon-Two, Had 1 laid One, 


tound a better repreſentatibm of Eternity, 


{&'d. 2 firm, that we have as clear%and 
diſtin an\{dea of Spirit as of Body. That 
we have as good proof for it's exiſtence, 
as we have for that of matter Iprant ; ; but 
to'fay our _Idea's of their Modes and Pro- 


perties arglgqually clear and diſt 
pears tO Wir AH AWEN” a on” 


2. As for Infinity 
God, theenly way 
notion of this, 15 b 
tion, andithen a cor 
mains when were weary of this. But'tis 
plain thee is not one addition we make 
but 3pſo fafto 'we deſtroy it's being z the 
veyy thought of addition, does of. all 
things in the World carry the Mind- far- 
theſt from: -the-real nature of ir. And 
how litrle-this will help us to any imme- 
diate poſtriver Idea. of it is plain, becauſe 
that when wehave unagind allthe Atoms 
that gr the compoſition of the Uni- 
verſe,” told as <a times over as we can 
heap .up: numbers for; it; we are as far 

f [ofivity, as when 


we ſhou'd" in all lIikely-hood have- been 
nearer it; as an nſtans of time hath been 


than 


© [Chr 


== vor gunbertk ""——_— 

An Rf omfoge LIAR pg Eh k of 
true, knowledge, to own our 
ard fay it is a'perfertion which, 

nothing of, ,but, we form 4.gr alcancy 

ion of it by pexpetua 109,10 the: 
$1 on hi £8 or lang- 
n | 


Jaratien FA W- 


\F ail 
pe rhing 
IETE " 4 "and; every. 
ere; : an. therefore. 
we frame. to. gur {&lyes)a grols,.. 


FE 


ic. by hat. of, continged extent 
at. wy HEE, We are ſure his mult 
utterl with the real, Natura 


of God. $Y'S Wir $+ DES, ONL 


i And: as for j 0 2 Wed. G i Cl 


are wy far rdbys 1g ANF; 


come: TY we ay ee PE 

we can NO. more conceive. i, ir is <3 
conceive, how ,a7thing , ma 

rune 5; ap pers 

ur {el hug the beſt Idea we 

can 


9, : ya 5 id 
Eng at 
9 bas, Lame Rs 1 

ds..Ar6. « 
A 


nt Sf perfe 08, 
CT tis i ar a repre enearios of 
him. as Dark 
cf, nothing 


bl and expreſ- 
comprebenli| - 4- 


him 
"But endl, As we ie 


i AE: = ewe ſuch. |; 


any... thing Ws. to by: 


ven 1s reveal 
Lig ts. the 
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tion'd as having Hands and Feet; 
Seeing, and Hearing, and as eing-: Fry 
ed with all the paſſions of a Haman'Sobl ; 
becauſe he-harh no other way to ſpeak of 
himſelf to'us now, ſince we have neither 
Words nor-ldea's, to think or ſpeak of 
him afteriany other manner; offinted 
of any other Objeas of another World. 


And aggfore it .is@hat the Spirit Ke 
God in ahis Revela , hath made uſe, 
not only of the Wores #nd Phraſes com: 
monly recelv9d and underſtood; bur like- 
wiſe of thoſe common notions in the minds 

of Men, of things in this World, to repre- 
ſent Truths, which are'in teſpe& of us 
now unconceivable; and fot which rhere 
are as yet no capaciti8&in our nature. 'So. 
'that in truth all the dean's we at prelept 
have of the things of anorher World, are 
no other than a fort of Zypes and Figures 
of things; the real natyre of which'15-to- 
tally olevr' from us. 

And this is the ſiteral- meaning of chok 
words of St. Paul, That now we ſee. through 
a Glaſs darkly, (i. e.) by analogy ofily 
with the thidgs of this World. a. er 
Face to: Face { 1. &.) we have as im- 
mediate a yiew of thoſe}  Obje 4s, 
as we have now of rheſe c whicty 0 , 

y 
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ly repreſent them to 88% So that when 
we are ſaid t6 have theſe divine Truths 
revea'd to vsin par?, the meaning is nor, 
that any real part of the'thing as it is in 
it ſelf is exhibited ro our VIEW s and ths 
reſt obſcur'd; or that we have any oor 
ſin view of the thing ir (elf*s we'ſes 
att . Object at 4 great Silber But rhe 
ning is, that the mal? reveal'd'tb 
us pnder the r nce'o ("6c Pr 
in'this World, Fwe haveClca! d 
diſtinct Idea's. 
"And hos. it is i pliin nd we 
may be faid- to have 7de's of and Di- 
vine things, yer they are tot immediate 
or proper ones, but a ſort of com npoſai 
we take "up from our Idea's of orldly 
Objes; Which at the utmoſt mounts 6 
no' more thari a Type or Figure, by which 
ſomething in angther World is fignificd] 
of which we have 'no more jporion tha 
a Blind-man' hath "of Z7 naw 
that Iam fallen into this Hep which 
ſeems, 'well to'explain ' the; nature of 
the ting let' vs arſe! ir” | Iirtfe; ang 
ſuppoſe, ha t*to'a ' Ma who had n&ve 
ſeen or heard any thing df it, it wert” tb 
be 1 here was let a thing bs 
as yet” hath Heither'n 
» fot it; not 'any*capacity 


of 


————. 
—_ 


of conceiving what it. is ; « fl. Tis 

plain agyhakgek ah wou' ny reveal this 
to him by the DRIVE, O oy a wor 
wes onkoppg to, him.;. by ta 

ng on his Mind any Ob. {1 of 
the thin it hl. for then. i it were. utterly 


unpoſſi ; im. to. commun 
Revelation i” others as blind ey 
for nothing |b % the an, Alroigh Y ihe 


reſſion Ot TH 
velatio os | Wor Tl | 
tions whic | rg; And 2 
cordingly that it, 1s a 
thing whi En 2 4 fr WH 


many thouſands.of miles round; 
bl what 6 or- 


e him to know in a mo 
der all things lay at a great dj] nce rom 
him, and gvhat. RFA. t fn =D 

ma 


to another; nay that it Fs 
know where the EE ay 


help of ts he.thou'd. there. Zo a 


ral aoR. whe oumb4 
We TY " 


8 on 


oF. 


SOR ph 
he ſhou'd Yes 
fore 2 Alt 
wou'd 
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had of diſtinguiſhing onsithing, from ano- 
ther: and therefore coup! conclude that 


thoſe Bodienhe heard! of, muſt needs be 
wondrous ſaft and ſacoth. 


Juſk thus da we concaive-the things 
of another World, ſo that ay rack: 
invention, and turn and windall thoſe 
ter s Wwehave into ten arcs —_— 


/ 969 wr and ye 
neſs {; or fmilit 5 
thoſe ores of 


And now/1 Cm be: 'Y 4a it a 
thing poſſible: for God:ta miake ſuch a R 
velation as this to a Blind/Mag, any 
by this conceſſion he deſtroys his whole 
Book. For upon bW'Principleg it, were a 
thing utterly /impoſlible-for any. Man thas 
was born Blind, to believe: there is {uch.g 
thing as Light, upon tbe teſtimony eicher 
of God or Man. For without the: ule -of 
one of | his Eyes at leaſt; he's ſo fll-irom 
having any'clear and diſtinct Idea of-- it, 
that he V+ an no 1deg: at all of - it; 88 
it is init ſelf ; and thorefore om DevVEr 


oh yes. I*5 Wl on 


— pg—— oro 
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fels Lizht wou'd'be no longer: «Myſtery 
to him And when this -Man makes us 
underſtand (as he hath undertaken). the 
nature of God, -and' the things of:another 
World, as perfetly as that Man doth, 
the nature'of Light when his 'Eyes are 
opend, I'will yield. But till then; I muſt 
freely own ours to be the.caſe of that 
Blind Man, in reſpect of all the Myſteries 


of our 10n tþcfore this wonder- 
ful Bo his coin, am very po- 
ſitive that nothing Tels than the Almighty 
Power of Gedis able to perform what he 


promiſes, fince it"'requires the alteration 
of our whole Nature, and the enlargement 
6f all our Faculties. 


But perhaps he will object "= [f it be 
axting thus impoſſible for us to have any 
proper Idea's' of: theſe things of another 
World, what neceſſity was there tor any 
jevelatitn at all'of-them 2 wou'd not the 
immetiate Objects of Senſe\and Reaſon 
have done ſo well, without -farther refc- 
fence to any-thing beyond them 2 1 An- 
ſer, no. For thediſcovery of thetbings 
of another World-even thus far, is. abſo- 


litely neceſlary-to ma good-and 
vertuous.- - Though weladzyer ſo. great 
z'conviction of the innate *excellencyof 


Vertue 


| ——4 
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Vertue it ſelf, yet this wou'd bind us but 
like a Spider's Webb. "We might perhaps 
have admird it for it's delicate an ex- 
cellent contexture, but it wou'd have been 
of no ſtrevgth, to reſtrain the unruly in- 
clinations of our Nature. The excel- 
lencies of Vertue, without theſe Revelati- 
ons, had been a fort of Bonds$gnd Fetters 
which wou'd have fat as looſe upon us as 
#he Air ; they wou'd have ferv'd at beſt 


only to have ra admuration, but 
never to have ncd our practice. 
And thetefore ſine& they thus ne- 
ceſſary, and that we are not capable of 
any knowledge of them by dire and im- 
mediate intuition, there-was no other w 
of revealing them to- us, but by azalog 
with the things of ghis World. And this 
Imperfe&t way of Revelation is ſufficient 
ro anſwer all the ends of God, fince it is 
abundantly enough to all the purpoſes of 
Vertue and Holineſs: as the motions of 
the heavenly Bodies repreſented in a 
Sphere, is ſufficient to anſwer all The ends 
of humane life, though the ZHypothe/rs be 
all very diffcrent .trom it, and repreſents 
nothing lels to us, than the reality of the 
thing. | 


Ir beingyyas 4 hope by this time very 
plain,  thafwe have no ſuch praper or 1m- 
| 8 mediate 


—_ 4 ——  ——_— ” Ie erm ent nd eons. OSS — 
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_— 
mediate Idea's, either of -God or the 
things 'of another World, as of the things 
in this; we may from hence fee the fpe- 
ciovs trifling of thoſe abſtrafted Metaphy- 
fical Brains, who'bend their endeavours 
'to' bring down theſe hidden things to'the 
level of our'preſent capacities of know- 
ledge :* whereasthe finding out a way of - 
commerce with the Moon, or how to 
make a viſit tothe fixt Stars, is a grave 


and (erioh$thought tofit. 


The ottige Propofitiop 1 lid down in 
dire oppolition to him was, 


- *2. That though we have no proper or im- 
' mediate Idea's of theſe things, 'yet that we 
are bound to believe' . And, That our 
Lelief of them is founded upon clear and di- 
tin Idea's. Not of themſelves, but of 
thoſe things by which they are repreſented 
co us, and becauſe of thofe proofs we have 
from thence of their exiſtence to our Sen- 
ſes and our Reaſon. 


And here we are to obſerve what I made 
out” before, viz. That in every Myſtery 
there- are two things to be conſider. 
I. Something that we da; comprehend fully, 
and Secondly, Something that we have no 


© notion 
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notion at all of. As to this latter part of 
it, it is wholly 'exempted from the dif 
ifition of Reaſon, and-Faith alone can 
reach it, for 6vr:Reafon fails us whete 
we have no Idea's. So that in reſpe&t of 
this part of the Myſtery, theſe and fach 
like expreſſions of his are very'true, viz. 


That the intermediate Idea can be no P. 14. | 
| 


proof, where the agreement with both Tdea's 
of the queſtion is w wident. Aid'aga in, 


That when we have no Notlhis or Ideas 
of a thing we caundt Reaſon about it at all. 
For, as I have ſhewn, we have no proper 


immediate'Fdea's of the things revealed'ts, 
us in the Goſpel ; and'therefore we can't 


ſpeak one word of ſ&ſafſe about the real na- 

ture of them, as they are in themſelves. 
All beyond this World, as yet, is but 

a dark and empty Void tous; and we may 


ſend out our Reaſon to range it backward . 


and forward inceſſantly, till Sgul and Bo- 
dy part, and never diſcover the leaſt 
elimps of light, into the trae nature of 
any thing beyond this ſcanty Sphere of 
outs. 'We have no #ntermediate 1dea's 
to make Inferences concerning them, and 
if we had, there tou'd be noapplication of 
them to thitffs*whereof we have'no no- 
t10N, 


CEE 
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we have, and he req to believe 
.nothing, but what is jalt and reaſonable. 


tion. So that. thus far every thing of a- 
nother World is a Myſtery to us, and a 
new born Infant. knows as much of them, 
bating ther exi/tence only, as the learned(t 
man in the world. 

Bt as to that other part of them which 
is knowable by us. (5. e.), as. far as we are 
able to conceive theſe divine things, by 
analogy with the things of this World, -ei- 
ther under the /imilitude of ſenſible Objeds, 
or the Rage" fonr of our, oun Mind, they 
fall entirely under the conſideration of our 
Reaſon. , Thus far we have as clear and 
diſtin Ideas of them, as we have of 0- 
ther ordinary worldly Objeds. . And in 


xeſpet of this part of our Chriſtian Myſte- 


rzes, all theſe ſayings ol his are very true, 
VIZ. 4-466 


That nothing reveal'd is more exempted 
from the diſquiſitions of Reaſon, than the or- 
dinary Phenomena of Nature. And, 


That not hing in the Goſpel is contrary to 
Reaſon, or above, it. 


For all the Revelations.of God are.in a 
way ſuitable to thoſe powers of knowledge 


For 


ew 


th 
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For as he ſays, 7o att tyrannically does on- 
ly "become the Devil. In reſpet of ' this 
"th of the Myſtery, all that he contends 
for holds true. We muſt have clear axd 
diſtinct 1dea's of the "things; 
have'zntermedziate-Tdea's ro find out the as 
greement between "the Extremes: '' What 


need | inſtance in any more/particulars ? 


I allow him-thus far, all the Clearneſs, Per 
ſpicuity, Evidence and Reaſon anyanan can 
wiſh" for. - And all the-r would 
make to theſe Men of Realon 1 is, That 
they wou'd ceaſe to ask follirational ac- 
count; . of what neither 'they nor>we can 
have-any notice of ;' and that as toe 
thing/elſe im Religion they wouU be as 
att, and critical, and ſeverein/their ho 
fonitgs as poſſible can." Andnleſs 
they"find more reafbrito believe the crarh 
of thoſe things reveat'd'in theGolpsl;thaii 
it 18 poſſible or” them:ro/ have: for what 
any Man fays, ” ther I wiltallow them'r6 
be'the only Men of Sexſe,. ant: that we 
ar6-only {oft and credulous fools, 1' ©! i! : 

'Tis every mans native Right uhd-Pre 
viltge to _ ard examineevery thing, 
before he s afferit"ro-ir z (and; ris 
this alone Fich diſtinguiſherh opr Chriſti: 
by Paith grorblind Credulity oecale it.ad- 


its of mn For: lugs 
VE 


'we muſt: 
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have no 10ti0u of the things themſelves, 
yet we are ſufficiently aſſur'd of the truth 
of thera, from thoſe things we fully uo- 
derſtand : And: the conſtant method of 
arguing in divine things is this ; from the 
things whexeof we have-clear and diſtin 
HMea's, we infer the exiſtence of thoſe 
rhung 5 whereof we have no /dea at all. As 
fc inflnce in this Propoſition. 


: 'F bis Commwptible ſbab, put on Incorrup- 


_—_ +: | 
| have aClear and diſtiat Idea of what 
is far: 2:Body to corrupt and rot. ; and 
wer know what an athletick habit af 
body is,and;fora perſon to have a firm con. 
Qitation, /and to remdiin. always in the ut- 
moſt: &tauty and r, of a blooming 
Youth,: which 15 Hh. beſt Idea of Incor- 
maption:thar: I can frame to my ſelf, now, 
And the reaſon. I give my aflent, to this 
Propefitiong.as, not becauſe! I have any, 
the leaſt notion of that irwwtable fiate of 
Peffettio which a Body ſhall be rais'd to, 
and wluch, as-here re under. the 
gatibnof /xcorruption : -But becauſe Fave 
ma mh 1o = men the truth of it, in _- 
ype of®igure by whidhafigyrepreſent 
tome, 'thas it-is poſſible dorime vey. - 
"LE"! + 2 (.2, e. ) the 


i 
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(4. e.) the concurring teſtimonies of Pro- 
' phecies, Miracles,” and the Excellency of 
that Doftrine which they 'preach'd, who 
were made the inſtruments-of revealing 
this to me. 
_ And thus likewiſe, though wethave no 
Idea of God as he is in himſelf, yet we in- 
fer his Exiftencedrom thoſe clear and dis 
ſtint Ideas we have of the things of Na- 
ture ; which is the very meaning. of the 


Apoſtle when hedays, - 47 thatiimas to be Rom. i 
known of God was manifeſted in them, for "5: 


the iwvifible things of him fitdh creation 
of the World are clearly ſeen,” being under- 
food by the things that are made. "It 1 
tor want of fome Idea of him as ty 
that made the Heathen World run into\ 
dotatry, and re him under the {+ 
militude of ſome ofthe meane/t of his Crea- 
tures. And now by Revelation, 'what 
we come to know more of him is, | that 
we. can have no f{dea at all of hin»as he 
is in himſelf : and- as it follows it is this 
wilt one day render all /»fdels withoat ex- 
caſe, becauſe though they'' had no cleat 
and diftinaQ/Ideas of the things of another 
Waegld, yet-God did not leave them withs 
out ſufficient of their. exiſtence ; 
nay greatgruthandc was poſlible for them 
to have of any thing elſe. | 

E 2 From 
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From whence we ſce, that there is an 
eſſential difterence between Human and 
Divine Faith, becauſe the proof on which 
one 1s grounded is fallible,- and that of 
the other infallible ; and conſequently a 
greater degree of knowledge in the 'one 
than in the other. This is one reaſon of 
uſing theſe two words Faith.and Knowledge 
{o. promiſcuouſly in ſome places of the 
New Teſtament, becauſe our belief of a 


© meer manzus. but a precariousaſlent, but 
/: the Chriſtiqn\ Faith may be called Anow: 


ledze ina eculiar ſence, becauſe we 
arc_obliens 'ro believe nothing, but wha 
we have infallible proof for. - Which a- 
gain ſhews:the falſity of that ſaying of his, 
which he lays ſuch a ſtreſs upon. That 
Divine aud F{uman elations donot dif- 
fer in degrees of perſpicuity. '' For where 
there is a greater degree of Xzowledge, 
there is-a greater degree of Perſpicuit y, 
but in.the Chriſtian Faith there is a great- 
er degree of, Knowledge, Ergo. 

And now we ſee plainly the error of 
thoſe men, who out of a miſtaken zeal for 
the Myſteries, of Chriſtianity, have | ſet 
themſelves. to defend them, |by bringing 
them down to the /eve/ofa man : and 
endeavour by thin [panmations, to ſolve 
the greateſt difficulties in them vpon the 
, Principles 
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Principles of Reaſon. Theſe are very 
raſh and inconſiderateattempts; and when 
all is done, their failing in what they aim 
at, is the beſt defence of our* Chriſtian 
Myſteries. If 'we had not a determinate 
ſenſe for the words wherein they are re- 
veal'd, they could be no Articles of Faith. 
And if they cou'd - be fully folv'd and ex- 
plain'd, they wou'd ceaſe to 'be Myſteries, 
This hath given the Enemies of @ur Reli- 
gion a great adwantage, for When they 
find they are not to be rhroy account- 
ed for ( as indeed they ) -- upon 
the ſtrength of Reaſon, togerher with the 
aſliſtance* of that degree of Revelation.we 
now have, they utterly reje&t them; W 
inconſiſtent with thoſe powers of knows 
ledge which God hath given us. Never 
diſtinguiſhing between that ' part of ' a 
Myſtery, which we underſtand clearly 
and diſtintly, and will admit of the 
ſtricteſt enquiry of the moro/e/t Reaſoner ; 
and the ſub/tance of the thing fgnified by 
it, whereof we have no Idea at all, and 
therefore nothing can be more abſurd 
than to raiſe any Diſputes abour it. 
I&vou'd certainly be very pleaſant; -to 
hear two ſuch quickfghted blind men as 
I ſpoke of, *difpute warmly concerning 
the nature of 'Eizhts and how many ſeem- 
E | 


3 ing 
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ng” contradiftions they wou'd ſtart con- 
cerning it; as, How any thing coud be in 
every point of ſuch a vaſt ſpace in the ſame 
inſtant > How it was poſſible for them to 
touch ſo many millions of Objets at once d 
Since this was their chief way of diftin- 
gviſhing one thing from another, &c. and 
fall our about theſe ' imaginary difficulties 
irreconcileably. Whereas upon fuppoſt- 
tion, that*it was reveal'd to them that 
there was ſuch a chief; which ſhou'd 
make them very happy fome time or 0- 
ther, w d ſhou'd open their eyes: 
Their buſineſs was not to conſider, whe: 
fer they were able clearly and ViſtinQly 
' comprehend the nature of this thingy 
but whether it were really revea/4to them, 
under the notion offech things whereof 
they had clear and Diſtin& Idea's.. If it 
were divinely reveald, and they had ſuf- 
ficient teſtimonies for the reality and exi- 
ftence of it, then they wou'd have ſuffi- 
cient reaſon to believe it, without any 
o_ and diſtin& Idea of the thing it 
moans | 
So that we take a wrong method, a- 
gainſt all the Oppoſers of Revelation' ind 
Myſteries, when we go abouto explain 
to them what is really ine#Þlicable by us 
now ; many fuch prophane* and apoonr 
IT | Fd Books 
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Books as theſe have been the conſequence 
of it, We are neither able to apprehend 
any thing” of theſe Myſteries; nor if we 
knew then con'd we explain them fo as 
to make other people underſtand us. *Tis 
the-greateſt Fofy, becatiſe it is impoſſible ; 
and the greateſt Bo/dneſs, becauſe it is ſear- 
ching into what is hitlden from us; and 
all theſe elaborate tntricacievare- but mil 
chievous trifling.. And when. Men talk 
ſo much, of what they have \w ea of, 
it muſt always end in darkneſs and confu- 
fion. That part of a C Myſtery 
which is i»te/igible and plam, was ever lo; 
-and that part which is »y/ferzos, notwith- 
Randing all their vain endeavours, Wi 
ever be o till we come to anotherWorld. 
Therefore our Way to deal with theſe 
men is,to fix the right /e»ſe and meaning of 
thoſe Propoſitions, wherein the Myſterics 
of the Goſpel-are reveal'd to us; and them 
to inſiſt upon the Proofs. we have for the 
truth of the Revelation, and ſhew that 
they are ſuch as ought to convince any 
reaſonable unprejudic'd man; infomach 
that if they do not - give their aſſent to 
them, they ſhall be w#hout excuſe when 
they cometo. be try'd tor their Infidelity. 
Thus we Yam d turn the courſe of our 
Thougirs into 4 tight Chanel, and cor» 
F E 4 found 


56 An Anſwer 10 a Book; Entituled, | 


i all . theſe Enemies of our, execl- 
lent Religion. For by, freely, owning 
(as becomes us) that we ,have-no notion 
at all of theſe myſterious Tiuggs as they 
are in themſelves, we cut oft 'a multitude 
of frivolous and impertinent Objetions: And 
ſhew theſe men, that our Chriſtian Faith 
however 1s no, lazy credwlity, or blind im- 
plicite aſſent, fince it is built upon a better 
foundation, than is poſſibly for ane man 
to lay, without the cgncurrence of rhe 
Almighty Power of God: inlomuch that 
we arere join iſſue with them, up- 
on the Principles of Reaſon, in every point 
of our Chriſtian Faith, as far as the things 
reyeald fall within the compals of it. 

And therefore were I to give a reaſon 
of my belief of the TRINITY, laying 
aſide all 2fettation of hard words, and abs 
ftruſe Metaphyſical Notions, | wou'd do it 
thus. 

I am fully periwaced of the neceſſity 
of Revelation in general, in order to all 
the purpoſes of Yertue and Piety in this 
life; and I am convinc'd that thoſe Reve; 
lations of the things of another World, 
which are mede in the Goſpel, bave bet- 
ter proofs of. their Divinity Alan any. 0- 
ther whatſcever. They baye luch teſti- 
Mouies of their coming {rom God, from 
Prophe- 


—— 
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Prophecies, and Miracles, 'and the agret- 
ablenels of the Do@trines therein con- 
taind, to our common- Notions, «that if 1 
uſe my Reaſon with the ſame impartiality 
in theſe that T do in other things, I muſt 


# 


give my aſſent to them. 
- In thoſe writings 1 find this Propofitian, 


There are Three that bear Record in Hea- 


ven, the Father, the Word, andthe Holy * 


Ghoſt, and theſe Three are one*.m _ 
From 


C, 


- * Though we grant this Text was nor quoted by 


we 


the Nicene Council againft the Arrians, and. is 
found in many ancient Copies. Nay though 
fhou'd granr thar it was nor originally in the Epiſtle 
of St. Fobn, it is howevgg a good Argument for the 
Doctrine of the Trinity, For, | 

If it was a Marginal Note, and ſo crept into the 
Text, this however ſhews it to' have been the Opi- 
nion of the moſt Ancient and Primitive Chriſtians, 
who pur this Comment to the Text. 

If rhey ſay this was pur in by the Orthodox, ir 
was done in oppoſition to Herericks, and this was 
a ſufficient evidence of their firm belief of. rhe Da» 
Ctrine of the Trinity then. : 

Bur if this Text was expung'd by the Arrians, 
who, as St. Ambroſe obſerves of them, were remar- 
kable- for "this ſort of fraudulent dealing with the 
Scriptures, then there was a great deal of reaſon for 
reſtoring of it. +... 

Though it be*tiot” in /ome Copies, yer it is in 
others, and” rhoſR+-yery* ancient, And that whicti 
I inay 


Joh. 5.7; 
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may give us a {trong A DIR that it 1s genuine, 
is that it was quored by St. Cyprian 4 Ar onrey 

betore rhe Nicene Cnmeit. and before the A-- 
#ian Hereſy ran fo high, or rhar 1t'was ſo much fot 
bY ng enhaninc Lay either xpunge it, 

Bur however t be, we are tuye  Scipcue 

with it arc all of a piece, and very ere iN 
themſelves. For the fabRance of this Texr is plainly 
expreſt in other places, which they don' edeny ro be 
genuine. And we make no queſtion bur if it were 
in the power of our modern Hereticks of the ſame 
. rink, rheſe roo wou'd be left ont of all rhoſe Copies, 
which ſhou'd be tranſmitted to poſteriry. 


— W_ —— — 


From whence, and from many other 
paſſages in the Seriptures, I find that 
there is a Diſftintion made in the Godhead, 
finder theſe 'three names of Father, Soy, 
and Holy Ghoſt, which the. Church hath 
expreſt, her by the word 7rinity, 
and ſingly by the word Perſon. And [ 
think cheſe terms proper enough, to ex- 
preſs all that we know of this Myſtery. 

Now I find no account of the Marmer 
and Nature of this Diftindion in the holy 
Scriptures, any otherwiſe than that the 
Son was _—_ and that the Holy 
Ghoſt comes from the Father and the Son. 
E conclude there is ſomething more than 
4-meer Nominal Diſtinition, becauſe we 
are faid to be Baptized, inthe name of 
F_ Father, and | the Son, "and-of the Ho- 


ly 
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ly Ghoſt. Which muſt needs import ſome- 
thing more than it that Commiſſion had 
run thus. --Go-Raptize all Nations.in the 
name of Jeliawah, a»d of Elohim, and of 
Adonai. Add if there were not fomething 
more intended,than barely that they ſhoud 
do it in the natne of God, this: werea need- 
leſs tautology. | 

Again, I conclude that -they ate not 
three diſtin different Spirits, for then 
there muſt be three Gods, contrary to 
Reaſon and Scripture. Frota-all which F 
infer, there is in the Godheadhfomething 
more than a meer nominal Diftinition, and 
ſomething leſs than that of three different 
Spirits. And becauſe I find each Perſogi 
ſeparately as well as jointly mention'd as 
God, and Divine Worſhip 'allow'd and: 
paid to them. Therefore as that excel- 
lent Creed expreſſeth it, 7 worſhip the Tri- 
nity in Unity, and Unity in Trinity; neither 
confounding the Perſons, "nor dividing the 
Subſtance. | 
_ Now at the ſame time ] make this pro- 
feſſon of my Faith, 1 allow I bave not the 
leaſt knowledge how ſtrict this Z/n/or is, 
nor. 'how great the Di/tinit;on. It is as 
much beyond my Reaſon, as the Glory of 
God is beyond” my S:24t; and any Man 
who Qriyes*to conceive it himlelf, - 
| takes 


Arhan; 
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takes pains to explain it to others, is guil- 
ty of ſuch a folly, that Iean't think of 
any aQtion in nature ex?#: ft. enough 
to match it. If we ſaw «Marching 
up his hand with a great deal*of Yehe- 
mence to pull down a Star, we ſhou'd cer- 
tainly conclude him diſtracted ; becauſe 
tis utterly impoſſible for him to reach it, 
or graſp it if he cou'd. Tis the very caſe 
of thoſe Men, who go about to account 
for the manner of that Zeziry, and Di/tin- 
Hon for which they have neither Words 
nor 1dea's* | 

And therefore I fay it again, in oppo- 
ſition 'to this ' Infolent Man, that I thus 
adore what I cannot comprehend. This is 
one of thoſe Myſteries reveal'd in the Go- 
ſpel, and it is never the leſs a Myſtery for 
any thing he hath yet ſaid, or ever will 
ſay ; for the Union is inexplicable, and 
will be fo to the end of the World. How- 
ever my aſſent to this is not precarious and 
implicite, or any _ Llind Credulity; but 
is founded upon clear and diſtintt Idea's. 
For there are three things to bedone by 
every reaſonable thinking Man, concern- 
ing any Propoſition wherein a Myſtery is 
reveald. | 
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1. To be ſat: that he aoderfond well the 
meauing hs * Words. 
2 Thatsbies diſcern no C entradiftion in 
them. #41 
- 3. That he hath ſufficient evidence of the 
Revelations coming from God. 


2. As to the firſt of theſe, in-reſpet of 
the Myſtery I am now upon, I undey- 
ſtand very well the meaning of the Words 
wherein it is reveal'd;- whole 6s. 4 them- 
ſelves: who oppole this Dotzne under- 
ſtand them as, well as 1; - for if they did 
not know what was meant by the Words, 
they woud never ſet themſelves toargue 
againſt it.; . for there is no other way .of 
conſuting Nonſenſe, but- ſaying it is ſuch. 
So that thus far, if it prove to be true, 
theſe Propoſitions wherein the Trinity is 
reveal, : will hold good againſt them at 
the day of \ Judgment, and render them 
without Excuſe. 


2. As to the ſecond thing, I ſee no Con- 
tradidion 1n-it; and if there were, I would 
ptterly reject-it. For to ſay that Three 
are One, is.fſo-tar from being a contradi: 
tion, thatythere is nothing more com- 
mon 1n courſe, than for any 


One 
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ſpetts. 


one to fay, that Three or any other grea- 
ter number of things, arebut one ; and 
if every Man who ſpoke ſuehiſeemzirg con- 
traditions, were catch d upWimediately, 
and forc'd to explain himſelfupon all fuch 
vecafions, it wou'd make converſation ve- 
ry troubleſome. As if one- ſhou'd fay, 
that there are three diſtin things in a Man, 
a Body, the Animal Spirits, and an. 1m- 
materzal Sanbſtance, and yet- theſe Three 
are but Ove ; and he ſhoud be forc'd to 
explain himſelf and ſay, that his canine 
is not, that-7hree Men are One Man, or 
that Ove Man is Three Men. - They who 
cry there is a Contradiftion in this Myſte: 
ry, ſeem to me neither to know what a 
ContradiQtion is, nor what is the Chriſti- 
an Faith concerning the \Trinity. For 
we don't believe that the Divizity is One 
and Three in-theſame ſenſe; then indeed 
* wou'd be a contradiction. But we af- 
fre the quite contrary, v/z. that the 
Godhead is One and Threein differtar ves 
So that all this noiſe of Contrad:- 
tion vaniſhes, and' the whole'force of rhe 
ObjeRionamounts to no more: than this, 
viz. That we are not able-to conceive, 
in what refpet# he is one, and-in what re» 
fpe& he is three; and thiewefore becauſe 


we have noclear and diflint\idea of this, 
| we 


we ve muſt utterly reject it., I grant weare 
not able to. acagaxt for this, and it. is 
aMyſtery, and if | cou'd 


pud ceaſe to be ſuch. Thus 
much of-it is purely the 04je&# of my 
Faith, and the Authority of» God is the 
only ground of my = to this part " 


it... Bur then, 1th 
7. i 


LAs 
Miffion of the Perſons who: wrote: F 
ſa that muſt either rejed all reveal'd Re: 
ligion, or allow. 7his to be an Article of 
my Faith. 


1 have. fuſſicien pool cf 
hatiar's coming from 
This, all the; proof Kt 41 
Trath of: the Scriptures, and-t 


But perhaps this Mag pil gas ths tha 
though-he thoy'd grant it _ Article 
of Faith, yet; it isſ0 no; 


can comprehend. ir. But I-.have a 

mae pet ati the beginning, th *S 
what and. what we. cannot know 
areboth-i in, grols call'd the ſame Myſtery; 
and that, my afſent $9. what ;1, do, »ot, ap- 
Avery is (hs Lig the, Ant harity. 


Enctae: "f 


An 
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| And ſo likewiſe if 1 were to give an 
gccount of my belief of th&®ÞD'7Y 7 N1- 


TTY OF THE S OW, it ſhou'd be 
thus. . - hes. 


8-27 1 

I am convine'd by the Completion of 
Prophecies, the Miracles he wrought, and 
the agreeableneſs of his 'Dottrine to the 
natural ſentiments of our Minds, - that 
whatever Jeſus Chriſt was, He came from 
God. Þ find him in matty- places aſſum- 
ing to himſelf the Name, and '77tles, and 
Worſhip of God. *'In diſcorfing with the 
Jews be vuſeth this form of Speech, Before 
ABMWm was T'A M, or purpoſe to fig- 
nifte"to them, ' rhar he was that very D:- 
vine Being which was reveal'd+ to Moſes 
under that Name. And ſometime after | 
he'telſs them; that as he was"the' Son'of 
Got, fo He 4#1 the Father werb oe; Thar 
the 'Jews* underſtood i if thrs (ſenſe I 
am ſure, becauſe _ took'up'Stones' tit 
each of thels fayings, to'ſtoneHhiwas a 
Blaſphemer,' ect bs made thimfelf equal 
Ts God. © If th prefſons were-not 
to'be underſtood in the Fs fm -' took: 
them, he wou'd certainly*have ecerved 
theny, ahd havecrhade' it 
 wasnot God ifrthe ſe 

bim'; bur that<he 


Deputation, according to the'wild:notion 
of the Socinians.: | But he ſpoke the 7ruth; 


and the Jews-underſtood him right, That 
he was etetmal God" equal with the Father, 
the very-ſlame:God who was fignify'd-by 
that facred "name I' A M.- And he hath 
never undeceiv'd either them or us. to-this 
day; but inſtead thereof hath: usd many 
Expreſſions to countenance: and encourage 
this)notion of him; and therefore if 1 
a&-like a reaſonable Man, I am under a 
neceſſity either of giving my aſſent\to this, 
or of utterly rejetting. him as au Imipoſtor. 

_ Now had he. been: an Impoſtor,--God 
who ſhew'd himſelf always veryj&Wows of 
his Zonour, wou'd never have confirm'd 
this Dodrine of his with ſuch repedted 
Teſtimonies. If we ſuppoſe him-to be on- 
ly 'a Meſſenger come: from God," and 'a 
meer Man who ſpoke only by'his Spirit 
and Commiſſion, he woo'd never: have us'd 
fi Expreſlions as muſt. naturally.be: muſ- 
od,” and. lead \thoufands into: the 
grols\fin of 1dulatry, which of alk others 
ts:the.moſt deteſtable to God: Moſes was 
—_ ſuffer'd to enter into the Land of 
Canaan, for a much leſs ſuſpicious Exprel- 
fron, and in-the-hear of paſſion toi * Muſt 
we--bring : wt. of the Rock ? 'nwhich 
was a a thar"they 

21>] wrought 
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wrought:'that: Miracle by. their own-1ms 
mediate power, and proper eflieacy. 'Fhis 
comes mich ſhort of 'theſe,Empreſfions of 
our Saviour's, deſtroy. this"Feaiple, and wn 
three days 7 will raiſe-it\'t 


neahn.. /: bave 
power ta.lay down my lift, and'1 have paver 
to take it: up. * And before Abraham \was 
T aw.” And indeed that paſſage concern» 
ing Moſes, feenms to have been upon-Res 
cord by- the ſpecial providence: of » God 
for this very purpole, that it might b&a 
good argument of :conviction to the Fews 
of the Divigity-of the. Son, ſince thisin- 
ference: was very . natural -and obvious 
from Hi: *:eolg \] odu; 


& +4 


i God -was ſo incens'4 'with Moles :for 
waking uſe;of one Exprefion, which feemid 
to encroath upon his Prerogative; then bow 
far woud he have been' from giving. Feftis 
mony, of much more frequent and greater 
Miracles, | to. a Perſon who by many: flainer 
Expreſſions, -'aſſum'd to himſelf. Fen <fal 
power. ayd perfettion of the: Godbead-toiff 
be na voy PIE SIO 
fo be. \ Di DION ABV9;) 


- For this reaſon I ſay*becauſe:T can't res 


this Propoſition, and cop the Here 


ba DroPieanry nor Myſieibus,” "Oy | 


WES be Etetnal God 
C | | mang,? 


Prop 
; fotinded upon Irs and” diſtin 

4 for t Kine clearly brew I meſh 

by Feſas Cht x 't 3 that Perſon who was 
born -of rgin Maryy  and' Craeified 
vader FA 4g ; ng 2 car and 
diſtin Idea of, what it is for one thing to 
Be&'equal to another; and 1 apprehend ve- 
ry well what is ſignify'd by the name of 
Gol here, (i: e.) that-Divine Being, whoſe 
neceſfary Exiſtence, 1 infer fre oo 
r know ledge I have of his Crarures 
oor Nature, though 4 Tire th riot 
the let notion 'as it is in' it" felf,- yet 4 
orgs the lo Idei-of him'l ch by en- 
ng all the Pe#fedtions thr are difeern- 
in i he Gan es. And'l have” 4 clear 
and diftin@ Idea, of what it is for one 
Who" Be the "Son of aHotber.: Thus'F 

ain the meanitlg of the words; nor 


is there-any t in ther atraliflory 
tomy Rea TW lay, 4 hive 


dear and- dftind 1dea's 6f' thoſe miracu? 
tous. proofs. the ſenſes off Men; and'of 
of 'Pro pheties . "4nd the 
ccelletey of Tia DUE lc m"odafiny 
nm F z the 


the —_— of it to, the common 
notions of Men, and its natural tenden; 
cy to make Men eafie and | 
vſeful to one another.-,;.A 
ſuch an Evidence or Know in my 
mind of. the Divinity of his Miffion who 
xeveal'd this EM x 4 to me, that 
muſt do violence to my Reaſon, . if 1 do 
not give my aſſent. to. it. And, thus. far 
| {a not o. properly and; ſtrictly a My: 
' 3 cry. 
5 * But when, I think ofthis Propoſition 
[| again, Feſus the'Son of God, . is God equal 
with the Father. I muſt own at the ſame 
z time Jigive. my aſſent to:it, 11 have.-no 
|| knowl&Þpe at all of that Eternal .Genera- 
f tiov, which I. form an improper. Idea of 
F from the Procreation of one Man from azo- 
(f ther. Nor have 1 any notion of, this 
wonderful 7/»iov of the. Humane nature 
with the Diyuguey- Nor can [ in the 


ich raiſe 


fg UN and my | 
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this Arciels conſiſts, 'in thus: Srbwiny 
aſſet ro theexiſtence of things which 
have no! of, -when he 'hath taken 
care to tindoubted Teftimonies;” 
of the Revelativn's: coming ! frvit him 
And truft he will accept'of it, hecauſgs 
'ris no raſh inconfiderate"aſſent,” 'btit "thay 
uſe thoſe powers 'of- me tin a8"! 
ftriftly and th partially \nwhis, aslwon'd' 
dais" any affair which immoduitly Con- 
cern'd my-life.* + Fr 
- And + [ hope it plainly appears, how 4 
little reaſon theſe People haverroiralk to” 
us of a blind” implicite aſſent or v1 
dulity, ſince in our Chriſtian Fa;AMNe. pro- 
ceed upon the ſtricteſt rules of Reaſon," 
and build. our aſſent upon” no foundation x 
but what: we know'to' be firm. -\ | 
And now before'I proceedto the other” 
part of his Book, I ſhall repeat ir ſhort 
hw" -Principles he lays down {or himſelf 
upon 1n this, and the" following 
» which he threatens* the World- 


with. 
The whole fumme of his Logick- in 
ſhore then is this. 


x. Evidence {is the only ground of Per- 
ſwaſion (i. e.) you,can never give. your af- 
ſent'even to the reality or exiſftexts of a- 
F 3 _ by 
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ny thing,:; but. when you. know as much : 
of it;:2s, you; do! of .anyin thing cin - the - 
| Werld:; ant! comprehenth ibasdally: 2nd. ! 
[| perfeRly: as thats andg makevge which 
| 1s.Plainly to ſay; . you can mneveribelicutr as.) 
ny things bat when it is 'ſo clearly known .to' 
aus - that. you. can't: heip\ believiny; it ; far.” 
| no: Man :caohigder bis:aſſent to a thing - 
| | he 'knows--perietly well: : As no Man. 
I | _ can-belpthelicying that 2 and 2 makeigqu- 
| A thing may be very true indeed; and- 
you :hok:beheve'it ;' but if this truth/be 
erdentito:you;; your afſent muſt neceſſa- 
rily-fellegy:;.- $0. that you can\believe no- 
1 thing,” t- when you can't; belp- it ; \and- 
j when-youccant avoid_it; then you ninfe - 
| P. 22. believe its: for God hath ' taken: it out 'of - 
1 our poiper to diſſent from an evident Pro 
Ji fitzon; And our kind Diſpoſer hath put'us 
| P. 23 under.a Law, of bowing before the Light 
F) aud Majeſty of Evidence, and: thangfore 
this Matt muſt make ſuch: an Idol off ic 
as tofally-to exclude all difference,” oriaf- 
ſent to the Word of the true God. For #- 
nother Principle of his is ' 


2. That Authority is only a means of In- 
formation, (i-e.) you can believe neither 
God, nor Man upon their {#ord, for they 
can only--relate a thing to Fou, but ws 

Yo | racr 


a. 
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has of thern can influence your Mind.to 
a0 aſf-or,, $0. Lia T0 ſpeak plainly, | wal 
| & ;t.-your aſſent w 
r the Devil tells. 
you are: .cofivinc' [4 
God always tefls trath, and the Devil is. a 
Liar ; yet ſtill. you-believe the-ching-ne- 
ver the more becauſe ir comes, from: God. 
Alas! the verarzry of not.to be re- 
ed in the caſe; no,iyou! imuſt' bow 
Pie the Light and Mlaglty ot Evidence 
only. 
But ſuppoſe . God and the. Devil ipeak 


two contrary; Propoſitions, a9, 
of Eve. 1n the day that thou | uf 
thou ſhalt firely Die. And, \'ZhowJÞbalt mot 


ſ#rely-Die, The-words of elieſe two. Pro- 
pelltions were equally cleartb her; he un- 
derſtood the fub/tarce of them alike; and 
her 7ded's of the things (puke of were'es 
qually;clear and 4:inch, What'then was 
theeground ot ner aſſent ro' the latter > it 
not be Evidence, for according to 
omg both theſe 'Propofttians; had equal 
pretence to her * aſſent upon this ſcore; 


oe þ w_ — 
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* Ir niay be thought thar 1 have'raket a wrong 
Inſtance, becauſesar arit fight, it:logks: as if it was 
the conſent only. of her Will aguef ny ng 
of her Utd 3 — — 
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x2 An duſwtr to a;BookEnauled, 
- will. find, rhis.is no other than to disbelieve the:truch 
of the Tiſtory, which records this falſe perſwaſion of 
' fer Underſtanding as the remptation'Which prevail'd 
-vpon her ; fo? rhe conſent'of lier Willdid nor follow, 
L iy till the Devil had remov'd hex Qhjetdion from: thar 
3 ſaying of Gods, in the day that thou eateſt thereof 
<thon ſhalt ſurely die. ", COETON 
Þ. 210-41 
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and therefore. ngthing remains to be the 
q ground of her -aſſent, but the Authority 
| f either of God or of the Devil. And find 
f by ſad experience it was the Authority: of 
f the latter that ſway d. her. 
| &s plain, ſhe had a greater degree 
'of Eran or Knowledge of the truth of 
the former Propofition, becauſe ſhe knew 
it came from God who. cou'd nat lye; and 
yet we find ſhe rebell'd againſt this Evi- 
dence., Whereas had ſhe been under ſuch 
a,neceſſity of bowing before the Light and 
Majeſty of; Evidence, the wou'd nota all 
likelihood have tranſgrels'd as ſhe:did; 
and. then -he -had not now been falling 
- down thus - proſtrate to pnorance . and 
| 'Errour. - | 
1 That which ſhews the ridiculouſneſs of 
.thele two Principles 1s, that upon them 
we can never believe any - thing that 
is -to come, though it were the next 
| b#r.” For though, we underſtand the mea- 
s d TLV ning 
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ning of the Words, and thir"the Prophe: 
cre be concerning any of the moſt familiar 
0bjetts of Senſe and Reafon; fo'that you 
have the cleareſt Knowle: -- -of the thing 
foretold : yet urileſs you will allow Authovi 
ty to be a ground of Perſwaſion, you can ne- 
ver believe the truth of the Relation; 'for 
no man can have any knowledge or Eyt- 
dence of this till the thing comes to pals. 
So” that as to the truth” of the” Relation 
there is nothing left to be the ground of 
aſſent, but the Yeracity or "Aithority of 
ſome Perſon or another. And thus he 
utterly deſtroys the Faith of all - 
cies; for though they may be *RE,"Yert 
we can never believe them ſo; till the re- 
lation is evident to us; and this can 'never 
be evident to us, till the things'aQually 
come to paſs. So that this is a ſhort'way 
of deſtroying the credzt of every thing in 
the Goſpel, which for rhe moſt part ſpeaks 
$ of 'rhings.to come. Sh 
L-faid before that in Divine Propoſiti- 
ons,” Evidence was a ground” of Perſwaſi- 
on in reſpect of the Relation it ſelf, or aft 
of Revelation; and here I fay that in re- 
pet of the very ſame, Authofity is a 
ground” of 'Perſwaſion. They are both 
true; and therefore ro make this whole 
Diſcourſe mor&Elcar, and*prevent = mi- 
akes 


1 on  dnjerirvo a: Book, \Encicaled, | 


m able, I ſhall once for 


all;; ſew the. diffe ence bety Divine 
and Hamav Revelations itt gelpe&t. of thoſe 


ak things, Which I laid gyeretto. be con- 
rd in every Revelation.,, n 


-'I. As. to the meauing of the IWVortls, Di- 
vine .and. Humane Revelations are upon 
equal terms. - They muſhbe both intelli- 

le alike, and.thus far Evidenceor Kgow- 
pe is. the only ground of Perſwaſtan,jn 
wack of them. 


vo the ſubbance of the thing reveal d, 
Fecales they both in this tov, 
viz. That they are equally intelligible; for 
ſome of the Revelations of God, are con- 
cermiag things, as knowable by us, as the 
ordinary Phznomena of Nature. Butin 
reſpe@ of a reveal d Myſtery, Divine and 
Human Revelations are directly oppoſite, 
for the ſubſtance of the thing antended 
by the revelation, in one muſt be always 
intelligible, but in the other it is totally 
obſcur'd. Bart. 


| ſtakes as. far.agl 


- 3- 48t0:the truth of the Relation it (elf, 
or. the very att of Revelation there is this 
difference; that in all Zumay Revelations 


AIRY is the only ground obPerlwa- 
ſion 3 
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IEEE. 


lian; becauſe hoimeer: Man-can give any: 
proof, whighyſhalL amovnt. to more thag 


a; probabiliayt of- g preſumption. But. 
in Dgviner, tons, the -truth, of the, 
Relation is. both. upen Evidence: 


aod, Authority.;: 1+ Upon, Hvidence,.. a. 
the truth of 1+! is confurrmed; by Teſtigges. 
nies. which are certain ang,,iofallible; -as 

Prephecy, , of \Miracles, which- cat 
come-from none but God,/and therefore. 


creme a degree of  Kgawledge beyond) 


what.is poſiible. to: be had-of any relation 
meerly Huinan, 2dly, Upon  Authaxity, 
23 this Knowledge is: not dirce 


thing it fel, tand therefore; th | 
not know the truth of it by. any diret or; 
immediate intuition. $o that theſe Teſte 


monies dre'enly to convince. us KM 
Revelation; comes from Got, | 
we give our aſſent to the truth of chem 
pureipx;upon.the account of his Veracity,; - 


A rhird- Principle of his'is; Thar, 


I» Hime and Fluman Revelations differ 
mot as to Perſpicuity.. (1; e;), You muſt 


underſtand the meaning of the Words 18 Pag. 42. 


Divine Propalitions as well as Humane; 
for as for uninteligible Relations, we cas 
ho more believetbem from the Revelation.of 
God, thar fronthat of Mas. A very _ 
[1 


| 
| 
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til piece of Logick indeed, 'if--he had Jos 
ſign oy no more- than'he ſpoke. But he 
hath a farther drift if it; he knew it was 
riot every Reader wou'd diſtinguiſh be- 
tween the Senſe and Meantng © ST Propo- 


ſition, which - we grant muſt be equally 
clear and perſpicuous in- both; in order; 


to'an aſſent; and, The reality and exiſtence 
of the © thing, and truth of the Revelation, 
in 'reſpe&t of "which, the Revelations of 
God always carry a greater degree of Per- 
ſpicuity; becauſe of that Evidence in the 
Mind occaſion'd-by ſuch proofs which it 
1s le for man to give. What I 
ſpoke'of this before, 1 levelV'd at his deſign 
rather than his words, as I am forc'd to 
do 1 in ſeveral other inſtances, 

the will ſay perhaps, theſe proofs 
may make. the Revelation more certain, 
but not more clear. I grant they don't ex- 
plain the words of it.. But 'tis plain the 
Proofs make the Revelation [never the 
more true or certain in it ſelf: Bur it is in 
reſpe&t of us they make it- more certain. 


And to make a Revelation more certain” 


in reſpe&t of us, is to make it more c/ear; 
and that - is to add a greater degree of 
Perſpicuity to 1t. 

4 We can give our aſſent to nothing, but 
what we have clear and diftinft Idlea's of. 


(4.6) 


CE IE 


a 


IT rn —— —— —— ef 00" 


FT; briftianit y'n0t Myſteriqgs.". © X 


"——— . 


GG; Ee. : We can believe nothing. but =_y 
we have the...ummediate perception..of 
Senſa, or\ Peman{tration for, or know\ by 
direct and ungegIate Intuition.” | 


Such tuff As 'this he lays down for Los, 
gick, and if you: will argue. with him, it 
muſt be in his. own Merhod,.and upon 
his; own, Pringiples; and,ghen;to berſure 
he will be too hard for yott. But-.if you 
put: him out of his.Biaſs, and keep him to 
plain.undiſguis'd Reaſon, and the receiv'd 
rules of Arguing, you ſpoil him quite. 

- Now by this'time who fo bli 
to (ce > That the deſign of thi +15, 
To ſtrike at \the Root and Foundati all 
reveal'dReligion.. . And now I have thus. 
brought ty Man our of the Clouds,-I 
need not ſpend-much time in frinwo 
of- his 'diſguiſe.; . for. the . inferences *he 
wou'd have people make from theſe Princi., 
ih map glaring and open, that every. 

them.. If -Authority -be.no 

EG then we muſt not 
Poo the ah of any Revelation ar Pros. 
phecy. And. if. we muſt give our aſſent 
to. nothing, but; what we haye- clear and; 
diſtin&:dea's of, .then farewell-al} Relig, 
on borth., xat -and. reveal d...For. we 
Know e's 10N natural and *revea/d. 1s 
founded 


| not 
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ſons in the Godhead ; the Operar? 


"Folie upon the belief of a'Deity, of che 
Thmortality of the Soul, and of Rewards 
and PanifEments n another World ; bar" xx 
is impoſſible for vs now'to'have as clear 
and diſtin Idea's of theſe, as we have of 

a Srock or a Stone; but we irifer theſe rruths 
only from thoſe things whereof we have 
clear and diſt@1dea's ; and therefore up- 
on' his Principles we muſt utterly rejecR 
them all. ' 

And then fince by clear and diſtiv6# 
Idea's he means, As exa& nyd clear a note 
qy as we have even of ſenſible Objeds, in 
one ſentence he excludes all aflent even to 

v##l#y and exiftence ofievery thing in 
rh G Sſpel that reſpeRs' attother World ; 
and rejects all thoſe Methods of © "our Sa- 
vation, which are fpoke of inthe Bible; 
as ny Dreams and ' Fit ions. This 
we 4a disbelieve ' the Lohan ard 
Change of our Bodies ; -the” Et (we of 
the bleſt in Heaven ; © the: Zyear: and 
Drvinity of the Son ; the 'Triniyf of Per 


of he 

Holy Ghoft, &c. \nay* the whole Cbriſtiaw 
Religian : . Becauſe, as Thave' ſufficiently 
ewn, we have not ſuch clear and dj- 
ſtint 1dea's of theſe things, 4$We have of 


the ordinary Flignomengl a - 


He 


—_=ol=e.4 en dis... ad het 
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He cou'd' not! but ſeo ting, and:/therefare 
we may. welt conclude: this was ns drift 
Bat he didnie: at the fame time; 
thit this wookh all afenr to (1 
very Bei ww And:tbough lamfufs 
tly-convined, that he is thermoſt inyere\ 
rate Enevty toreveald:Religiony: thathath 
lately appear'd in Print'j'! however! Ircdff 
ſcarce thikhetls arrivid-4 herightiof 
Atheiſm yer, us' to deny"the:exifiencp\ ab 
Go6d;' thooghhe has nov.as 'clear andatis 
{tint an ldea of: ing "Oy ana ' —_ 
or'a Stons. 9318 


int 4-10 wic 00 
As for digfeewnd Section; Niwal 
ro:the nagtter; .and all thavhe ſays 
ſeeming gontradidtions;/isphinly leveltid 
at the Doarine ofi>the Privity, tt 
Franſub/kantiation be the inſtance 
uſe of: . And-he-proceeds' upon: the: 
fundamental:Error he hath kitherto Gon 
That wean believe/nothing but what we 
havea>cltdr and diftin&ides of, 11111 
iv well as he, 7hat Mora thas: P. 25; 


rhisp contrary 10 Reaſon iwthe Goſpel. That *- 25: 
there is ” —_— in any point F#: Dos 


Arine in'dt ' That: Chrifteanity i is a Batio- P. 46. 


_ aukwardly, 
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zukwardly.: And: therefore:what can: he 
mean by it, -unleſs:it berro make unthinks 
ing People fancyeve deny allehis. - If;he 
hath any thing to obj our N04 
Arine of the Church of "England or Tre- 
land, 'let him ſpeak plainly +: bur: aging 
is more vile and diſingenuous; than for a 
Man to: ſpeak. thus indiſtintly-and icon- 
fuſedly, and'zalk all in the:gerera/ with! 
deſign to make People think us guilty'of 
thole errors. we deteſt and; abhor.”': 1f-4i& 
has any .controverſie; with us} letihum 
deal honeſtly, and inſtance inany, one 
point of Doqrine we believe or teach, 


sf Reaſon'vee; Seriptare ; 
2 1t dutas plainly, ;asl; e done 
his' Principles t0:be {uct Knob, Jet him! 


he had.ns other deſign” bat to ex- 
paſts Chriſtian Religion; and'its\ 7ea- 
chers ; and -gratifie the: Rancogrio a ſort 
of People, whotbetauſe of;their ewd and 
debauchd lives;;cauſt-nattra hat 
Inſtitution, vhdehey ſhall = 
'condemn'd. by ,and- which 
them nothing but DAT ur another 
World. : + ih 6 
This Book. which goes under: his name, 
is exatly calculated tor:them ;\there-is 2. 
liatle ſuperficial ſhew of make 


ena but pot. one gn. al 
Phe 
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the Book of cloſe Reaſon or Argument. 
Let him, ſhew, me where one Jink of my 
Reaſoning tals, and” 1 will make it up a- 
gain Ba. that” he ſhall never be able 
to undo it: Whereas 2lI his whole Dif- 
courle is a meer Rope of Sand; many, bold 
and falſe Aſſercions, fly Infinuations, and 
feveral things, nothing at all ro the que« 

100, huddled up together on purpoſe to 
patch up a Book ; and amuſe fuch perſons 
who have juſt Logick enough to be ir- 
pos'd upon by a Fallacy, but not to ſee 
through it. 


. Now after this long digreſſiog;of two Sect. 3; 
Sefions, in bis third and Jaſt he 


comesat length to the matter pute, 
but with what ſucceſs we ſhall ſee, 

Here he begins to ſtate the Tg a» P. 66, 
gain, and ſays a Dottrine above Re or 
a Myſtery denotes one of thele two things. 
Either, . Bs 


T. A'thing inteligible in it ſelf, but cg-P. 66; 
wer 4 with ſuch a Veil, that Reaſon cannot 
penetrate to ſee what is under it, till it be 
remov d. | 


' Which definition agrees perfedtly to 
the MyfterieSVvt the Goſpel; for they are 
all thi — themſelves, but in 
this 
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this life ſo obſcur'd from us by this Veil 
of flcſh and blood, that with our ſtrong- 
eſt Imagination and cloſeſt Reaſonings,” 
we can't penetrate into the true nature of 
them, till this Veil be remov d; and then 
we ſhall ſee them clearly. Now this is 
fot the definition that he quarrels with, 
and if he will admit of this little enlarge- 
ment of it, we are both agreed. Batt 
definition he finds fault with, 1s this. 


2. A Myſtery is a thing of its own na- 
ture unconceivable, and not to be Judg'd of 


By out \ardinary Faculties and Idea's, tho 
it be nh ſo clearly reveaP'd. wu 


I never met with any one Sentence, ſo 
fraught with abſurdity as this is. For, 


x. It ſignifies a thing in its own natare 
wnconceivable, this is a down-right falſity. 
For every Myſtery is in its own nature 
conceivable ; the more ® truth any thing 
hath in it the more concezvable it is in 1t 
felf; the Myſteries of Chriſtianity are 
the Eternal Truths of God, and therefore 
are in themſelves conceiyable, But it is 
7 reſpe& of us that they are not fo,becauſe 
of rhe frail and limited conditiohfof our 
underſtandings 1n this life. 

2, Not 
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2.. Not to be judgd of by"our ordinary 
Paculties and Idea's, though it be clearly 
reveal'd. Now for a thing to be clearly 
reveal'd to a Man, and yet that ſame Man 
know nothing, of it (which is his ſenſe of 
the words, and which he would faſten 
upon us) is a perfe& contradiftion. For 
it is no other than faying, that the ſame 
Man may, and may not know the ſame thing, 
at the ſame time. He can'never come off 
by fxying that a thing may be clearly re- 
veaFd, and yet the Perſon may+ have no 
ability to apprehend any thing of it; for 
all Revelation ſuppoſes a capacity ,jn the 
Perſon to whom it is made, to apprehend 
ſomething of it ; and therefofE'tis non- 
ſenſe to ſay, that any thing can be clear- 
ly reveal'd to a Horſe, or a Stocks 
Stone. 


3: Beſides it is abſolutely fMle; that the 
Myſteries of out Religion are not to be judg d 
of, by "our ordinary Faculties and 1dea's. 
It hath already appeard, thatas to the 
thing ſignified and intended in the Reve- 
lation, we have no Idea, nor facylty to 
judge of it as it is in it ſelf, Burasto all 
thok meaus, Whereby God hath diſco» 
reality and exiſtence of thoſe 
us, we may judge of chem all 
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by our ordinary Faculties and Uded's. And 
ro make this plain, let us inſtance in the 
fame Myſtery of the RelurgeQtion. K 


Our Bodies ſown in Corruption, ſhall be 
rais'd in Incorruption. 


This is one of the reveald Myſteries 
of the Goſpel, and yet we are to judgeof 
it by our, ordinary Faculties and\ Ideas, 
For we have Idea's in our heads of what 
a body is; what it is to be ſown or laid.in 
the ground ; what it is to be raisd; and 
what-it is for a body to be improv'd when 
it is fo; .; Befides our Faculties of Under- 
ſtanding are imploy'd, inconfidering thoſe 
many arguments which prove the truth of 
this;Myſtery ; and therefore tis. plain 
tharÞby our Faculties and 1dea's, we can 
judge of that part of it which is knowable 
by us... But he will ſay, we can't; judge 
of that part of it which is totally, obſcur'd 
from us, and therefore ſo far.it isnopart 
of our Faith, and we are wholly uncon- 
cernd in it. But on the contrary, we 
are bound by expreſs words of Scripture, 
to believe that this Improvement. will be 
very great, as in 1 Joby.3. 2. We know 
not yet what we ſhall be, but we kyaw that 
when he ſhall appear we ſhall be lite. him. 
'Here 
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idle we -are bound: to believe-that we 
ſhall be like Chriſt, though wei'know not 
what this likeneſs is, or wherein. it will 
conlilt, 


. 4- On this ſuppoſition, that a thing, is is 
in its own nature wnconceivable, how 1s it 
poſlible for it to be. reveal'd 2 This is ano- 
ther flat Contradidtion: ex Parte. Rei, as 
the"firſt was ex Parte \Aominis. Athing 
4n.its own nature unconceivable,; and 
yerir may bc reveal'd (7.e,) the ſamething 
may, and may wot be reveal'd. | 


5. He makes a thing's bein Its 0h 
nature wnconcervable, and not to "holes 
by our ordinary Facultits and Idea's, to'ſig- 
nifie the-ſame thing ;; whereas thy are 
juſt as "different as Light-and ls. 
Though our capacities are now dark and 
ſhallow, yet they will hereafter be im- 
prov'd/and enlarg' dj. and then we hall 
have extraordinary:idea's to repreſent to 
us what we haveno nogion of now :' And 
then the thing will be no way «nconcezva- 
ble either in it-lelf, or in reſpect ot us, 
Theſe are not;ail the ablurdities 40 this 
ſentence ; and et it is the very oyſter 
thus ht errant ſets up for himiclt ro 
en h. It is the ſpurjous hy 
G 3 
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of his own brain, and yet he fathers it 
upon us, by introducing it with this ex- 
preſſion, Jt #« made to fixnifie, &c. But 
it was never made to fignifie this by any 
beſides himſelf. 7 ſbou'd have read the Goſpel 
a Million of times over before this definition 
of a Myſtery wou'd have come into my bead. 
Here he hath made his own words good ; 
That Contradiftion and Myſtery are "two 
emphatical ways of ſaying nothing; He'lays 
down this abſurd deftnition of a Myſtery, 
and then ſets himſelt with a great deal of 
Solemnity to' encounter it, which 1s in 
truth no other than for a Man to put him- 
felf intoi,a ridiculous antzck poſture, and 
then quarrel with his ſhadow tor it. 

It is hard'to tell how to -proceed with 
this Man, he has been running away from 
the Pue/tion ever ſince he began; and 
now that he put us jn hopes of coming 
to it again, you ſee how: grofsly we rare 
diſappointed. 1 woy'd with all my heart 
ſtick by the firſt definition of a Myſtery, 
which with a little addition'I allow to be 
very good. | 

A Chriſtian Myſtery is a Divine Truth 
intelligible of it ſelf, but ſo cover'd and 0b- 
feur'd from us now in this life, that Reaſon 
tant penetrate the Veil to fee whalt is un- 
der it, till this Veil be removd iWanother 


life 


ps 
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life by the glorification of our Bodies. Let 
him confute this definition if he can, fqr 
I will never fall out with him about the 
other ; he ſhall have it all to himſelf, "ris 
his own Creatare, let him be as ſevere 
upon it as he pleaſes. But becauſe he has 
fo blindly miſtook the matter, I] muſt te]l 
him once more what it is he is to prove, 
if he has any controverſie with vsin this 
point. He is to prove thele two things. 


1. That there is nothing reveal d to us in 
the Goſpel but what we have clear and diſtini? 
Tdea's of, (3. e.) either a full comprehen- 
ſive knowledge of ; or mags Hay 1 


© notions, as we have of any algipary Y- 


jc in nature. And, 


2. That we are not oblig d by Scrafture,to 
believe that there is any thing Fw. "of 78 
ſome points reveaFd, beyond what we are now 
able thus to comprehend. 


Theſe are the things which lay upon him 
to prove, if he wou'd have {poke to the 
pur 


ſr is impoſſible that any Man ſhou'd 
argue cloſely, who miſtakes the Queſtion 
as he does; however I ſhall conſider what 
cheris 4n'the reſt of his Book that Jooks 
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like reaſoning, He does not proceed to 
proof yet, but runs upon another Digref- 
ſion, to tell us rhe ſhgnification of the 
word My/{ery, and particularly what it 
fignify'd among the Gentiles. But what 
1s this to us? Ir ſignifies quite another 
thing among the Chriſtians. But we ſays 
not, for in the New Teſtament Myſtery is 
always us'd in the firſt ſenfe of the word, or 
that of the Gentiles, viz. 

For things riaturally very intelligible, but 


fo covered by figurative Words or Rites, 


that Reafon cou'd not diſcover them without 
ſpecial! Revelation. This the deſcription 
which he gives both of the Gentile, and 
Chriſtian My ſterics in common. 


But taking a Chriſtian Myſtery even in 
his own ſenl”, (7. e.) As it was mvolv'd in 
Tewiſh Types and Ceremonies ; yet they dif- 
fer very much from thoſe myſteries of the 
Gentiles. For, Fa ; 

I. The Chriſtian Myſteries were, not 
diſcoverable but by the ſpecial Revelation 
of God, whereas thoſe of the Gentiles 
were diſcoverable by the Revelation of a 
Man. | 


2. Beſides 'ris abſolutely falſe t 


<A | the 
things mvolv'd in the Jewiſh Ty 


vere 
a 
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ih their own Nature every intelligible. Fox 
they were all of ſych a Nature, that men 
cou'd never have arriv'd to the leaſt de- 
gree of knowledge concerning them by 
ſtrength of Reaſon; whereas there was 
nothing in the Heathen Myſteries but 
what was in it felf very. obvious to 
Reaſon, | 


3. The matters cantain'd in the Jewiſh 
Myſteries and the things intended - by 
them, were ſuch as concern'd the Erernaf 


ſalvation of Mens Souls, whereas the things 
gontain'd in thoſe of the Heathgn were t9 
a quite contrary purpoſe, in oxger.to: 4s 


latry, and many other groſs tins. And 
it is not without very good reaſon | take 
notice of this difference here, for though 
jt doth not hit thisdeſcription of his imme- 
diately, becauſe he may perhaps ſay ?hoſ; 
were thought to, be the concernment of Souls 
zoor yet it 1s leyell'd at the main deſign of 
his Book, which by this time no man 
can be ignorant of, X 


4. The things contain'd-in the Jewiſh 
Myſteries, the Prieſts themſelves were 9- 
norant of ; whereas the Heathen Prieſts {or 
the mpſit part knew the bottom of theirs, 
and conceal'd * them induſtriouſſy from 
Fe 
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the People... And this is what he wou'd 
infinuate of all Chriſtian Prieſts, viz. That 
we fully comprehend the meaning of all 
theſe things our ſelves, and palm them 
upon the People for Myſteries. Which 
is the occaſion of thoſe virulent expref- 
ſions of his in this Chapter, 7hat through 
ignorance or paſſion we maintain, what was 
introduced by the craft or ſuperſtition of our 
fore fathers. And calls it a Gaznful Qpinion ; 
as if the only deſign of Chriſtian MyRte- 
ries, were to bring in Money to the 
Prieſts. He calls Chriſtianity as it is now 
receiv'd an Implicite Conſtitution; and ſays 
the Venerable Teachers, play at this ſmall 
game to dwuſe the People. But he, like a 


. ſharp inquiſitive man it ſeems, has found 


out our Myſteries, and is refoly'd in his 
next Book to diſcover them all, and lay 
us open, to the World, like Feather 
Prieſts as he makes ns. 

- And now I come to his ſecond Chapter 
of the third Sefion, where there is the 
firſt appearance of any thing like a rea» 
ſon; there is but one argument in all that 
Chapter, and indeed in all the Book; and 
becauſe he delivers it cgnfus'dly, I will re- 
duce it to form, and then we ſhall fee 
clearly- what force there is in it. And it 
he thinks I don't do him juſtice, Jer him 
manage 


Ly 
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manage it better for himſelf if he can, 
The whole ſtrength of hisarguing is this. 


If we have as clear and diſtin#t Ided's of 
every thing reveal'd in the Goſpel, as we 


bave of any thing in Nature, then there are 


no Myſteries in it. n 
But we have as clear and diſtinf# Ideas 

of every thing reveal'd in the Goſpel, as we 

bave of any thing in Nature: Therefore, 
There are no Myſteries in the Goſpel, _ : 


The Minor he proves thus 
Ideas of 


If we bave as clear and diſtin 
God and Eternity, as we hqoe afrany thing. 
in nature, then we have as clear and diſtiutt 
Idea's of every thing reveal d in the Goſpel, 


as we have of any thing in Nature: 


But we have as clear and diſtin, Idea's pag, 86; 


,. 


of God and Eternity, as we have of any thing . 
in Nature. 'Ergo ard 


Now do but deny this M#nor, and he 
puts you oft to. another - Book for the 
proof of it, and this is the whoalg.ſubſtance 
of his reaſoning here. But 40 pals bythe 
Impitey and Prophanenefs of that ' ſaying 
of his, Zhat the Divine Being it ſelf 4s nos 
more Myſterious than the ntoſd contempt ible 


of 


# 
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of his Creatures, 1 will give him a reaſon 
why it is impoſſible for him ever-ro prove 
what he pretends. And that is, becauſe 
even the moſt* plorious of his Creatures 
are infinite and limited, whereas the nature 
of* God is PD and therefore even 
when we come to Heaven, he will be 
myſterious to us in a'more proper ſenſe 


_ than any thing elſe, becauſe we ſhall 


not even then have as full and compre- 
henfive a knowledge of him, as wethall 
have of the greateſt of his Creatures. 
That which he builds upon is this, 7 hat 
nothing can, be faid to be a Myſtery, becauſe 
we have. not ar adequate Idea'of it, and a 
| Fi "of all it's properties at once. 
But who ever faid that the Myſteries of 
the Goſpel were ſach only for this reaſon? 
I grant him 'if this were all, then as he 
ſays, - everything in nature wou d be a my- 


fBery, for we have not a full and perfe&t 


knowledge of any thing. FThe -true rea- 
ſon why our Chriſtian Myſteries are ſuch 
in 8 more peciliar .and proper ſenſe is, 
becauſe the \Idea's 'we have'of them are 
more imgggfedt and leſs adequate, than 
thoſe weWave of the ordinary phznome- 
na of Nature. This is the point in diffe- 
rence between us, Whether we have as per- 


fett and comprehenſive a knowledge bf every 


thing 


_ ————— 6 ec. 4 


— 


Chriſtianity not Myfterious. 
——_—— 


IM” 


93 


thing reveal d in the Goſpel, as. we have of 
any thing in Nature. -. Thus 1s, what he at- 
firms, and we deny; and for proof..as.1 
ſaid before, he refers us to' another Book 
in reverſion... Here he only affirms it bold- 
ly, and inſtead of proving that our notions 
of theſe divine things axe as exact and full, 
as the notions we have, even of ſenſible Oh- 


praving by. ſeveral, inſtances, as of the 
able. be writes upon ;, of Rain, and a 
drop of Water, &c. that, we. have-not an 
adequate Idea of any , thing. .. But why 
does he thus beat the Air? who ever de- 
ny'd it? and yet this poor hung?y thought, 
is the only. appearance of an Algumenc 
through. his Book; it was for this . only 
the whole,was wrote, and_the only ski 
he has ſhewn in it,. is.in beating vp fo lit- 
tle Senſe, . into all this Froth "*Y 
Now becauſe there is no Proof here, 
there,.can be. no farther Anſwer : How- 
ever {ince he frath order'd the matter ſo 
as to make it look like Reaſoning, to amu- 
ſe the Minds of unthinking People, I ſhall 
ſhew the difference between . the thang? 


reveal'd to us in the Goſpel, and the uſu- 


al Phxnomena of nature with reſpe& to 
the meaſures .of our knowledge. And 
therc{ore, | 


i. Though 
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r. Though we ſhou'd grant what is 
abſolutely falſe, and what he was to have 
-*% ſome proof for ; if he had been a- 

le, that the things reveal d in the Goſpel, 
ard the ordinary Objetts of our Senſes, were 

# the ſame level as to our Knowledge, 
r t we are equally ignorant of both, Kot] 
po mrs them alike ; yet his Inference 

ou'd not follow from hence, viz. That | 
the things reveal'd in the Goſpel are mot | 
Myſteries, in a more proper ſenſe than a 
Spire of Graſs, a Stock or Stone, For 
though we are equally ignorant of two 
things 5, Jet there may be much more be- 
hind t known in one than in the o- 
ther; and therefore upon” this ſcore, 
may much more properly be call'd a My- 
ſtery. For certainly though we knew as 
much of God now as we do of a Stock or 
a Stone, yet (ure he will allow there is in- 
fioitely more yet ro be known in that 
Fountain of all Perfection ," that rich 
Treaſure of Wiſdom, which is fo tar from 
being comprehended now, that he ſhall | 
never be exhauſted to all eternity. 

We way fay the ſame of all the other 
Myſteries of Chriſtianity, though we 
ſhou'd grant our fdea's of them were as 
pertet, and that we knew as'much of 
tiem 
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them now as we do of any thing in na- 
ture, yer becauſe they are” infinitely more 
excellent in themſelves ; and that there is 


much more behind to be known in them, 


yet they wou'd deſerve the name of My- 
fleries in a much more proper ſenſe than a- 
ny thing in nature. Eſpecially if we add 
that they are not only more exce/ext in 
themſelves, but they are of much greater 
concernment to ns, as they relate ro the 
ſalvation of our Souls, and our well-being 
forever in another World: Which makes 
them deſerve more regard, and conſe- 
ny a better name if we have it togive 
tnem. 

Wherefore we may well wonder what 
end any man cou'd have in ſtarting fuch 
a notion as this is, unleſs it were to vilify 
and debaſe the Doftrints of the Goſpel ; 
and cunningly to leſſen all reveaf'd Reli- 
gion and it's Teachers in the opinion of tnen, 
as if they already had too great thoughts 
of God and his Revelations. | 

2. But there is a yet greater difference 


than this, for the things reveal'd in the 
Goſpel, as to that part of them which 


makes them My/terious, are ſuch as ex-+ 
ceed our preſent Capacities of K &; 
whereas all the things of Nature fall with- 
in their Sphere, and are tn themſelves um- 
mediate 
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mediate and proper objects of our Senſe 
and Reaſon, Though many of them are 
luch, that we neither do, nor ever can 
actually know any thing of them. And 
to lay this difference opento all, we muſt 
conſider that this of being above Reaſon is 
an #quivocal expreſſion, and ſignifies two 
very different things. 


I, It frgnifies a thing which does not _ex- 
ceed our powers of underſtanding ; but #8 cons 
ceal'd from us, and lies out of our reach, by 
ſome accidental- impediment or obſtrudtion, 
which it is impoſſible for as to remove. And 
in this Senſe it is above our Reaſon to 
know certainly, what is at the center of the 
Earth; or whether there be any Inhabitants 
in Saturn, or of what ſpecies they, are ; 
what are the true motions of the Heavenly 
Bodies,” \gud what order they obſerve among, 
themſelves ; and the different configuration 
of the little parts of matter, Ec. That 
which makes theſe things abaye our Rea- 
ſon, is not any thing eſſential to them, but 
ſomething accidental. And therefore we 
find our knowledge very much improv'd, 
and promoted by the help of Glaſles, 
which diſcover things that by reaſon ,of 
their ſmalnelſs, and diſtance were not per- 
ceptible by the naked eye, nor certainly 
diſcove- 
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diſcoverable by Reaſon. So that we may 
ſay, many things were above our Reaſon 
before theſe helps were found out, which 
are not ſo now ; and if theſe helps cou'd 
be carried on and improved to that de- 
gree, asto lay open to our view the fmall- 
eſt parts of matter, and art the greateſt di- 
ſtance; or that a rational account were gi- 
ven us, of all the Phzxnomena in Nature, 
by any inte/igent Being (uperior to ours, 
we ſhould apprehend it diſtinctly and per- 
fetly, and then nothing in nature wou'd 
be above our Reoſon. 


2. To be above our Reaſon ſignifies, 
A thing which in its own nature exceeds 
our preſent C apacittes, and is no proper ob- 
jett of thoſe faculties of knowledge which we 
are now endu'd withall. And inthis Senſe the 
nature of God is more properly above our 
Reaſon than a Stock or a Stone, Eternity 
than 7ime , a Spirit, than a Body; the 
Joys of Heaven, than Senſaal Pleaſures ; 
the eternal Generation of the Son, than 
the ordinary Procreation of Man ; the ope= 
rations of the Holy Spirit, than the xoz- 
riſhment of our Bodies, &c. There is as 
yet no proportion between theſe Objetts 
and our Facultzes of Knowledge;our intel- 


leRual powers are not yet form'd and fb 
H adapted 
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adapted for them, as they are for thoſe 
things in Nature, which are the proper 
objects of our Senſe and Reaſon now. So 
that it is a more improper way of ſpeak- 
ing, to ſay that theſe things ſhould be clear- 
ly reveal d to us now, as they are in them- 
ſelves; than to ſay that a nice point in Di- 
vinity or Philoſophy, ſhowd be clearly ex- 
plain'd to an Infant. They arc indeed 
plainly reveal'd to us as to their reality 
and exiſtence but not clearly as to the true 
nature of the things. Nothing in the 
World is more evident than that ſuch 
things are reveald to us; but what or 
how they are in themſelves, is impoſſible 
for us to comprehend. And this is what 
the Apoſtle means' by that ſaying, That 
Fye has not ſeen nor Ear heard, neither 
have entred into the heart of Man the things 
which God hath laid up for them that love 
him. Which Words, though by the con- 
text they are more immediately ſpoke of 
things paſt,and then reveal'd in part ; yet 
they have a farther reference to the tull 
completion of all theſe things in another 
World. | 

| ihall make this whole matter plain by 
an "Inſtance. A Perſon who was born 
blind knows as little of the Su» as he does 
of the real nature of God ; he icels the _ 
al 
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and warmth of it; he is cheriſhd by it, 
and lives and thrives by the ſecret influ- 
ences of it ; but he neither knows where, 
nor what it is: and if he had beeh ever 
told that all this was the immediate a 
of God, he wou'd have thought fo, for 
he knows nothing of the Sun beſides the 
name. Now upon this Authors Principles, 
the nature of the Sun, and the nature of 
God are both equally a Myſtery to this 
Blind Man. That he is equally ignorant 
of the true nature of both { grant, hows 
ever they are not <qually a Myſtery to 
him. And that this may appear, let us 
ſuppoſe this Mans Eyes were opened ; then 
he wou'd 'ſee clearly that the Sun is a 
large, round, lucid Body in the Firmament: 
but he wou'd be hereby enabled to know 
nothing more of the true nature of God 
than he did before. And why becauſe 
this is beyond the reach of all his natural 
powers of Knowledge ; and if all his Sen- 
ſes were improv d to be a thouſand times 
nicer than they are, though he wou'd ſee 
much deeper into the nature of all things 
here, yet the nature of God, and the things 
relating to another Life wou'd lie as much 
out of his reach as ever ; he wou'd even 
then know as little of the Glory of God, 
as that Man did of the Sun before his Eyes 
H 2 were 
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were opened. For Light it ſelf is but a 
Metaphor, adapted to our grols Capacities 
to ſignify the Glory of God, which we 
are told in the Revelations is to be inſtead 
of light in Heaven. 

But becauſe this is an Inſtance only of 
a ſenſible Obje&, let us take another of 
Reaſon. Let us ſuppoſe an iterate per- 
ſon, who never heard of Chriſtianity, or 
the Mathematicks is equally ignorant of 
theſe two Propoſitions, | 


The three Angles of a Triangle are equal 
to two Right ones. And this 
We ſhall be raisd in the likeneſs of 
Chriſt. . 


Theſe two Propoſitions this Derider of 
all reveal'd truths will fay, are alike myſte- 
rious to this Man, Whereas the contrary 
will evidently appear if we but take this 
Man and teach him Mathematicks, then 
he ſhall perteQly apprehend all that is to 
be known of that demonſtration, and 
how it is impoſſible it ſhou'd be other- 
wiſe. But teach him the Goſpel, and 
make him as learned as he is capable in 
the Chriſtian Religion, he ſhall know no- 
thing more of that Propoſition (though 
he ſhall be better convinc'd of the m_—_ 
| ® 
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of it) than he did at firſt hearing. And 
why ? becauſe the ove was a truth in-nax- 
ture within the ſphere of his intelleQual 
powers ; the other is ſupernatural and he 
can never have any notion of the man- 
ner of it, till he has new Faculties or thoſe 
he already hath are greatly enlarg'd. 

But this matter will clear up farther, if 
we compare ſome of the Myſteries of our 
Religion with thoſe things in Nature 
which bear the greateſt Azalogy. with 
them, and by which they are repreſented 
to us in the Scriptures. »” OE" 

If we ſay a Son is like his Fther, we 
immediately conceive in our Minds the 
lame Stature, Countenance, - Lineaments, 
and Complexion; or the ſame Humour, Dif- 
poſition, natural parts and Tnclinations,&c. 
ſo that we very well apprehend. wherein 
the /;teneſs conſilts. But when we fay we 
ſhall riſe in the likeneſs of Chriſt, here we ſtop 
and our Thoughts can reach norfarther.- 

Again when we fay one Man is the 
Son of another , we apprehend very 
well the manner of natural procreation; 
and how it is he came to be his Father., 
But when we fay Chriſt is the Son. of God. 
by an Eternal Generation, we know'nothi | 
of the manner of one Spirits vroducin 
2nother nor can we tell how he.came to, 
H 3 
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be born of a Virgin without the concur- 
rence of a Man. | 

When we fay the Spirit of God hath 
4 real influence upon ours in the operatzojx 
of Grace, we know much leſs of the man- 
ner of ir, than we do of ohe Bodies mc- 
ving another by contaQ: and we know 
the Food we eat nouriſheth ns by ufder- 
poing ſeveral alterations; and then being 
converted into the ſubſtance of our Bo- 
dies; but we can't know thus much of rhe 
manner how Grace adminiſters ſtrength 
and comfort to our Souls. 


Again we know of time that it is fite 
and ſucceſſive, and we can meaftre it in 
certain proportions by the motioris of the 
heavenly Bodies. But as for Eternity, for 
want of a clear Idea we frame a notion 
of it from time; and thus by a limited 
thought we do little lefs.chan deſtroy it's 
Being. For as for ſaying it is a perpetutl 
Now, though it be the prezrief thought 


we have of it, yet if we attend to this we 


ſhall find, we ſay nothing more than that 
the fame Inftant ſhall remain for ever; 
and thus attribute that ſucceſſion to one 
Inſtant of time abſtractedly conſidered, 
which weus'dtofttribute to things which 
exiſt in if, And therefore it is as prok 
a UL» 
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4 deſcription of Eternity, as a flying Boy 
is of an Angel. 

And yet it is very pleafant to hear how 
this 'man talks of it. Ir is no mbre tbe 
our Reaſon becauſe we can't appreheha 
it, than a Circle is becauſe we may. But 
why > becauſe Reaſon goes as far as it cati 
in both. The Circle is to be imagin'd, but 
Eternity is not eſſentially im2ginable; if 
it were, Reaſon wou'd have it as well as 
the Circle, yes that -it wou'd: but you 
wou'd not have Reaſon to. imagine/atiy 
thing that is not to be ' imagined? 
And yet but a few lines after he wilt maks 
us imagine it in his next Book as perfeQ- 
ly: as that 3 atid'z make 5. But this'/is 
a ſtrange Circle in arguing) tt prove that 
Btennity is wot above our Reaſon, becauſe it 
is. ZAnd you fes the cauſe of this bluin- 
der is, becauſe. he confounds.” fdea with 
Imagination, one of the beſt diſtin@ions 
we are beholding to the modern Logictans 
for. Tis plain there are many things we 
have 1dea's of, which we are not able to 
imagine, and Eternity 1s one of then. 
And becauſe we cant frame any imagina- 
tion of it; it doth 'not follow  thar- we 
can't apprehen4 it at all, far Reafon 
can frame an' Idea of it as it doth of the 
other things of another "life* (7. e.) by 
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Analogy, and for this reaſon it is more a 
Myſtery than a Circle which we perfeatly 
imagine. 

Once more, though the Eſſence of mat- 
ters lies hid from us, as well as that of a 
Spirit, yer we know much more of it's 
propertics, as that it hath Gravity, Exs 
tenſion, Solidity, Impenetrability, Diwifi- 
bility; and this Table on which T write 
though I can't actually divide it into inft- 
nite parts,yet I can carry it onin my Mind, 
and conceive it diviſible. Now theſe arg 
properties of matter which agree to-1t 1n. 
general, and are not meer. modifications 
of it. But we know. no more of a $pirzt 
but that. it thinks (7z. e.) juſt enough, to 
prove it's Exiſtence, and no more; forias 
to all the different modifications of Thought; 
it is but thinking ſtill; and theretore is 
anſwcrable but to that one property of 
Extenſion in matter, 

Beſides we don't attribute this of 7hin- 
king immediately and poſitively to a Spi- 
rit; for we don't fay a Spirit thinks becaule 
we know ſo much of the real nature of it 
as to diſcover this; but we fay it thinks 
becauſe we can prove that matter can t. 

- Now when I fay the Idea we have of a 

Spirit 15 not poſizzve, I mean-that 1t is not 
ſoin reſpe& of our underſtanding ; becauſe 
| WE 
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we have no way of attributing it to a Spi- 
rit, but by a negation of it to-matter. I 
muſt confeſs if we take a Spirit in the 
ſenſe that ſome men do (z. e.) only for. 
a Thinking Being, then indeed we come ta 
the notion of it by Refletion; we find 
ſomething in us that Thinks, and from 
thence we immediately attribute it to 
that Being. 


But for any thing that is yet conclu- 
ded, this Thinking Being may ' be meer 
matter; and when we proceed to infer 
the. exiſtence of an immaterial ſubſtance 
(which-is the true notion of a Spirit; as 
it”'is diſtinguiſh'd from - matter, and in 
which ſenſe God is ſaid to be a Spirit) 
theg.the Idea we have of it, is as far from 
bei litive, as the words by which "we 
expreſs it. Then we have'no-other wav 
of conceiving it, but by removing from: 
it - Extenſion, » Diviſtbility, 'Solidity, &ec.: 
which are the properties of Body: and we 
conclude that the ſubſtance in us that. 
thinks muſt be immaterial, becauſe this ope- 
ration exceeds the power of meer matter, 
z. e, while it isfuch; for if God ſhauld alter 
all the properties of it, ſoas to maſke it ſome: 
thing elſe;:and not matter;-then no one 
can deny but it may think ; hut how = 

| this 


106 Ar Anſwer td a Book'Entitulcd, y 


L ettey to 


this implies a contradiction I ſhall not 
now diſpute. : 

So that again I can't but wonder any 
one ſhou'd affirm poſitively, that we have. 
as clear and diſtin Idea's of the Natare: 
and Properties of Spirit, 'as we have of 
Body. 

Mr Lott's Notion of the Soul is only 


ee By. of that of a thinking ſubſtance without any: 


Worces 


P. 69, 70, Tegard either to the materiality, or immas- 


71, 


teriality of it ; though one wou'd think he 
inclines to the former, when he ſhews- 
this to be the ſenſe of the word Spirit both: 
in Prophane and Divine Authors,  How- 
ever he fays afterwards that the utmoſt 
Proof we can have for the immaterialit 
of it will amount only to a Probablligg, 
and thus much concerning it he thinks 
deducible from his Principles, and;plrci- 
cularly from his ſuppoſition of a Syfem of 
matter; and adds that he would gladly ſee 
a better-proof of it either from the Biſhop 
of Worcefter or any one elſe. 'To ſpeak 
to this now wou'd be no other than a di- 
greſlion from the buſineſs Tam upon, but- 
I do not deſpair of giving him this Demoy-: 
ftration which he wou'd to gladly fee; and 
ſhewing him withal how very much he 
is out in his application of thoſe Texts of 


Sctipture he makes uſe of, 'I know is 
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eaſie for a perſon to deny any thing to 
be demonſtration which is not mathema- 


tically ſuch; bur if it appears that we have -- 


as good proof for the zmmareriality of the 
Soul, as we can reaſonably expe for” a- 
ny mataral or moral truth, this is ſuffici- 
ent for the conviction of any, except thoſe 
who by their Principles are oblig'd to op- 


poſe it. 


But to return, it is Evident from what 
hath been ſaid, that we are ſo far ' from 
forming any Idea of Spirit as clear and 
diſtin@ as that we have of matter, that 
we can't form a ſimple Idea of any pro- 
perty in it, which is poſitive in reſpe&t 
of our underſtanding; and therefore 


fimple Tdead's are the foundation of all our” 


knowledge as they are laid down by rhat 
Delicate and Curious Head, which this 
Man of Forehead only has ſo grofly miſti- 
ken ; that defe@ in the firſt principles 
ſhall run through all our after Reafonings 
about the real natare of it, and rerider 
them much more confus'4 and imperfett 
than thoſe concerning miltter. 


I might ſay the ſame of a Spiritual or 
Glorified Body, that we can frame no Idea 
of it, but by »ezation of thoſ&Mmperfedt- 
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ons that are incident to us-in this frail 
conditions of mortality, and thoſe few 
paſlages related of our Saviour's Body 
after his RefurreQtion, are wholly unac- 
countable by us; at leaſt much more 
than the ordinary appearances of Nature; 
as particularly his vaziſhing out of their 
fight all of a ſuddain; and appearing in 
the midſt of them, at a time when the doors 
were. ſhut, &c. and that rheſe things were 
not any miraculous operations, but the 
real properties of a glorify d Body, is 
more likely to think; than that he ſhou'd 
have rarify'd the Door, or the Walls of the 
FHTouſe to get entrance ; or have ſecret- 
ly convey'd himſelf in a long with: them, 
as ſome learned Men have endeavour'd to 
ſolve theſe paſſages. Nor can we con- 
ceive how a body ſhou'd be diveſted of 
its gravity, ſo as to mount the Skies as 
our Saviour's did at his aſcenſion, and as 
the Bodies of the Saints ſhall do at the ge- 
neral-Reſurretion. None of theſe things 
axe to be folv'd upon the common princt- 
ples of knowledge that are in us now, be- 
cauſe we have not capacities ſuitable tothe 
nature of them. 


_ So that now we may wonder what ri- 
diculous meaning this Man can have, 
| | when 


Jn 4 


"'©C hriftiatity dot Myſterious. 


when he ſays thar all the things which 
are ſpoke of in the Goſpel, are as conſi- 
ſtent. with our common notions as Wood 
and Stone; and that we are as properly 
faid to comprehend them ; and that our 
Idea's of natural and divine things are e- 
qually clear and diſtin. A firange falla- 
cious inference this, becauſe we fully compre- 
hend neither,therefore weare equally ignorant 
of both. And to amuſe people that can't 
ſee this, that he might ſeem to ſpeak 
ſomething to the purpoſe, he borrows. a 
diſtintion, viz, That between the No- 
minal and Real Eſſence of a thing. How 
impertinently he hath made uſe of it in 
this matter, is very plain from what has 
been faid; which though we grant it to be 
a good one, yet it is nothing to the pur- 
pole. But ir is fo far from being a good 
Diſtintion, that it ſeems to me not to be 
good Senſe. - For nothing can be more 
abſurd than to ſuppole two different Eſſen- 
ces in the ſame thing. Nor can any thing 
be more direQly levell'd at thoſe glorious 
Attributes of God, his Goodneſs and Truth 
than what it ſuppoſes, viz. That we are 
thus deceivd in every thing, and know 
nothing at all of the true nature of things 
by thole properties that. are diſcernable 
by us. And therefore to uſe his own 
words, 
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words, This rather becomes Impo#tors to 
think, than the taught of God who hath no 
intereſt to delude his Creatures, nor wants 
ability to inform them rightly. 

If it had been faid in plain language, 
that there is ſomething in natural things 
we do apprehend, and ſomething we do 
not; which is all that's meant in that di- 
ſtintion : This wou'd have been Philoſo- 
phy for the Vulgar ; and therefore fo 
make a Myſtery of ir, it muſt be call'd 
the Nominal and Real Eſſence of a thing + 
though it carry a flat contradiction- in 
Phyficks, and a monſtrous conſequence in 
Morality, and lays a foundation for Eter- 
na] Sepriciſm. But ſuppoſing there is a 
meaning in it both zrxe and irnocent, yet 
it muſt be own'd this was the moſt un- 
happy way of expreſling themſelves, that 
poſſibly they could have light upon. 


Thus far as to his arguments from Rea 


C. Il. ſoy, Now 1 come to conſider thoſe he 


brings from Scripture : and we are like 
to have very clole reaſoning from them, 
when 1n the very entrance he again con- 
founds theſe rwo Propoſitions. Whether 
or no Chriſtianity is Myſterious, and whe- 
ther there are no Myſteries in Chriſtianity, 
Whereas even the latter of them is dubi- 
OUS 3 


Chriſtianity not Myſterious. 


ous; for the word Myſtery is usd to ſig- 
nifie ſeveral things. And therefore to 
remove all ambiguity, and ſhew the fal- 
lacy of his arguing we will lay aſide the 
Word, and ſpeak to the thing it ſelf, (i.e.) 
Whether we have not as clear and diſtin 
Hdea's, as full and perfett a knowledge of al 
things reveal 'd to us in Scripture, > the 
appearing of Chriſt in the World, as we hawe 
of ordinary ſenſible Objedts. ua cf 

That we had not before he allows,and 
therefore he grants they were Myſteries 
then, but now fince the coming of Chriſt 
they are not. And the whole ſubſtance 
of his arguing in-this long Chapter is 
this. 

If all thoſe things which were ſignified by 


the Fewiſh Rites and Ceremonies are clear- 
ly reveal'd to us, then they are no longer bid- 


den from us. 


But all thoſe things ſignified by the Jewiſh 


Rites and Ceremonies are clearly reveal d to 


#s. Theretore, 
They are no longer hidden from as. 


Thus he proves the Minor. 


If the Veil is taken away in Ghrift then 
they are clearly reveal'd to us. © 


But 
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But the Veil is taken away in Chriff. 
Therefore, | "IF 
They are clearly reveal'd to us. 


And to make this Minor good,he brings 

all theſe Texts of Scripture, and Quotati- 
ons out of the Fathers; to prove that'the 
Veil is taken away, and that they are 
clearly reveal'd. 
Now if any amongſt us had abſolutely 
deny'd"thar the Veil was taken away, and 
had 'affirm'd that they Were not plainly 
reveald ro us, then he might have had 
an adverſary : But there is not a ſentence 
1n this Chapter, that looks ' like a con- 
troverſie with any but the Fews. If this 
Man wou'd have arg«'d inſtead of Ban- 
ring , he wou'd have diſtinguiſh'd, and 
thewn in what ſenſe we deny 7t, and then 
have prov'd that the Veil was taken away 
in that ſenſe that we deny. And there- 
fore ſince he hath dealt treacherouſly, T 
muſt make him hone/?, and dif7inguiſh for 
him. 

And in order to make this matter very 
plain, we know that there are four things 
to be reveald concerning any thing that 
is hid from us. Irs Exiſtence, its Eſſence, 
its Properties, and the Relation it hath 
to us; and eyery one apprehends at firſt 
' reading 


how # thing may be clearly re- 
Ve its Exiftence, together ittrhie 
fehrtion it hath't us, and'yer remain to- 
tally obſcur'd as DT 
di05.- Now'thers wake oa we lay/is 

© x. Thit': & cirng in ul 
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6f thoſe thi S./ 

of the Son, his Incarnation, Cru 
ons ye W " 
a Moor Wye 
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* hoomledge of. the reality and, exiſtence of 
any'of theſe things afterwards 
the  Golpel, excepting ,anly that. of- the 
Being of. the-true God, which was reveald . 
to them, by. Moſes under the. name I AM, 
which. denoted. voting; more than o__ EX- 
Manor. J h 


-:3- We yh that theſe. divine thing 
h a4 


idden . 3nd-! obſcur'd be 
2.of Chriſt, were all of them 
clearly reveal'd as to their |Ex- 
'85-to the - Relation they, have 
to us, (2.e.) as to the reality and _ 
oftheſertruths, and our concern 
them. And yet, they. do not. 
Myſteries {till,. becdla OF (089 
nitely., mpre obfcur'd as; to, their 
and Properties, than the common 
rure..-:vyathat .now; It... 
dito-us.that Chrift,.is i. ch Son _ 547 
YEt.lit doth. not follow, that. therefore. we 
kaoiy a&muchfof the manner "0 
terval ation of. HY AS ok 
bow one Mzn,is faid.to be th 
ther,. . Becaule!,it- is. reveal; _ wn ID a 
there are eqdlels Toys in Heaven, it doth not 
follow. .that we know as. much of themas 
we do of ſenſual Pleaſures... \Becaule al 
clearly that.we ſhall-be r 
at the laſt day, in the, glorious likeneſs.of 
Chriſt; 


: .. 
os — nemo : 4 


C briftignity not Myfterious. ny 


Cliriſt;'it doth not follow that "we know 
w4well"whar this | Glory will be, as we 
kfiow what it is to be of a Fairand Bea 
tiful\ Completion; and fo in all the reſt. 
And this is the reaſon of thoſe ſeemings 
ly oppotſie” expreflions of St. Paul, the 
2 Cor. 3. x8. where ſpeaking of the 
a s' of 7 Golpel, in oppoſition to 
h ny - _ Law he 
with open face beholding as m 
glory of the Lord. Ard yer it 
1%; ſpeaking of this ſame preſebs fate 
the'Goſpel, in oppoſition” to 'ours 
fate” it Heaven he ſays, That' nutdimie ſee 
through a Glaſs  HarMy;i but " then | Face to. 
Face. "By the firſt he denotes the clear- 
heſs of the Revelation as'to'the Exiſtence, 
and Deſign of thoſe things' now:under th 
[: by the larrery he denotes th 
ſexit obſcurity. of them," as 'to their 
»tr and Properties." 
; Danny, be"objeQted vey 
they Tb ſtill, and'ch the 
things contain'Vin' the-Jewiſh/Ritgs and 
Ceremonies, are as little reveal'd now, 4s 
they were before” But whoſoever. makes 
ging rn cart: bur know theſe twg: 


Sto be rruewhich Icontend for, hows. 
we-are able ito reconcale-them,' vx. 


13" That thoſe things ſigpified: by Jewiſh 
=O 1 2 Rites 
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Rites and Ceremonies fince the coming of 
Chriſt are more clearly reveal'd t0 us. than 
they were: hefore. And:2. That now they 
are more. tlear{yrevea''d tous, yet we have 
mo ldea's of the real Nature or Properties'of 
them, which 1 have fufficiently prov'd: 
Whoſoeverallows theſe two things; -muſk 
be of my opinion, whether I were ableito 
anſwer ghis objection or 'no. But it is 6+ 
e to apprehend, that when 

ſay a's we have of-the things of 

another World,: are noi other than-a ſort 
of» Types:or Figures, I don't take them-in 
the firicte(t (chle of the Words,/ as they 


are aÞplied\to-Jewiſh Rites and: Ceremo- 


nies; whichwere all of them actions con« 
verſant about external Ohjets, and'defign'd 
repreſent ſome divine tranſation which 
10: have its completion -.in this life; 
ang'cvenithen was tohave a farther refe- 
rence to-ſomething intended- by. it-in 2+ 
nother World. ' But my-meant that 
the tion we can frame of '#Divine 
ObjecH: repreſents nothing of the real-na- 
wire of the thing to ys as it-is imvigdelf ; if 
any one finds fault with the word; let them 
call ther by- what other-name they p 
ſince it-igplain-they muſtallow- the 7 
: And" now+ he: fees,0if he was 2 
blind before, in what Sexe this YVeibisres 


mov d 


Chriſtianity not Myflerions. | [1 
word, and.in what (enſe we. aGiem it. to 
to: do it, inſtead of provivg opero/ely what 
no man denies, that the Veil is taken a- 
way in Chriſt ; let him prove the truth of 
pr ſenſe which _ deny, Fo he 

&s. taken away, not -only as to the Reality, 
and Abifance and Tatend, of the thi y 
veal d which'\weallow ; but as 
uer and Properties of them, 
we have as perfet a notion. 


henſive a knowledge of them, - ag:Wwethave 
of the Manner andPropereie Ui apj{eg 
in nature ;.or in his'awn-cant, (ba? we 


have as clear and diſtintb Idea's.of them as 
of any” ſenſible Objefs, As tor: inltance 
Jouah's being in the Whales belly, 
Type' of our: Saviours Burial and. 
refion,' and therefore now this 1s re: 
«he muſt makeit out, that thereis nat 
more ſerious in our Saviouxs Deat 
and rectian," than ina mans ifing car- 
ried into a Vaulr, and walking out" again 
vpon his leggs. + The feaſt of the £f 
uer was 2 Type of: Chriſt, and repreſents 
ed the Lords Supper ; and this now is byp 
7pe of the Joys of Heaven, -25 our Say 

himſelf makes it by theſe: word$ 


the Vine, till  F drink it new with you '7n 27- 
l 3 my 


eforth I (ball nat drink of this: fenit of Matt. 25, 
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my Father's Kingdom. But this man cut 
ſhew us the real nature of thoſe 

which are here ſignified by the Fruit yo we 
"y ine. 


| And now that it appears what he wasto 
have prov'd to fave me the labour of trath 
ſcribing, do but look over every 7ext he 
guaed by way of Proof, and try-to 
inference from it, and then-you 
fatisfied that Quaker, or any other 
Emtbuſuaſt never apply'd Seriptureſo imper- 


Finently. D6 but apply this diſtinction of 
a thing's being gre as toit's Exiſtence 
and Deſign; and the Relation it hath te us 


only ; or as to the manner and property of 
thing it ſelf, and then thelittle fallacy 
wiltappear which runs through his appli- 

afion of them all. TI ſhall only inſtance 
m'the two or three firſt. * . 


x. Obr. 2. 7, 8. We ſpeak the Wil: dom 

of God hid in a "avitery which God hes 1 d 
before the World for our glory, which none 
of the Princes of this World knew, from 


whence he makesthis inference, v:z. That 
ohis divine - Wiſdom was then a $- 


for want of revealing Information. © | 
enigs it'? and to confirm this he adds 
following words. Eye hath uot ſecn,- nor 

_ Ear 


-_—_ __-_— — 
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y. neither have enter d "into "Jay 
Man, the things which God bath' 
+ , for them that love him; 'but Go 
hath reveal'd them: to us bi Spine; 
which proves no more then'whar Toy 
owns, 7 hat it was impoſſible by ſtres 
aſon to have attain'd to:the*knowle F 
of thoſe means which God had appointed for qur 
Salvation, and now they arere It 1s 
only-as to the-truth and rea X 
exiſtence, as to their Intent, 'an 
lation they have,to us; and not. as it the 
Manner and Properties of them. W> #R'Y 3! 
The things here-ſpoke of which <7 
not have enter'd into. the-heatt,'of- Man, ' 
were the Incarnation of the Son, and” | 
Deſcent of the Eoly Ghoſt ; whicks. wer 
contrivances of infinite Wiſdom for 
ſoration of fallen Man, and thi 
what the wiſeſt heads among us con 
ver have thought of. Theſe things were. 
obſcurld in Jewiſh Typegand Cergmonies, E 
and at length God reveal'd it'clearly t6 Us, 
that thoſe were the means he had aPpoitits 
ed: for our Salvation. - _ 
., Now the inference this man muſt make, 
e wou'd ſpeak to the purpoſe is, 7hae- 
ore we now know as Low Oy the mane” 
wes of that conception wrought by the, power 
f the Holy Ghoſe in a pure Virgin, as 0 of the* 
I 4 ordinary 
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ordinary way of Generation; and becau 
is reveal'd to us that the Haly Gho 
in us, therefore we muſt know the many 
ner of it as perfedtly, as we do. that af 
the nouriſhment of our Bodies by meat 
and drink. td 
The next is, St. Paul uſed. great plainughy, 
of Speech, Ergo they had as Sal and Pers, 
eft a knowledge of every thing he ſpoke, 
| of a Stock or a Stone. _ Nay: 
e to them of the depths of the 
Wi ;/dom of God, and diſcours'd tothem how 
= was caught ap into Paradiſe, and heard 
able words, Fihovt doubt they that 
ha him had as lively an impreſſion of 


whole Liſon on L Imaginations, | 
| ' that ſaw it; nay So i: had of the. 


Ho to them; and we may 
no leſs from this. profound Revea-: 
yſteries, than that he will quote 
theſe unſpeakable wotds in Ys next 


Book.. * 
And fo by the following <ocati0ns he.. 
thinks he hath knock'd, us down, when 
any mention is made of the Myſtery be-- 
ing made manifeſt or known ts al Nations, 
Ergo the very Manner and Properties « 
ap, things are laid open to us. And 
cd this Man (I warrant you) kno! 
_ of the" ſecret Coancils of God. 


nOW, 


— p a aity nor My pins 2 "= 


whoſe Jud ents are miſearchable, 
on Tf frag ning ont; as he doth 
of the dark contrivances of that Caball - 
inſt all reveal'd Religion, where the de- 
gn of this Book was firſt laid, and the 
-are now' a fo Por! tis well 
n this Myſtery of Truly ity doth 'al- 
ready work ; but he who hath hitherto bins 
dred, we truſt will hinder, till th 4 
ktn out of the way, and their 
be reveald.” * 


And here if ' were diſpogd_ 
ry, I Coud make better Bore wi 
Hiſtory of this Life,” ul he hes 
dohe with the Dottor and his'Pari Prone 
for | have 'tra&'d him in- oo, - ft 
the time he firſt gave out* W "we 
Head of a Se Fes lei Hi "Years 
of Ape, till he became an Author ; Te 


from thence' to” his coming into this 
Kingdom to ſpread his eres, Fd pur 


his'Defigns in Execution. But Fam Ky6s 


ing a Subje#t in Divinity, and" not mas. 


r opportunity of giying the World a 
and diſtin Idea BY wo man; who 


hy ſo formidable ; and ſells 
with the fancy of having run down thres. 
Kingdoms only with one craſs Queſtion, 
which 


a Farce; and perhaps I may have a-. 
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which is the foundation of all his, Bolt 
viz. How can a, Man Ewe XR "_ 
xot know ? 

; A 

I come now'to conſider hay he an- 
ſwers thoſe 0bjettions which are.made as; 
gainſt this new Hypothefis of his 'in- 4 
g10n. 

The fuſt fort of Objelime he brian are. 
three .agfour Texts of Scripture, which 
g againſt either what he, or. 
we fay in this matter; but ſuch as Entbu- 
ft bring againſt the uſe of; Reaſor' in 
RelWion. Sothatghey are- -wholly amper- 
tinent, unleſs he:diſputes Wxbe, Qaay 
; and therefore | -more to 
e but to take notice of the baſe diſ- 
; of the-man, who by this wou'd 
thinking or prejudiced people be- 
, that we are thoſe ignorant perverſe 
Men he. ſpeaks of; and put. us upon the 
ſame level with the raokeſt Enthuſiaſts. 
Whereas he can t but. know that we are. 
as vigorous defenders of the uſe of Rea- 
ſon in Religion as he can . be. 'Tis 
by this that the truths of all reveal d Re- 
ligion are eſtabliſh'd, and remain un 
ken and the ſame for ever, in ſpight | 
the oppoſition of, their ſubrileſt enemigs, 


'Tis by this we conſute his Errors, TE 
org 


—_— 


—_ Evidence and Light of Reaſon that 
2-and laborious Sophiſms dif; 
appear ite empty 


ſhadows,and vaniſh in- 
$0 nothing. ; | 


+ When we thus contend for the uſe- of 
Wuſon in Religjop,then on one ſide wears 
arg'd as if we-deni'd all Revelation, and 
_ we defend the truth -of Revelation, 
then on the- other ſide we are with 
laying aſideour Reaſon;as if we muſtneeds 
ceaſe ro be Mey, before we.can be;Chris 
ſtians. And therefore I ſhall ſtate-a r 

notion of this matter gs clear as ref 
ſhort; and that by theſe degrees.  -//1-;; 


x. Weallow that Senſe and Re 
the only faculties we have of kno 
judging of any: thing either in þ 
Religion; and we allow that God 
his Revelations applies himſelf to us by 
faculties; and-doth not either create apy 
new ones, or make any eſſential alte+ 
_ in theſe we have; for then a Stock 
or a Stone wou'd beas capable of a Divine 
R <br Wa asa Rational Creature. A i 


#2. We allow that whgt.is not ESP 


to thee Popers-of knowledge we are al: 
ready 
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ready endued with, is not't6 be 
or entertaind by us ; for'ot ( 
who plac'd theſe in us, wes rb con 
ſte with himſelf, nor woud'he have 
us 10. 

3- Theſe Powers of knowledge are bet- 
ter ſuited to the preſent objects of this 
life than they- are to thoſe of another ; 
for otherwiſe-we argue 'God'of want of 
Wiſdonififihnd Contrivance', and "if | they 
were now as well firted for uhe 
of another life, there: wou'd be no occaſi- 

onſp 2 change at thelaſt day. 4.1: 

We affirm that all the things of a- 
nother World, even after they are r6- 
veal dare totally obſcurd) both from our 
+and our Reaſon as the real Nature 
operties of them as they"are in 
7 And this I hope | haye ſuffi- 
neatly made out ; fo that if People: will 
believeiany thing at all of another life, 
they muſt doſo without Clear and diſtin 
Idez's of them. 

5. That ſince we have not capatitiy for 
them, there is no other way of revealing 
any ming to us relating to another” life, 
but by Analogy with the things of this 
World. Thus the Glory and [nte/leffunlf 
Light'of Heaven 4 reveal'd under the #10- 


tion of that we have from the Sun; the Ges 
He rat 108 
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neration ofthe So the Son £ pnder the no- 
of -one; Maps WOO from the 


Now therbfore let me 
the two! wc ngs in EI 


Ti bes Saints Jatnigpdin os 
4 10-42Þ mo5 
In this her the thing real 
happy and gforious ſtace,of. the-. 
Heaven. /; Th 
of by Godifor this; is that of "the 
dowr and-Gfendure of a Kipgdam. at lar: 
ſpeR-of this latter, -our:Reglon-hath - fall 
ſcope -and--tis not-, only, Jowful . but comp: 
mendable, nay our duty to be;very  Logtwick 
al and exact 1n our Scrautiny.,\.And there-- 
ſore we-muſt know. the: meauivg, of the. 
words, and, underſtand.the- peMeer of the. 
Itien:; | We 1 ;be fari ied that. it; 
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it. * Nay more, our Reaſon muſt be con 
vinc'd, and we muſt have a" tear _— 
dence in our mind, -of - its 
God by ſuch Proofs to Men's $4 = 
Reaſon 'of its "divinity, as ſhallconvince 
us that it could tome from none but God) 
fuch as Miracles "ind Prophecies, or the 
agreeabletiels of 'the thing; to | our con? 
mon Not#ovs 7 and Taminot to give my 
sMetfit 'to it' ufſeſs 1 have this: af ran 
which Flllow' tlivs far'to - be the ground 
of Perfwaſion: *'Thus far we ago read Megs 
joy iſhe' with any Adverſary of Revela- 
picket Myſteries purely upon the prinici- 

of Reaſon. And to require it any far- 
-i5-Hio other than to demand a rational 
rom wy BY het we ne! we have 


ma T 
w 


ires our Aﬀevr" to ay 
but: > rod fuch teſtimonies 
fas ſhalteauſe this'Evidence. But 
a9 to thi thing it ſelf which isfignifled by 
rhis afalogy; as the real Bate and condiths! 
off of 'the bleſt in Heavert is in-this My-! 
ſtery; "it 18" wholly-exempretd'from rhe en-: 
quiry of Reaſon. And herein'is my Faith: 
that I give*my" aſſent to: a / propoſition 
may is s ſin -prov'd to come frofty 
veino notion'at -allfef 


tir tine Nath aticts de repreſented ' to: 


© Chriſtianity net- Myſtexious. . 


me unde the Anilieagy of .lome worldly 
þus, you ſee haw Faith is nicely; 


o{y 
, 
: 


and, ,exactly defingd,;) The Evidence, 
Sy. _ Neth theſe. Champions! fo 
ON TMOIK, it 4S; & Qur 
EE 
exiſtence of them are. de 
by ach prgpts as raiſe up in-our_m 
WL f aþ Jy... 4PPC: 
i Teva Gl SE 7 oj ; 
not” Fen haye..1t a 
could coin any, thingiq al 1 
And Goya 
minds an. Evidence as Tick 
as... they..can \have. %; char 09d 
Vorld....1 J 15) 41D97 571 AS 


or | ?>e9-05,, demonſtration, of 
ſeen, becauſe: Faith 1s. ,na' 1uch- precarious 
ſent to things: which 
notion at all;of gow, yet;t 
the greate Fg of 19S oy a wk 
BASUONs. io ad: If, 2 
ml ie tes Oar of Huck 
Wjir@ rhe t] 
they! _underſtooc 
"u 
they wig = 0b y. dic 
bur conſider them.) a 
| 2818 Worn a 
_ nuations 


= 


___ 


0 
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—__ apzinſt 4s and our: JI" 

Faith ; as if we in any point, of it 

_ bh * truſting cauſe, 

are rom 

or 'to walk blindfold; thike 
we give Reaſon all the helps ecu] 
and Mei B6-ccver better difpos'd for the 
belief of our Chriſtian Myſteries than when 
they follow rhe'x and condu@'of 
it.'* For - ou? whole | Chriſtian "Faith is 
gfonnde#- __ che FO Rativeinati- 


a Nor: Deion, and 

; Rb the = of _ gp pe jd 4 
It now It is ko0 ate, tor not 

$16 yain-'as'a Man of 'forne 1 hi 


"508 hriftia anity not Myfteribus: 


e them : And'thiefefore' he is*now to 
ma with his Soul, and-venture 
CA, Met hi Teflen himfelf- by a 
lick Reradratroly in the: opinion of a 


thailf learned and debauch'd ſort of' people, 
whole intereſt it is to run down” that 
Inſtitution, which if it” be true muſt riſe 
upitn Jjadgtans againſt them at the laſt ?. 126, 
day.!" obs L 


we? 


\- oof thoGbjection is this 


1f- e canYive'our' aſſent . to nothing but 
what haved clearanddiſtin&ofdea in 
the Mind, ſ9/as t6believe nothing upon 


Mt Wirth nd” Yeracity” of * IN per- 
ere”can be no 4ſent' diſtin 
CK "AT thier ters ls 
nb": Faith either Divine or Human Fc 
if a! Man of whole ſincerity y 
throvghly convine'd, be Bing MN! 
theredte' a fort of oe in the '/Jutte' 
who- feourg e their Jdols (Goebel), phen. any 
_ ing oe their axpeat ions ir-1s 

ibls for | you'tb .beheve this" unleſs 
you roy it, For though you” know the 
meaning of the 'words, , and apprehend 
clearly what an Idol is, and what-1t'is to 
ſcourge ir ; yet if the relations of ten thou- 
ſand People: and everlo many circumnſtan- 


ces concurr'd to the-truth of ir,” yer you 
K | can 
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can never give you##ſFnr to it up6n 

other terms than he did who ſaw. ar 6 
nothing elſe can give you-this — 
knowledge of the truth and reality oft, 
which he makes the _ ground of our 
perſwaſton. 


And then if we can't give our afſent 
even to the Reality and Exiſtence of.any 
thing, but when we have clear _ di- 
ſtint 1dea's'of the Fealimodes oa 
ties of it as it. is in its ſelf; 1 w 
believe nothing either of God or 
thing relating to another 'World-;*For' het 


have made i it ſufficiently: nr that 
itterly impoſl le for us now | -u4y 
MPs? of lee'us 


My Reader thinks; L warrant, thie * het is 
ping about to reconcile the” Chri/tran 

with his Principles. -- But inſtead of 
: ſpends ſixteen” pages in ſhewirig 
6a ' there is*no- ſuch: thing as Faith:z4as 
you will ſee plainly. Hhalt take him inor- 
der, and aniwer every Paragraph, becauſe 
this is the moſt plauſible part of his So» 


phiſtry. ? 


_ Firſt he tell's us that-to be confident of 
any” thing without conceiving ir, is no 
Real 
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Real Fiith or "ag ; but:a raſh Pre- 
ne and-an obſtinate*Prejudices': » 
means by not"eonceiving it, To 
underſtanding tht meaning of the Propofi tron 
reveal'd, he is in the right of it 5 but if 
he means by conceiving it the h as 
full and compleat a bnvwledge of hip: 


reveal'd, as we have of 


nature, 'tis abſolotely falſe.; for as I have 
ſhewn at lazge, we may-give our aſſent 
to the. 


cait 


nee of things' when we 
ie any thing -at "alk of their 
real watire :| And that gur Chriff;an Faith 
is however 'no #a/b: Preſumption or ob/ti- 
wate Prejudice, "becauſe ir is' Founded upon 
ſufficient fſimonies of > ruth and rea- 
lity of the{propoſiti iev'd, inthing 
whereof - we”: have ow and «H t 
dea's.  -- 215408 © NS 
This is the thing op + fr 
we have-a full and compleat knowledge 
of the things believ'd; and to makeit plau- 
ſible, he ſays that God hath no intereſt to 
delude his Creatures, nor wants ability 
to inform them. Ergohe reveals-nothing 
but what he' makes them: perfetly com- 


prehend. Theretore he'hath not reveald 
any thing of the eternal | Generation 'of the 
Son, the change of our Bodies, rhe Foys of 


Heaven, of the operations. of the in, 
c. 


K 2 


* Phenomena of 
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G&c. becauſe if God;had reveal'd them, _he 
woud have. made you conceive the man} 
ner of all theſe perfeQly: ; and if he did 
not; it-was.certainly want. of ſincerity, or 
ability in tim. But let: this Blaſpbemer 
know; that it i5-neither want of Yeracity, 
nor ability.in God: rhat is. the reaſon why 
we don't. cohceive theſe” things, but the 
Weakneſs and - Imperfettion of our preſent 
ſtate, who-haye: 7. capacities for them as 
yer. And therefore as we naw\give.our 
aflent: ro'the Realny and Exiſtelſpe of what 
we can't conceive, upon.that. ns of 
God which: he:.hath thus. endeavour to 
rob .otallits Authority, and. infJuence UPr 
on aur-affent;{o; God will, ong8&day mani; 
felt his Power, , inbrioging all. choſe thiogs 
| / which: we can't now.;conceive ; 
nd will ſo enlarge our Souls that we ſhall 
early apprehend: them, and'all:the Ob- 
jeAgof - iher a | He;proceeds and 
gk 61 | / Dd 9+ ain; 2143 


\\Gvd wee'd lofe is _ if what be ſaid dil 
ot agree with; our common notions: (4. e. ) If 
God ihou'd ipcak Nonſenſe to. you in his Re- 
welations you'wou'd be never the wiſer; for 
if heſhould reveal to you that a thing call'd 
BLICT RI had a being in.nature, and 
not inform you what this Blifkri was, Fas 

cou 


Chriftiahity not Myſterions... 


could not believe it. ®*Now: this s very.in 
ſtance which he intends by way of Rida 
of all the Qbjes of our holy. Faith, doth 


happily ſhew the tru2 difference between 


a rationat 4ſſent and a blind Credulity ; and 
is.'a ſufficient confutation.of. his whole 
Book. Let us thercfore compare theletwo 
worts BLICT, Rb, and GLORT, 


* 


Of the firſt know nathing more than 


thay. it is Made vp. of! feven Letters, and 
cherefore "Me that, ſpeaks'it is a Barbarian 
to me. And as 1 kgow nothing; of it,. @ 


7.can believe nothing concerning it, but. 
the uncerthin ſoand\it, makes to my car ; 
and that ſeven Letters move: two Syll- 
bles in writing, oe! Wh 
As to the; other, word. ory, T8 
I know as little” of the real nature ok, the 
Glory of God; and of che-Sainrs in eg. 
ven, as | do what that BlzAri means ; 
and yet God doth not ſpeak Nonſenſe, 
when he reveals to me that there's ſuch 
a thing in; Heaven 'as. Glory.;., For it, 
Thovgh [ have' no notion of. the thing as, 
it.35in it ſelf,” yer" it is repreſented to mg 
by-the brightneſs of the Sun, and Glory. 
of a Kingdom; thagreateſt Images I now, 
am able'toframe of 1t.. 2. | am made ac-: 
quainted with the Relation this Glory hath. 
KR 3 ro 


r_ 
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to me, viz. That zt "expeds me in the Hea- 
vens ; that I ſhall enjoy it, and be made 
partaker pf it ; and that it will render me 
- happy beyond all imagination. Butl am 
no more able to conceive that Happineſs, 
than that Gloty of God which ſhall be 
the cauſe of it, And 3. It is reveald by 
God with this deſign that it ſhou'd be a 
prevailing motive of my Obedience, and 
an incitement ''to the praQtice of Vertue 
and Holinefs. ''q: 1 have not p-* irfgat 
preſent ro apprehend the real Nature 
as perfeQly as'l can apprehend ; any thing 
iN nature if -it' were diſcovered to me. 


And-thus we ſee how God inal his Reve- 
lations doth ndtſpeak Noyſeuſe to 'us,though 
we. have not. clear and diltin& Idea's of 
I things'"which are reveal'd. Nay 

h we have no more Idea of them as 


are in themſelves, than we have'of 
what Blidtri is. 2 


Beſides the Text he tein: to back” this 

- Sophiſm of his, © explains the matter far- 
ther and lays open the Fallacy, Heb. rt. 
6. He that comes to God muſh believe that 
he is, and that he is a rewarder of "them 
that diligently ſeek him. ' By which we 
(ce all that is knowable of God by us 
now is his Exiftexce, and the TY 
c 
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hope he will own thatfWe are bound to 
believe all we know of God,' though he 
flatly” denies that we are bound to believe 
any thing more in him than what we 
know, as well at leaſt as we do any thing 


elſe. 


he hath to us, viz. T Wt he is a Rewarder 
of them that diligently feet him. For 


He FOCcs of and asks, without concerving P, 139, 


Fajh Cy manner, ( 4. e.) without 
othing elfe bur knowledge, 
How cod Chriſt be termd the light of the 
Wontd ? and how could "we be faid to have 
the Spirit, of Wiſdom > (i. e.) unleſs he 
gives yot'as clear and diſtin 1dea's of 
every” thing he reveals, as you have of 2 
Stock or a Stone, I anſwer by pivi 
2 clear and diſtint Revelation of their 
Exiſtence, of which we ſhould have"tte 
wholly ignorant but for him, for thus he 
hath made -us wiſe unto Salvation, 'fince 
he hath given us a clear X=ow/edge of our 
Duty,and back'd his Preceprs with the pro- 
miſe of future rewards, which we have 
no notion of;and the beſt thought we can 
frame of themis, that they exceed all that 
we can-think or ſpeak. 
But fays he, - 
of Abraham's Faith will be objetled. Yes 
K 4 tis 


at remarkable inſtance © 13": 
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'tis obeed, and the; way he: anſwers it, 
is by ſaying as we do, ahd leaving 'his 
own Opinion tathift for-it;:ſelf... God 
promiſed Abraham to give him a nume» 
rous Progeny.in 1ſaac ;, after this,. befor 
Tſaac hath a Child, God commands him 
to ſacrifice his only. Son ; He obeys upon 
this conſideration, that God was able- to 
raiſe him up again, by the ſame power 
that he at firſt raisd him out of the dead- 
eſs of Sarah's Womb. Now th Te 
between him and me, is not Mhether be 
Faith was a firm Perſwafton built upon ſub- 
ſtantial Reaſons, which we allow and cgn- 
tend for, and therefore, he ſays nothing-to 
the purpoſe. But the, queſtioh-is, Whe- 
ther Abraham gave” his' aſſent to, what-he 
was not able tq comprebend, which he muſt 
own; unle(s he proves that Abraham knew 
as perfealy the whole manner of God's 
raiſing a Body, from the dead, or from a 
Womb paſt Child bearing, as he did the 
procreation' of it in the. ordinary way of 
Nature. Had Abraham been able to de- 
mon/trate that God. wou'd:raiſe+ his Son, 
and to conceive exactly the manner how 
this was, to, be. brought to paſs, then in- 
deed it were no Faith but Knowledge; bur 
inſtead of 'this he had'foly the promile - 
of God: for-it; and knew no'more how 


Gad 


____—_ 
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God wou'd raiſe him;Mhan he knew how 
he made the World. 

After this'he lays ® & ſeveral Obſer- P. 133] 
vations to- prove there” ean be no: ſuck 
thing as Faith, (1.e.) an "affent — 
from Knowledge. +. »- 
: x. Tf Faith were not'a Perfiwaſion reſul: 
ting from” a comprehenſion of the thing be 
lievd, there could be no'degrees- in it. ' 1 
anſwer this. is falſe like all the reſt; for 

h 1 =_ nothing more of a thing 

t it's Exiſtence, and the Relation ir 
hath to*me, and therefore” am far. from 
compreheniing it ; Yet my afſent to the 
trurh of- it, hall vary' in degrees either 
according to the Proofs'l have for it, or 


according as 1 weigh and confider then. 
| 3 CT 


2. The Subje& of Faith muſt' be in 
gible to all, Joe the belief thereof is 
manded under no leſs a penalty than Dat 
ation. Who doubts it ? let him if he can 

produce one propoſition we believe which 
1s nor intelligible. But becauſe we'don't 
fully comprehend the thing { 


*P. 134; 


poke ok are' 
we therefore wholly ignorantof any thin 

relating to it, and-muſt we reject ir all 
as Fallacy. and Impoſture? *If:it be” {aid; 
He that believeth not ſhall.:be damit d, 
m=_y 16. x6, then what will become" of 


him 


_ -— OO eo—_— —— WS - - Of IAG Soo 0 woe ihe _ 
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him that takes 48 this -pains. to--ſhew 
there is no T ing as'Faith:? ,Eſpeci- 
ally ſince the there+-mean't is ſome- 
thing plainly diſtin from Knowledge. 
For ſuxe he doth not think 'the mea+ 
ning of that Text is this, Ze that hath 
wot as full and comprehenfive a knowledge 
of God and the things reveal'd, as he 
hath of any thing. in Nature, ſhall be 


Dams'd, which is all his notion/of Faith: 


3 & ona 


3. If any part of Scripture were wneute!-. 
ligible it could never be rightly teah/latga. 
A very wiſe Obſervation, «-who-ever que- 
ſtion'd-it 2 But as I have ſhewn there is 
a great deal of difference between wnder- . 
ſtanding the meaning of the words, and, 
_ comprehenſive knowledge of the thing 
intended by them. AST underſtand very 
well the meaning of theſe words, When 
Chriſt appears we. ſhall be like him, thouga 
I am wholly ignorant wherein this like- 
neſs will conſiſt; ſo that I can however 
tranſhte the ſenſe of that Propoſition ex- 
atly and perfely. And therefore "tis 


ſuch Wretches as He who afiirm the contra- 


ry, that plentifully furniſÞ the Atheiſtical 
and Prophane, with all the marter of their 
objetions againſt Scripture. But 1 hope.in 


time 
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time God will put it iffthe hearts of -our 
Governours to remedy "* diſorders. 


4. Except Faith fignifies an inteligible'P. 136; 


Perſwafion, we cannot give others a reaſon 


of our Hope. Tis very 0 is an [u- 


teligible Perſwafton, and graded upon 
the trifte/t Reaſon. But he with a hardy 
confidence openly pretends, - that we de- 


ny people are to examine and under- 
nd their Faith; and ſo runs into a com- 
Y 


| aſon and Modeſty, and there- 
[ have no. more to do here but deli- 
ver him up into the hands of our Gover- 
nours, We" may confute his Errors; but 
"tis They only can ſuppreſs his I I 
We only can endeavour to heal thoſewho 
are already feed, "tis They alonewar 
= the Infeition from ſpreading fats 
tner, E 


Y That either the Apoſtles cond not P.#1 37, 


write more intelligibly of the reputed Myſte- 
ries, or they would not. "1 anſwer that 
all that we are able to underſtand of theſe 
Real Myſteries they have made fo plain, 
that they could nor, neither» need they 
have made them more plain-andintelli- 
=! MT '_ _ goa, 


— 


. .v w-+ wo GA oor to © 
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gible: 'As for" 'th&*pther» pitt: of them, 
they knew as" lire of itas we 'doz-1and) 
therefore we dont Ri! at them as he 
doth at all the Clergy, ; as'it they Hadtin- 
oa conceal'd any thing from us 
which th knew themſelves. - wo? 
He g "Tis afferm'd that God hath 
a right to require the” aſſent of his Creatures: 
to what they' can't comprehend. Yes he'has, 
and accordingly dorh (require it. And: 
again I fay 'tis Blaſphemy to affirm We 
this he is guilty of ſuch a 7yrany 
becomes the Devil: He requires ours 
ſent to the Eternal generatinr of 2 3 
the Trinity of Perſons, and Divinity of Ch 
the Reſurrection of our Bodres, and change 
of them intothe likeneſs of Chrift, ce; though 
ka 't-comprehend them.” And yer he' 
from aQing like"a*Zyrant in this] 
cafe ads like a mercifal "God, anda 
tender Father.” For he herein'condefcends 
to our capacities, and Reveals the met 
thods of our Salvation, and the future 
ſtate of Heaven'to us, after ſuch a man- 
ner as we are able to'underſtand them; 
and promiſeth 'that- if they have that in- 
fluence upon'us which he deſigns, (7 e.) 
to excite our Gratitude, and make us Yer- 
tuous and Holy; he wil at the refurreCi- 
zjon of our *bodies, -give us capacities - 
- co 


at laſt, but- not, till. , 
World. And; therefore doth, not. re: 
veat.them only;to puzzle Ur Hedr, but P. 138, 
for wiſe and excellent ends, 3. .to bring 
mankind to, ſalvation wr. cethods, ay 
arg conſiſtent with 4 7; {98 
nature. | 
From all, theſe. Obſerw, has he. 


s, ».T hat to. give our Alſent to tny, thing 
Reg F in PE Seuſs outs lt Rd 


26>. can ben, 0 Religion at all eithb Da. 

tural or reveal'd. 2. To the nature, of Ha: 

(4:6. becauſe no,Man can Slievg a | 

he:knows nothing, "of, - but, JS Quib 

bave, ſufficiengly 25.Dh nd; i. 

the. goodmeſs and, wiſd op LA, wh 
lb it 


"Jr a y 
eve, a 


be intimated before, .,7s ay, 

as the. Devil for Tequiring, US 

thing we can t comprehend. 
1;.God had jrequir'd; us.t9 give Wu af 

(ent to what we. koew noth 8, 

ze. would have. requir'd, ”"_ Bhs I 

he had requir'd,vs to; Da ent 4 


what. we had, rl Hae for, he 
pen have re gas aq Ws Unceaſea 
{4x but when he adapts;the; Revelation 


of 
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of things which we cannot apprehend to 
our Capacities, under the notions of things 
which we do" upuehend clearly and fally, 
it is the greateſt Argument | of his Wiſ- 
dom. And-when he requires no aſſent 
from us' ſufficient Argaments of 
Convi any confidering unpreju- 

rſans*.. Ic is 2 great inſtance of his 
Goodneſs, And theſe Revelations of things 


above our Reaſon to comprehend, as they 
are moſt they incitements ta, wg 


-as Faith diſtin 
. He > this will be ob- 
im. He is in the bs 


| 
ae how doth he cpfiatgir to ade 
it? Why, That Knowledge which'is the pre- 
ſent $6 inmedliate views if a thing is not 
Faith. Hefays well. But whart' is. 
Faith is Ki the underſtanding what is 
believd. He will ſtand'by it with Soul 


and Body that Faith is nothing elle. "_ 
the 


' there 1s no-{tuch as 


the he underſtanding whas i 15 | believ 4 ig-ne- 
ceſlary -1n-order to Faith-no -one deniss ; 
but any: Man of coma Senſe may fee 
that this and+the other defini 
ſame; for pray what\:s Was 
what is. beliew'd, but having 
medrate knowledge of ity un 

2 Man-can't _ a thigh 


forgot he- kr aſhi 
tures the:formal a& of Foithcas it i8:gir 


- And-now-have I- «cory 
Wrong, by by-chargiog wi 
inp -to deftroy the Faith- of. 
and to overthrow the-who 
ligjon. In the face of  Ctviſtian Govern: 
ment, .-and: in - Deffayce of all Lawsiand 
Power Eecteftaſtical and- Eivil 5 Herkells 
them plainly that Faith/is nothing more 
rhan underſtanding what is. believ'd:(z. e.) 
as Faith. diſtint 
from Knowledge; and: conſequently'-the 
Faith.of- Chriſtians is: Nothing: but /mpli- 
cite Aſlent and blind-Credw/ty, 1 as 
n 


And therefore _ apain | won'd'deli- 


ver him into thethands of the Magiſtrate, 
not mov'd/-by-any* heat of Paſſion, * but 


by ſuch s Zeulas'becomesevery: Chriſtian 
——_ Religion. \''ic 
-For ds a 7 oleration; but for 


we Thee 
= amt 


| prehend: rhe 

1248 ſpblie-of as fully as we do'a'Stod 

of @ Stone 5/) yet awe can never give-ol 
aſſent tothe: truth»of the Relation; "be- 
eaafe-that after all is donewe-nuſt take 
this: upon -the Word i of -another;/ 11Bur 
much more doth it make all the: Revelat#: 
ons of the Golpel uſeleſs, becauſe we have 
no'clear and-diſtin@:Idea's of them, and 
therefore mult orterly age —_—_ _ up- 

on this ſcore likewiſe; 

| But 


——_—_—— — hd. —_— 


©. Chriflidnty not Myſterious. | 


n45. 


- But in oppoſition/{to"all that cart be 
ſaid, this Pofrtive Man aſſerts here, -— 
he” hath been Aſertivyg from the 

ning of his Book, but gives no'reaſon' 
That- Revelation is only of bens as us, 
whilſt the Evidence of it's pe. ſwades 
ts." Then reply we, if ſo, you muſt be- 
 lieve all Relations true or falſe indifferent- 
ly, *when you underſtand the meaning of 


the-Words, ' and know the' nature” of the 
thing ſpoken of, Nay if two'contrary 


equally intelligible be related 
be mat bh them both, 


| And therefore” now hope he won't 
ralie'i it ill of *the-World, if they believe 
me when | inform them, that this Book 
which goes underhis name, wasthejoywt 
Endeavours of a' ſecret Club, \whoſet 
themſelves with a great deal of Induſtry 
to'deſtroy all Revea/'d Religion. And that 
they have made uſe of this Man as a 
Tool only, ' and | have puſh't him: baſs 
them, to'try with what fafety 'fuch Prin- 
ciples as theſe may be openly:avow'd in 
oppoſition to all that is eſtabliſh'c among 
vs; that. they might follow and openly 
maintain what they have been forging 1 in 
ſecret Cabals. 


L Now 


1 146 An Anſwer to a Book-Entita wakd ” 


-- Now this isa matter of Fat, and who- 
ſoever xeads-this-muſt believe it, becauſe 
they underſtand the meaning - of | the 
Wards, and--know the nature of every 
thing that.is ſpoke of in them; for. Faith 
is wothing ee but underſtanding what is bes 
liev'd, and if they underſtand what is 
ſpoke of, Sparſe OAT 
5 Majeſty of this knowledge. - 
therefore I hope he will never _ 
me in this or any thing elſe 1 __ 
him ; for.if he fays the 
ther the World-muſt believe us 
we relate two contrary Propoſitions or 
they muſt be. ſway'd one way or the 0- 
ther by his Aathozity or-Mine; and:whica 
ther they: believe him or me it will fuffi- 
ciently confute him, far-it will ſhew thae 
Authority may be a ground of Perſwaſion 
as-well'as a means of - Information. If 
they believe neither of -us, then it will 
appear they are not under ſuch a 'neceſ- 
ſity of bowing before the Light and Ma- 
xſty of that Evidence he contends for 4n 
all relations. 


The laſt ObjeRion | he raiſes againſt 
this Principle of his, is that Paſſage, x Pe. 


2. 12, Where there is this Expreſſiao, . 
Which 


td dh. 


Thich things the —m—_ defire to look into. 
Thd.chings {poken of here are the mc- 
thods of our Nr Oy £0 
of; zhe Son. of God, ang Vefcenr 
Ghoſt, and c1$ laid 30. loc 
are $0. 
them. Ang 1 think it,a naturalinference 
fxom hence, - that theſe , 010 [aler are. 


Myſtezies even . 50 them-in _ a ;great_ de- 
- Which we need not _ wonder 


at when they don't ſo much as know 


of - Jadgment. will be, and 
Sn oF leſs wonder they 


$ 10 Us. 


ſugha Epreſſ- 


LEE 


I Yom Li els did FTA 
things t dy. id to enquire into, 
ar no? if they did believe ag th we 


find Lis yery ble to believe 1 
that we can't pales 59 for if the 


Angels underſtood them fully when the: 
believ'd, why ſhou'd they delire to ſearc] 
into them 2 


-L 2 2. Whe- 


om” 
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2. Whether,now'theſe things are come 
to paſs, he will affert that we have as full 
and comprehenfive a knowledge of then” 
all as the Angels have. If we have not, 
then we" may believe 'ttimgs we do not 
comprehend/* If we have then: there is 
no difference between ours and the ſtate 
of the Bleſt in Heaven, at leaſt in reſpe&t 
of knowledge. Lt (2 ,.2 T2432 


The laſt 04je4jon he brings agait 
- own Principles'is 7 hat which is dra 

the confideration' of Miractes.- "Amid 
likewiſe is ſo ſtrong an objection 

him, that*the "very ſuppoſition” of one 
true Miracle w t in confirmation: of 
any point of Do&rine, quite overthrows' 
his whole Book. For 199 


- x.” The thing it ſelf is.1n a great degree 
Myſterious, and-therefore if be will allow 
theſe things related of our Saviour to'be 
true Miracles, he muſt allow? there are 
Myſteries in Chriſtianity. Buthe endea- 
vours to evade this by the ſame (Quibble 

he did the Dodctrines of the Goſpel being 

Myſterious, viz. be faying the miracu- 
lous ation muſt by ſomething in it ſelf 
Intelligible and Poſſible. Who denies it 2 

"6 but 


- on 


but it is however. 
to Jay open this Fallat 
gut uiſh the two things 


din every Miracle. And't, The Baxce 


thing perform'd we gras 
pL telli igible and Poſlible, ores t 
Contraditli 1 ” I + word for 
Lag or othi em*h 


vgs. it,'W TV is TOE 
* 1 


lies out of the reach oF-all our 
es , As to inſtance iortiar Miracle 
VIC » thay ad P eo- 
Jer nd ve- 
rea bal ber 
whar 


loy 
wr ny Ft - Chat Ns 
ritt or tus pter, o us 2 
wrong notion of a Miracle, vize That'it 
Is AY ing more. than the dextrous ma- 
L 3 nagement 


P, 150, 


RE ks and not an! 

imme late mig ty God ; 

Cefors | in a tho he te ls us That Mi 
Ing, to the laths 


nt expre of of fil s, Tha 
he tell haw a fg was wr 
lzeves be. ; Bagh t do as much W4 me 
there 1s othung more in it- chan na< 
mical 100, and if he. j ere "Bt a. 
pher eno yy Miraclc 
of then, all, 


Gi 0 
bee Uifying x ing, | 
| Eno, &c, the mini 
only of Thuands But of Million tt kr 
wou' 
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x nature. . ba 


Aod fo hens for. Fire..not to-burn, 


is contrary .,40. nature, - Indeed if there 
were n more 1n it than what this 
Man 4 that-it is done by repeling | 

the Heat, and keeping off the png, 

P. 135- -jt might, be according tothe Laws.0 

ture," and. there are any. tf 
by an inſinpagegns app plication-: Ig! 
Kinguiſh, che Fire. . But -to. hindep.; 
from burning. while 1 it. remains IC þ 90 ” 
combuſtible matter actually ain ir;\ths;i 
contrary to the laws of BariKG-! 


76. Þ 6 pre 
obe. direttly oppolite., - Wi he 
e ſame, . 4 Miracles are ' according. t6; 


hn Rus, Ys they (tonehe the 


af it. : 
liracle our . Saviour W 


Es in into; Vine. 
| is acco Opt the the net 


7th of eek Vt dri th 
nod ray by application OE c 


EC — — — 
: | — ' 7 , : ' - | 
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things i in-nature which-conld forward iti: 
but'to 'turn/:i"Warer , y* -into 
Wine; without any" 'ofthele'merhods, 
was to produce. it after x manner” wholly 
different from all the laws of nature. 


\Ypoin his Diinciples noe: ha En i 
from »thbonaurs of the'rhimg} of a P. 97 
"he * 


guiſhing_berween the Delaſio 
Devil,” :thoſe' celebrated Feats of GobHius, 
and Witches, he freaks 


po 10 we Conjurers thi 

of; hich are wrought bythe 
Finger of God:: For without'doubt: the 
Devil is \z great Phzloſpher, and can ma- 
GE ſecond" Cauſes, ſqavta produce: Ef- 


felt according) to. IP; IV Se. 
won ag 


power which'is 
work any real cofithary 7 to nee 
bove i * Pk == 2-1 
mens Oo as to make them t 
that Reakywhich is only: an: Appearance; 
4t is hi "hg did to:minhick that mioks 
: - Borat Rod } _ 
or tia t a $t; A! 
Cenverſog (rags eted ty CN - 
antmerity, oe} 25.:tis;10T 
their - Wiles < andriFuplingio Far - weiflfand 
WHEn, _ andeavour'd toumiatc wy. © 


_ —R.”” RY * C5 Wo Wy... 


a Serpent} 


1n ithe inftivtancous orodudtion of any 
real thing \with»i.Zife, .thiere: the [Divel 
faifd' them; and\'they were Hriohd _ 
it was the Finger of God.: 


SarÞo & 


And thus we ſce vlainly, Figs this Man 
ſtrikes" at''the foundation bf [all Reven/'d' 
.. Religion, by widerininingoneofithe mai | 
_ Palars on which the Fat it 
1s founded. : You ſee his-drift-allalok 
every thing. he fays, is tor taeda! 
Operations above the Laws ob \ Mature; aad 
all Do&rives above the react bf Reajfor; 


I ET 
wently refolv'&agto /afide/ity,vand Fife 
quay dig ji He 


nat any” one 
o -— 4 re; Y, « 3 ” 
wa Ss : hope atdeaft that 
$ Pare. : — s 
TY ' they 
: 5 . 


#2. -." Bux Secomily, Ardinttha being 
a'great degree My ſterious1s anunantwe; 
objettion- againſt him;/10:clicy are 
altogether aſetelo"and © upon 
his Principles. "He owns ors 
wor work —— But for ſome end, 
and this _. bwhs'is Jus the.eofrmation 
. of ſome Divine Doltrine:© Burt why for this 
confirmation! of '# Dodrine? for be hath 
hated over; "thatit 5 only the 


Evidence 


Evidence or immediate _ 
Dovtrine it ſelf ca 

PFatth is nothing more 2 
is Belie#/d, &c. And fav obey 
for the confirmation of any. 


vi ent .to 0g ns fg 6 


Four ; bnh P ren 


Art WF L 


get | ab jp66 "2 of 6b | 
» 4 we . | | noulewt - 
Lv ol TR Sq Wo . 
by * 


T; "ha it ly 6. ” 6 br 
_—_ OY (RAR Of PWR 
ery by another. 1 and 


2 xa = rl ode erious, tor @ ſom . > 
ast6 th "le; { RAP] =7F9 | | 


#6f1 


Tv'eor 
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| not {o; and therefore! Mira 


vr Sz EE 


+: "But Sidanerer will rel you; 
the Deddrines- themſelves arc very th 
ablein.all reſpects, but Miracles are whol- 
iy oblcurgues tothe manner ot them; And. 
 farne bevath Oxo,! that thel 


ay Tg s eS 
Se carte fo 6 choogh e Dor nes 


are plain, yet that they © Mrs God is 
were 0 


DEED: 14ns, 
Clergy of all Ages, and: wat: 


a 4 
SDS 


q 
: 
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vity it ay making ira it.is now profeſt 
only-a Heat e Mini- 
re it in-all <I_ 
Pagan Prieſts. 

By the Title of this 


ſome Ceremonies were intro- 
and\fome- DoiZrines abusd to:Su- 
" The diſpute all along was a- 


eries, and now it is turn'd to 


riages 
in, and that the Chriſtian Religion was 
Pupech and abus'd by,-many. in the 
Primitive:gimes to Superſgition is without 
all doubt t is ſo now, and is like to be 
ſo-to't of the World, for zt muſt 
needs ber that Offences come. But what is 
allthis. to thoſe who are got. \guilcy of 
theſe things? Suppole eyery. thing) in this 
Chapter true, what is allthis to. us? who 
in the Celebration. of Baptiſm and-the 


Supper, 


Supper, have rejected all  thele numerays 
monies which, 

| Mt 

As for thoſe Ceremonies retaind by bs, 
icis time| enopgh to:defend them! when 
he fays __— — and; 
proyes,/ © | of God 


ad Celebration he the » RO My 
perform'd joithaut any | Cerenponies. 

That thaſt which we Tag 6 
lavful. 12g 


All he wou'd be 


Whize Geinenr in;cheir | | 
they had certain Zimes and —_ 
i Perſons, and Adions, appropriated to 
the ' Worſhip of their Idols; therefore 
'tis unlawful to have any thing of this 
nn inthe Worttip of tho je Goda 
Ih 3 
The Heathens usd Waſhings, Er = 
Baptiſm is1anlawful. The Heathens uſed 
Eating and\ Drinking in honour of their: 
Gods, Ergo, the Rain wb and Drinking in 
remembrance- of  Chrilt is Superſtitious.- 
And thus by. a dire and-immediate con- 


ſequence 


T5 + £2 a þ I». a, rm —_ w — Yowry 


i YO IT IT oY Muy oe LL SY We 


ſequence. he deſtroys che Dodrine of the 
Sacraments; | Let him -i&\he-can, - ſhew. 
what elſe can poflibly be.ipferred-from all. 
tis ridiculous pt Jas 


"What he! "ep inſinuate here concere- 
Sqcraments, is,. that:by'a multi- 
.of, Ceremonies, we qbſcure-the na- 
ture of theta, we,make them Hy/erious, 
and do not:Celebrate: them with that Gim- 
plicity they» were at firſt inſtituted. But 
let him in;his: cjext Book. ſhew, what it 
is «that -we-rknow .our-{clves concerning 
ws." <guS Jp——__—_——— from 
the.People. In ſhort, .let-him make-out 
that. be hath etyother fn in this whole 
fn ;than: to ſhew; that there.is no 

d 


between C and | 
— 2 CON Hee 


+All this is by. way of ty to 
People: who :do not know when a Man 
pv hats. ogg Ceremonies are \not 


do they make'a thing My- 
Frans 'c. "Thoſe things which we call My- 


{teries, -are-the _ and Attributes of 
God 3) the Eternal Generation.and Jncarua- 
ton of the: $ony;and Proceſſion of the Holy 
Ghaſt ; The Union of the:Divine and His 
man : Natures i in Chriſt ;' the Reſurreition of 


our 


po & 0.0 ea ———— I" "OE 
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P. 120. 


oiir Bodies ; the Operations and: Tuflidutes 
of the Holy Spirit of God upon ours 
the Trinity of Perſons in the Godhead 
the Glory and Felicity of | the | Saints "iti 
Heaven ; The Solemnity of «the laſt Judg- 
ment, &c. Theſe are the 'Myſtetious Do- 
Qrines of our Religion: *Let*him- ſhew 
vs When, Why," and by . Whom theſe reps- 
t24 Myſteries, as he calls them, - were 
brought -into' {For'we affirm 
chat they werebroughit into Chriſtianity 
by Chriſt himſelf ; who aloge'was able to 
reveal them. That they. came'in at the 
firſt publication of the Goſpelywandwith 
deſign to make” us - wiſe- awto Salvation ;; 
and' therefore we own our ſelves ſo fond 
of them, that we'will hazard any "oi 
rt and "all - ragher than- PRET-.00i 


| 


_ And thus have gone throughthis Book, 
and anſivered every thing that look'd hke 
Reaſoning in it. If he will me where 
F have' overlook'd any thi t' hath 
the appearance of an Argument ; or 
where my Anſwer tails, I will promiſe him 
not to let it pals. And if any are _ 
ded with my manner of treating\him,. I 
doubt not.but they will be iatisfied if: they 
ood conſider what St. Paul faid'to oo 
rac 


TaaOogdofSSoONnuEFrtz 


a 
4. 


SS 
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" Chrifttatity- not ir MyſteMiths: | __ 


the Sorcerer upon alike occaſion}” 0 full 48s rg. 


of all Subtilty and all Miſebief*rhou Child **: 
of the Devil. thou Enemy of all Righteouſ- 
neſs, wilt thou not ceaſe to go + the right 
ways of the Lord ? \ 


In the n&xt Book he eat of; he tas 
two things to perform. 


1. To ſhew thatwe are not oblig' by 
Scripture, to_believe that" there is any 
thing, in any point of the Chriſtian Faith; 
which” we do not\comprehend as fully 
and 


perfectly, as we do the common Ob- 
jeAs'of this World, * 


2. To diſbover to all he World thoſe 
ſecrets in Religion Which the ( 
have induſirisufly conceald from the 
ity, under the notion of Myſteries, ind 

make them ſo plain that” they ſhall ceaſe 
fo be ſich ; fo that every one of thent 
ſhall be as- wiſe as ere a Prieſt of "us all; 
And indeed, he is much toblame that de-' 
fers it alFthis while ; He that pretends fo 
much'Zeal and Concern for the gar, | 
ſhou'd not'let them remain fo long in ls ia! 
norance, to be thus miſerably*impos'd 
upon, by the craft and cunning of their 


eſts. 
oe M What 
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What ſtrange unheard of Defign this Man 
has in that y oe Book, which is now 
a forging, is hard to tell,” For by it-he is 
to inform the World of things they:never 
heard or thought of ; He is to. reveal to us 
more than ever Jeſus Chriſt hath done ; 
and what/never yet cou'd' enter into. the 
Heart of Man to think, or into his ima- 
gination to frame any true and proper no- 
tion of. ' If the Wopld: had any. opinion 
of his Abilities to perform what he pre- 
tends with this hardy Confidence, we {hou'd 
all of us expec& this wonderful Book with 
much impatience. - Certainly, by all theſe 
promiſes of ſo much New: Light to-the 
World, * which hath liv'd in Darkneſs fo 
many hundred Years, we-can't gueſs. he 
deſigns. ro-be. no more than Head of-an 
ordinary, Set, but-to be as, famous an 
lnpoſtor as Mahomet. He hath laid a fair 
foundation for it, for he aver's poſitively, 
in one place, That if he knew the way how, 
a Miracle. was wrought, he -wou'd. work it 
himſelf. And'again, he openlydays, That 
nothing related. in the Goſpel is Myſterious, 
either as.to, the Manner, or Subſtance: of the 
thing, and therefore 'tis,not unlikely that, 
we-ſhall have this Man ſhortly, confirming, 
tus. DoQtrines with Miracles. 


For 
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Chriflidmlay not Myſlatigss. 


- For my part," can't imagine how he 
will go about what he hath undertaken ; 
however, thus much I dare venture to pros 
miſe him, that. whenever ay thing. is 
built upon that Rotten Foundation which. 
is-here laid, by the Grace.uof. God I will 
pull it down. 

When rhis:-Book of his'-comes out 
( which after all-will tell us no- more 
eona&rning theſe Myſteries, than what 
we have heard an handred times aver ; but 
by what he protniſes muſt take place of 
the Bib/e it felf, which gives;us-no ſuch 
clear and diſtin Idea's of- the-things.of 
another World. ) Then» we ſhall give a 


better gueſs at the deſign of the; Mgno. In p. 150; 


the mean time, | ſhall only ſay-2 little 
more-concerning theyretended, and the 
Real Drift of this Book. And, ++ 


x: The, Pretended Drift: of-it-is, Zo 


free: the Chriſtian Religion from that Darks 


neſs and Qbſcurity, in which it is involv/d 
by the Contrivance of its Preachers, only 
to gain" Reputation to their Perſons 

Profeſſion; and to make it ſuch a Religion 
as God: defign'd it, (1. e. ) a Religion for 
Men. But how doth he go about this ? 
By ſcraps of 'Metaphyfical Abſtraftions, 
which weretolcrable _ he found ow 
#1 4 ut 
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Religion, - and induſtrio 


but ſpoilt'inthe Application: By talking 
of Adequate} Inadequate, 'and Intermediate 
tlea's ; "by the Nominaliand Real Eſſence 
of things; by frivolous diftin&ions between 
the Means of - Information;' and grounds of 
Perſwafron+; and -by Jitele Niceties concern: 
ing the degrees of. Ferſpicuty in Divine 
and Human Revelations, &c. This is 'the 
method 'this grand:Reformer takes, to 
reſtore Chtiſtianity Wits Native Simpli- 
city, and make -1t a-Religion- for all Peo- 


ple. Whereas it 1s not One of ten Thous © 


ſand thar” knows the qneaning of any + of 
theſe: Words and Phraſes, by which»he 
Aarkens what is in it ſelf Plain and Obui- 
oxs, ard renders every thing in Religion 
a Myſtery'to them. , And.:yet: this is the 
very. Man that talkg4o much againſt the 
new Converted Philoſophers, - for confouns 
ding their Philoſophy and Divinity toge- 
ther, and by that means, rendering every 
thing abſtruſe by Zerms. -- And.who. rails 
ar-our Clergy'tor _—y every thiog\in 

ulty cancealing it 
from rhe:People. | TIRE 


2. As'to the ReM. Defign of this Man, 
cis plainiit 1s no other than. what he: for- 
merly declar'd,. and. what he openly af+ 
tes, viz; to be the Head of a Set, and 

| ſet 
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. little ſhew ot - Bearning, * by hard Words, 


ſet up-for a Penney: . For beſides. many 

General Expreſſions, be hath feveral very 

particular onesto' this purpdfe;;as where 

be ſays, That the wery nature! and uſe of P. 165. 

the Sacraments are abſolutely pernegted and 

deſtrayd, and are nat yet-fally -7e/tor d by 

the pureſt 'Reformations in Chriſtendom: Ard 

that-Expreflion'in,the cloſe:of, his Book. 

Becauſe' ſeveral, turn'd Libertines \and_ 4x | 

theiſts, when Prieſſeraft was laid»fo open 

atthe Reformation ;- were-Luther,. Calyin, 

of: Zwinglus to be blam 4 for it 2 «Which 

ſpoke by 1way of Detence of thag 

grear Reformation he intends; whatever 

che-ill Conſequences of i are." ge 
Now the Methed he hath taken to ". 

fe this grand' Deſign of his,-1s firſt to 

Amuſe the gemeraling of People with a 


and ſeveral impertinent (zorations to get 
a. Reputation among them: | 

His next Buſineſs was, to infinuate into 
the Minds of -Pcople a dikeſtgem of..the 
Religion they now profeſs, and make them 
believe tit Chriſtianity, as 1t is now re- 
ceiv'd, is-no better than Heatheniſm ; $2. 3 
which: he doth. bf aring, them inſe- © 
veral inſtances, and tells us plainly, Ye | 
bath" faid | enqugh .to.\ſhew how: the 'Divine 
bis .of - Chriſtianity, through the P. 163. 
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P. 147. 


P. 167. 


Preface. 
P. 2, 


Craft and Ambition of Prieſts and Piloſo- 
phers, did degtherate into meer Paganiſm. 
He calls our Principles narrow bigoted Te- 
wets. And in ſhort, ſays, they are a My- 
ftery of Fniquity. He calls the preſent The- 
ology, the Gibberiſh of our Divinity Schools, 
and the Zarguage of the Beaft, He wow'd 
have »o Ceremonies, no Times, Places or 
Particalzr Afions for © the Worſhip of 
God, &c. "IR Vina 
And notwithſtanding all rheſe virulent 
Expreſſions, and many more through his 
whole Book, againſt the Religion'profelt 
and eftabliſh'r among us; He ſays, That 
ſuch is the deplorable condition of our Age, 
that a Man dares not vent and direttly 
own what he thinks of Divine Matters, if 
it but very ſlightly Aiffer from what 'is re- 
cery'd by any Party; or that is eftabliſh't 
by Law. And therefore, He that hath'o- 
penly ſaid ſo much already, what is it he 
wou'd not ſay, were it not for the Laws 2 
Undoubtedly he hath a great deal more 
to ſay, whenever this new SECT of his 
becomes fo numerous, that theyMall out- 
brave the Laws, and labour for a Publick 
Reformation of all the MyfteriousDodtrines 
of the Goſpel. | 
Had this Man made qny of the'Myfte- 
ries of our Religion more clear and} mreb 
"R 47 | ligible 


Clniftianary nor Myſlghs: Tt 


ligible than they were before, He had done 
worthily ; and;might have hopd for a 
Reward from God, and E/teemirom Men; 
And the Miniſters of the Goſpel wou'd 
have been fo far from reſenting it, that 
they wou'd have thank'd him for it, and 
not faifd to have acquainted their People 
with-it. But by this Scarrifous L7bel u 
mm all theſes Dodrines which are. t 
ground and foundation of Chriſtianity ; 
and by Railing at all the Teachers and 
Profeflors of it for ſixteen hundred Years, 
as if. they had all been Fools, and Anaves, 
and/Bigors at the beſt, till He appear'd in 
the World ; He is juſtly ftcome odious and 
deteſtable by all Men, who have any con- 
cern left for the Chriſtian Religion. 

'Tis true, he hathy ſe: his Forehead like 
a Flint, and is prepard with Ob/tznacy and 
Reſolution againſteall rhat can be faid or 


done againſt him, For God Knows he 10 P. 172: 
" As 24« 


more values this ridiculous Nick-name of a 
Heretick, than Paul did before him. But 
fure therg.is 4 great deal of difference be- 

St. Pail's being calld a FHeretick 


and ſaying the manner of it is Myſterious. 5+ 
a Man's Contradifting him, and 
ſaying, the. manner of #t is not Myſterious ; 
nd\ by his Principles, undermining the 

7” 8.2 . founda- 


ching the Reſurredtzon of the Dead, i Cor. 15; 


p 
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foundation of all Reycald and Natural Re- 
ligion. __.. —— 

. Another.way of efleqting what he de- 
figns, 1s by loading the Clergy in general 
with Reproaches, and charging them with 
moſt deteſtible Fraxds to ſerve the vileſt 
ends. - He declares himſelf in. his Preface, 
An open implacable Enemy to all Clergy- 
men, who make a meer Trade of Religion, 
and build an unjuſt, Authority upon the Con- : 
ſciences of the Laity (1. e..). to all Clergy- 
men whoare not of his Opinion, be 45a 
profeſt Adverſary ; and He hopes, every 
good and wiſe Man will be the ſame. Nay, 
the whole Race and. Order, he calls an-T; 

P. 166. ſurpation on Mankind, and a Diabolical-aud 
Preface. Antichriſtian Tyranny ; and lays, That:by 
P. 22. the aſliſtance of My ries we firſt eretted 
our ſelves into a diſtin Order, -- and.ane 
ſeparate Body; as it there were-no ſuch 

Order inſtituted and appointed by. our 

Bleſſed Saviour. And to make us ſure that 
Preface to this is his Qpinion, He ſays plaiply,... He 
the Lath's ſees no reaſon why all Men indifferently, 
Re#3102. fhoud not , as lawfully teach, \ y are 
bound to prattice their Religion. And again; 
why Women, might not enjoy the Priviledge 
of inſtrutting others, in the Religious Ditttes 
tbey arg bound to pradtice themſelves, He 
wapti [til] to be inform d.... That they me 
| tcac 


Chriſtianity mot Myſtevitis. 


reach their Children and Servants in pri- 
vate, all the World allows 3” So that his 
meaning 15, thatthey may* Preach in Pub- 
lick as well as' Men, - though this'be cor- 
trary. to 'the expreſs words of Scripture.. 

He infinvates every where” that-our 
Profeſſion "is but' a Craft; \'and 'calls'it a 
Trade ; and :our Religious 'Myſteries ' a 
Contrivance only to bring ar Gaiwand Credit: 224Y 
As if we hadino! ſenſeratall 'of Religion; * '* 
and- that :a 4ittle rain Glory and Profic 
were all ouram. 4 

; Helevels the: whole Gaokenainly at:the 
Clergy, and: doth all he:can to render'us 
odious in the:light of i People: And 
bs: | a7 aro he al-along 
makes the'C/ergy an two! oppofire 
Parties} and pe 7 raiſe in them 
falouſies:and foſpicions of our gulling and 
abufing/1themz+in order to. prejudice 'and 
incenſe then againſt us.'* And/' that his 
gy as rnb paſs upon. them the'ber- 
ter, he paints us out under the' notion of 
Heathen 5; he: draws their Pilture, 
and: no the Laityto miſtake it 
for ours ;. uring every where, to 
make all People ot his Faith, who thinks 
that. Priefts of \al Religions are the ſame. + 
| What /this:Man advances/ here, is-but 
2 Branch of that bitter Root of Socins —_— m, 
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which hath opened a Door for introducing 
and reviving many of thoſe Herefees , 
which have formerly infeſted the Church, 
and troubled the Faith of Chriſtians. 
Theſe Men difter among themſelves, and 
there is as great variety of them as there 
were of the riavs formerly ; yen they all 
agree. in Deſtroying Reveald Religion 
and theeſtabliſht Dorine ofthat Church, 
of whichthey ye therhſelves Memt- 
bers. . Thus theſe; Permin: engendred an 
the Body of it, at'the fame: 'tune they 
ftrike at one another, do- all equally con- 
tribute to devour the whole, from whence 
they firſt deriv'ditheir life and being, 

T hope | need not here enter into a De+ 
fence of our Ordet, br make any long 4- 
polegy for the Maniſters of the. Goſpel. 
This one Book of his, 1s a fufftcient.Proof 
of the Necefity and Z/ſefulnefs of the Cler- 
gy ; for had it not-been for us, {ach ridi- 
culous Sophiſins as theſe might have pp d 
with the People: for ſound: Reaſons 
it were:not {or them, who Ken 
to confute the Arguments preten« 
ders to: Reaſox, to lay open their Fakacies, 
and detndh thein Yidlnoas | "> 
won'd:not, ina little time, be ſ0;much:as 
#:\Face of Religion atnong;1ris. | And. if the 


bn ware not-too dangerous,. _- 
t 


the conſequences of 1 it neverto — —— 
there cou'd' not be-a greater. demonſtrati- 
on of the Neceſſity and: Ryſfulnes of the 
Clergy, than yer. unive nagoek 
their endeavours only for a very ſhort 
ſpace, | for then all n. would dope 
nerate”intb Barbarity and Heatheniſn. 
Af we -are- guilty  of-all thele YVillanies 
with which this\Man- brands'vs, there is 
no puniſhment” eithet4dithis' World, or 
the next" t00”bad for us.'\, Buc if we are 
not, and that this Man doth not makeout 
what he ſo poſitively aſſerts, chen what 
will he deſerve 2.'We appeal to any Faxcr 
that is. able to take acvaltitit.of the mat- 
ter; And if the ief all Laws Ec- 
clefiaticil and-Eivil hould-onee be fo re- 
lax'r, that'e 0 openly vear 
what they pleaſe againſt the Chriſtian Relt- 
gion, and it's Teachers, without reſtraint 
(which | God- forbid) than we mult leave 
it to him todefend his own Cauſe. 

>The Worldis at thistime ſodiſpos'dfor 
the reception/-of all Diſcourſes that ſeem 


to' fer 1 and Evidence in oppoſiti- 
onto the Reveal d and M; ws Dottrines 
of Chi , that nothing leſs than . cn 


—- o Authority, --can ſtop this 
of infidelity and P re arab haneſs haref which 
chreatenstq.overwhelm —_ 


oy Clriſtianity not. Myſtoriaus. +. ann. 


n——_— at. as 
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Pref. 


How far Men in Power,” according to 
to their ſeveral-ſtarions,--are oblig'd to-in- 
termeddle © in point of Corſcrehce, | ſhalb 
not now -exq«zre. But ſure | am inpoint 
of Policy, it is become no-lefs than-neceſ- 
fary. Forthewriters of this'Strain have! 
given broad' Hints, that they'areas little: 
Friends, to our Government;as our-Relige- 
ov9. This Man-can fay, \Zhit Magiſtrates 
are made ' for "thi People, and: aſtey ONE: 
knows, what Dofirinies of Rebellion Meth: 
are won't to infinuate by 'this:fayivg.- And 
apain he ſays. That God alone, and. ſurhvas 
are inſpir'd by him car. preſeribe Tnjundtions 
relating to the"Witaydd to come whilſt: Human 
Powers regulat# the Aﬀairs of | this. By: 
which 'tis plain: his: meaning} 1s; that they! 
have nothing to do, to meddle 'any way 
in the Afﬀairs -of :Religion.-'\/Now what 
would this man have ſaid, vt he-durſt have 
fpoke as plainly of Government: She hath 
done of Religion? © - + 
' Whoſoever obſerves theſe Men' s way of 
writing as to this \one pointz®will be cone 
vinc'd they -deferve to -be\&8kd too'; 


Their Numbers: grow-  Formiddb/e, They) 
begin to ſpeak/.out- their | fidelity and, 
Prophanenefs, 2s.plain as ſome of.them-do 
Treaſon ; they” are ſecretly. forming" them- 
ſelves into Clabs and . Catalls,7and. = 
| TRELC 


_— ls. Md dl. IR — —___—— 
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his Emiſſaries into all\parts, which a are 
ſupported by Contributions :5And 4 make 
little doubt, but”that -their- deſign is-at 
length to ſhew us, That-all Dominion | as 
well as —__ is founded cr———_ " 


ta _— th —_——— 


POSTSCRIPT. 


Have defignedly jefthe Conſideration! 

 -of thoſe Paſſages he-cites out'of the: 
Fathers, to the bY to be conſider'd by 
thetnſeves; becauſe many Perſons whowi 
read the rationat part, for trou- 
bling themſelves with the Examination of 
theſe. - Andiindeed, becauſe:I defign'd to 
dwell much longer: upon them, than 
find the length of _ Letter already wilt 
permit. 

- The very [Quoting of the Fathers, is a 
a of| himſelf; for if there be 
no other-ground of Perſwaſion but Ev3- 
dence, .w the Authority of the Fa- 
thers ſip 
one: way.or the other 2: and: indeed; of 


Scripture-it/felf > All Quotations Divine or 


Human are uſeleſs and i 
his-Principles. - For what he 
{wade by them is evident in it f 


t upon 
'd per- 
"Or 1t 1s 
not. 


zencline Mens Aſlent either 
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not. - If it be evident, we ſhall « ectceinhp 
believe it; let who will fay ir ;\ bu if the 
truth of it be-not;evident:ſrom the nature 
of the thing it ſelf,” all the Pompous Cita» 
tions inthe World fignifie nothing. 
He was ſenſible of this, and that is the 
true- reaſon-why he gives the- Father s;as 
foul- language, as-he doth. the- modern 
Clergy ; not. «that the fame 
Objection holds-againſt the Bible it ſelf. - 
For af the; Auztiority of. God) be nor a 
ground of PerfwaGon, than a Text out of 
the Bible will bd of as little force, as-a 
Quotation -oug.of- any fabulous Heathen 
Author, to. a our Aſlent to any 


:He- ray wth "lem after the moſt 
ſcornful manner he could contrive, - and 
ſays, that the-mentioning of Schercheous 
puts him in mind of the Judgment of 
the: Printitivve - Church: And \in- another 


place: be hath this 'Expre 
of-: ridicule;. The: Fathers, wrvargn” lr 


Fathers! their: Opinions: hewaalls- ibyn. 
fees]. Andi their Works: AER Las 
byrinths; And calls the juſt' Eſteem 
we have for them, A Blind Veneration for 
thofe-who-liv' dr before:us. He never men» 
tions ithogn withoutthe' greateſt: contewpr; 
DR He ' i51nat»t0-be put out of conn 
tenance 


" Chriftianity mat - A 


tenance by Venerable names, hg Pompans 
Citations, that have no walge, but ſach. as - 
an ugly Ruſt-and Colour give:antient Coins. 

But this /amilitede In bnkgen bs 
way of derifion, doth very well 
the worth and uſefulneſs of: the F 
For as antient-Coins are naw of no. gre». 
ter intrinſiek. value than the bare weight: 
of the Metal they are made of;, yet they: 
are of excellent uſe —__ us xp 
the times and: cuſtoms! *Anciguity, .aad 
upon-that ſcore: are of vallly. greater: var 
lue than any modern Ovis. So it 
with the Fathers; they they - Men, ; ad 
wrote like. ſugh;- and we: ſhould, 
grant. thatdame oh theiraworks, arenor 
in themſelves; more excellent than, whas 
hath; been wricten-in after Ages; yet theſe 
Writings of theirs, are much, more toiba 
valu'd, becauſe they. liv'd,nearer. the-times 
of Chriſt and-his Apoſtles, and-therefore, 
had greater. advantages; of- coming to. 
gar k 06-4. gre all things, relatiog; 

than it is-poſlible for any 

cfhev t ye, Not, but. that — 
oft them ſeem to have wrote. by. a-more. 
peculiar influence of the Spirit. 

And therefore this Many arrogant treat- 
ment; of the Fathers, puts me. in mind 
of-that paſlage. of: the :grerant: Childrens 


reviling 


—_-_— o_— 
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reviling the Prophet, and calling hini' Bald- 
' pate; who ſaw nothing of him beyond 
thoſe conimon infirmities that are incident 
to Human Nature, and did not diſcern any 
thing of the Divine Spirit that was in him, 
We do not blindly' and implicitely 
acquieſce in any thing. they ſay, but we 
have ajuſt Veneration for"them, and de- 
ference to their Authority; And if he 
could' have profueed any "thing: from 
them which had*mace- againſt us; we 
would have owtrd he had gain'd a great 
point. Bur all the Citations he pro- 
duces, are to prove that the things 
reveal d unde «Goſpel, were call'd 
Myſteries under 'the Law; 'artd That the 
Vail is taken away; both which - we al- 
low. Let him bring one Text out of the 
Bible, or one Quotation out of the Fa- 
thers, to prove that the Vailis taken away 
in the ſenſe? that we deny, (z.'e.) in 
reſped&t of the true Nature, and veal Pro- 
perties of thoſe things whighiwe call My- 
ſteries. For that it 'is way as to 
the-Exiſtence of thoſe t and as"to 
the Relation" they have to. us, as' to the 
intent and defign of them we'allow. ** 
"And this is a "ſufficient anſwer to all 
his Quotations, if he brought a thouſand 
more to the ſame purpoſe he -hath "4 
BI <4 £ L 
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ſuch” Horrid 
| & onrs "to be, with: 
And' his Inference is very natural viz. .Fh4f theſe 
—_ muſt needs be meer Runtbur, fincewf fincof obey were 
tre, they-would-not be wenn A Tf they were 
4, "muſt expett Heathen, 
who would be are yeh, hn ie Amdebearten: 
ke fays. N 3 Dicims 
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eleratifſn;, drcemur tamen Japersime inec 
©05 —_ tam dis Dicinwur ernere ' curatis.” 'Frqs aut 


eraite fi creditis;/ aut nolite credere qui non erniſtis 
This is the whole Rope of the place; and/how 
this man will. wreſdqiis Inference out1of ir. - Brgy, 
There wre as Myſteries in Chriſtianirys' 44-can'tila- 
pine. 2n&#}- {3 of nay -15ig Taft 8 
| "The'laſt He eiteris Origen! - Who: 
Dottrines of our Relagiou do 
M0 Ne NOTIONS; | 
ble ro know-of them; -Bur: this doth-novprove 
That there'is nothing more "intwded by them, "than 
whandue: Xnow'as well, -as we do the ordinary 0b- 
jefr of br Senſe wſes. ney; D'.o9 
* Again 'He ſays, 7 ' of Promiſe was a'Type 
Heves. This 4 [Inference is; Erg9,- Now 
is ts known, "the Pre and Gnu Heſt is 
ee can be no "Myſtery 26 goo Hae 
That whole-fixth Book: of his apainſt Celſur-i 
to ſthew,” ithe direQ-s -contraty to-whatthis Man 
inſiſts upon-inhis laſt Chap. viz: "To-prove _ 
that Hetefick,” That 'the' Myſteries of whe" Crifh 
Religion, were wot Or ginall deriv' 4: fi the 
trous aud Superſlitious Coors of 1 [ 
we 22ſt Book before he: t& abs renin: 
mg i 
\Thele vre all his Pompous Citations from the For 
to prove whae'no'one denies." That the Fail 
55 remated,” wid that: phefefor>nothitny W-ONVANG 
anty, ko wot tbe IS arg” 


Now 


oO 


Now alocd all I find this48:no-new. 

an:o1d: orſe of | Axxomins: revivid;" 

TheReal true Nature of..Gudl $4 

by us, - which-was: 
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' And accofdingly in his 
inf the nature of our. 


and AE 


-«And therefore God i the wrhingy of 


the true nature of the things 

Regis eunenpdatigneli, 
27. Where he ex 

of God,.. by Peeling after him. Te, Qrgigal-word 
6©&y -1$ VETY £ , for-ip-ſigaifies-the 
groping for.a thing;in the dark. - i248 cir 
1 oben of-coming| to- know, the-na- 

».t we: OW, 

ture of God, ſays, That'the utmoſt we-can arrive 
to, is to-know what it be-is et; and amor 
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yote te'thoſe Areberghilie wat have the 
luck to be both the\New;'-hd "the-Old; of )r#hie 
World. But Bis UB 5 a8 0d as Emnonius, and 
now reviv'd by this R- 'T 4s brig. 19s 
calls himſelf. »\And I t 

New Old Set of his; Tg tr mn of -aur-Age, 
ow they ares» avs of. People, her” wit 
or ry things: Believing 

= ay 

His Blok tan 
thers are ci 


juſt-Authorsty, among all Piousand 
Learned Ment the end bf the World. 4.4 
And now'thas 1 have done; Oey 


Mar-was:not worth my.trouble; bur 
richly fo, and it IS nonIgs 
nothing can'g#i 


bring « State 1untq- co 
lirtle of ive Reon or oe -ngmen 6 a0 ofthe 


_ — 7 P_ ”_— oC - + 
"On . 
. « 


that our manner 


_ Fhtervention of 


' which Chriſt hath laid; "Nor We Yes of Mew 


bur this Protehes is plaufible ; and chioks are he 
Books which do wiiſchief in'the World. 'And there 
fore [-was-not to conſider the: rength only of the 
Poyſon,” but rhe -conſtifation of [ther Ape, which 
ſeems ſtrangely difpogd-for I»f/dzlity, \and a Cons 
tempt of all Divine Revelation.  -' 752 

Beſides, | bave contrifld:rhis Letter,ſo as to be 
an.anſwer not'only'tohim;z;'but to-alt che Oppoſers 
of Revelationand Myſteries, ' Arndt hope l'may tay, 
F have'done ſomething towards4he\right ſtareing 
this whole Controv#+ſy, Which harribeen hitherto 
fo much miſtaken on bord Sides ForrwhilſE Men 
on-one{hand, expe a'rationaliagoqunt; and clear 
and diſtin ldez's of 'what is' wholly Z/naccountabis 
by us, - and of whidiwe'cih have no - ns 
at all. And on the other hang, | nafporwah 
endleſs labour, toexplain what is'Prexplicgh/ 

can be n>end of theſe: Controverfieawhibl: tree 
upon us e'ery day.  'But if/wexaliagree'ro leave 
off ſpeaking of what'we'know:.nothn 


of what'we'know! nothing of, tind 
freely own what we'moſt confeſs whether we will 
or No; That we' can hive" 1dews atiall; of the 
things of another World'as they are ts themſeluer; 'ahd 
of coneei'ving them at , is by 
the common Objetsof this Life, then 
wilt be*reduced to. a_ very 
e Revelations and' Myſteries 
thoſe: foundations 


the whole controve! 
ſhort"iſſve. And all 
of Chriſtianity, - eſtabliſht upon 


But in the Power of God.” 
Thin. Coll. Dub. F I N ] $ 


" May 1, 1697+ 


